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                             STATEMENTS DELIVERED AT SESSION 1 

                                                            OF THE 

                                AFRICA REGIONAL REVIEW MEETINGS 

                      BY HIS EXCELLENCY, HON. AUGUSTUS J. FLOMO 

                   DEPUTY MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT 

         MINISTRY OF FINANCE & DEVELOPMENT PLANNING (MFDP) 

        REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

 

         February 22, 2021 

 

 

Thank you! Mr. Vice President 

 

Your Excellencies, Fellow Colleagues 
 

We will like to be thankful to the organizing committee for having spent a lot of time 

in the midst of COVID to still pull this Regional Africa Review Meeting together 

and which we are all gathered to have some conversations around very important 

issues of the Program of Actions which highlights the issues of ownership and 

leadership of our development in our least developed countries. 

 

The Program of Action which talks about aligning our development agenda with the 

SDGs and the same time the Africa 2063 and ensuring that developing countries set 

themselves apart and position themselves for graduation into becoming developed 

countries has received a number of setbacks over the last couple of years especially 

in the case of Liberia. It is no secret that Liberia has had a number of issues including 

the Ebola crisis that we encountered in 2014 and coming out of war we also 

experienced the fact that we had a peace keeping force in Liberia that contributed to 

the cashflow and support of national and macroeconomic stability with resources 

that were coming in also went dry when the withdrawal of UNMIL took place around 

2017. To that end, we also have had a number of issues around commodity prices, a 

drop in commodity prices which also created multiple issues in supporting our 

programs as a nation striving to meet its development goals in the midst of all the 

global challenges and macro financial issues. To that extent, the Government and 

People of Liberia remain resilient but still have been working very hard to ensure 

that national development agenda remains the focus of every player along the ladder 

from the Presidency to Ministers and other heads of Agencies in ensuring that we 

sustain and we have inclusive economic growth. The Government of Liberia 

anchored its development agenda around four critical areas: 

 

1. Power to the People 

2. Economy & Jobs 

3. Sustaining the Peace with our history of coming from war, and 
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4. Governance and Transparency 

 

Over the last period, we worked very hard as a nation and people to focus on reforms 

that are consistent with domestic and international best practices which should help 

us to be able to promote and enhance and strengthen our economic growth as a nation 

and at the same time provide opportunities for our people to be transformed or to be 

out of poverty based on our application of our policy. Specific policy areas of reform 

that we have concentrated on for the last period have centered around four (4) broad 

areas: 

 

1. Restoring Macroeconomic Stability 

2. Ensuring that there is a Fiscally sustainable growth path 

3. Addressing weaknesses in Public sector governance and the rule of law 

4. Ensuring that we provide basic social services across the state. 

 

In line of these, the Government has remained very engaging with both the 

development partners and our private sector players to craft programs that will 

support sustainable economic engagements and results so that Liberia would still in 

the midst of COVID and all the global challenges, we still continue to thrive and 

provide support to the nation and its people. Over the reform activities, we have done 

a number of activities that have focused on institutional reforms geared towards 

credible and sustainable growth and economic transformation. To this end, the 

government is looking and working very seriously towards issues around digitizing 

our economy as COVID has taught us enough lesson to digitize as quickly as 

possible and to diversify our economy at the same time promoting private sector 

growth which will in turn lead to sustainable economic productivity and growth 

especially looking at the real sector with emphasis on Agriculture as our President, 

His Excellency Dr. George Weah, has emphasized.  

 

As we work in the space of our economic development, it is also important to note 

here that Liberia over the period has been classified as a donor driven country where 

most of our resources within the period of the ten years of the Program of Action; 

most resources supporting the national development have come from our 

development partners as well. So we like to recognize that our development partners 

have been very, very helpful and supportive to the People and the Government of 

Liberia. However, there have been substantial need for a stronger collaboration in 

ensuring that there is effectiveness in Aid and also mobilizing and coordinating in a 

way that ensure that there is wider productivity in the deployment of Aid Resources; 

to that extent even in the midst of COVID in September of 2020, The Government 

of Liberia and its development partners launched our most recent and comprehensive 



3 of 3 
 

National Aid & NGO Policy which highlights issues around country led systems as 

agreed by the Busan Agreement and Accra Agenda; Alignment with national 

development priorities; prioritizing the use of country system as a way of building 

capacity so that we are able to sustain the growth and development programs that 

we all are working towards, supporting and enhancing transparency and mutual 

accountability and of course, focusing on results based management. With all of 

these, it remains glaring that COVID ’19 has continued to challenged us all globally 

in ensuring that our development issues are addressed, however, our government 

under the leadership of His Excellency Dr. George Weah and our Minister of 

Finance who drive and work along to drive the development program of the country, 

and the team of Government officials; we have remained focused and we are 

believing that though we can confirm that it is challenging to meet the Agenda, the 

Program of Action as agreed ten years ago, we believe that with resilience-with 

strategic targeting of resources and deployment with focus on joint partnership and 

working to ensure that resources that are available to Liberia and its development 

partners and people are coordinately put together to support the people. 

 

Honorable ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

We will like to again emphasize that for us as a government, we see investments in 

Agriculture, Human Capital Development, Digital Transformation, Road 

Connectivity, Electricity as key drivers of ensuring that our macroeconomic stability 

which we’ve tried and fought to uphold over the last years even though with all these 

crises can be sustained if we ensure appropriate intervention. 

 

Once again, we will like to thank you all organizers for giving us the opportunity 

and we look forward to a few days of engagements that will highlight a pathway to 

success in adjusting an actionable plan that will help developing countries to meet 

the Program of Action as agreed ten years ago. 

 

Thank you once again for organizing this moment. Thank you!!! 


