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Madam Under-Secretary-General,  

Excellencies, Ambassadors of Bangladesh and Canada, Co-chairs of the PrepCom.  

The IAEA wishes to express its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries for inviting us to this Preparatory 
Committee meeting. We join others in congratulating the members of the preparatory bureau 
for their election and, Qatar, Host Country and Malawi, Chair of the Group of Least Developed 
Countries. 

You can count on the IAEA’s active collaboration for the successful organization of the LDC5 
Conference. 

The IAEA has contributed to the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) 
in the 37 Least developed countries that are Member States of the IAEA: 28 in Africa, 8 in Asia 
and Pacific and 1 in the Caribbean.  

The focus areas of IAEA technical cooperation in these Member States are peaceful uses of 
nuclear science and technology in food and agriculture, health and nutrition, water and 
environment, energy, industry, and safety and security. It is worth noting that with the 
support of donors, the percentage of total technical cooperation fund disbursements to LDC 
Member States has been steadily increasing over the past ten years. 

Human resource development and nuclear knowledge management are key factors in the 
application of nuclear science and technology for socio-economic development. The IAEA 
supports LDCs in capacity building through short term and long-term academic programmes 
to build a critical mass of scientists in the above-mentioned areas. 

The IAEA supports LDCs to train a critical mass of young scientists through the IAEA PhD 
Sandwich Fellowship programme in nuclear science and technology and water resource 
management and the award of grants to train medical specialists to tackle the cancer burden 
and malnutrition, food security through the application of nuclear technology especially for 
upscaling the production of high-quality food crops and ensuring their safe and industrial 
processing. 



Furthermore, under the IAEA Peaceful Uses Initiative, that recently celebrated its 10th 
anniversary, LDC Member States have benefited from additional funds for technical 
cooperation projects aimed at promoting the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals(SDGs), for instance SDG3, SDG6, SDG2 and SDG13.  

More recently, the IAEA offered its steady and swift assistance to LDCs to address the 
COVID-19 pandemic and worked to overcome the challenges the pandemic imposed to 
ensure implementation of national projects. 

Looking ahead, LDCs will benefit from the implementation of three flagship IAEA 
programmes:  

• The Zoonotic Disease Integrated Action (ZODIAC) to strengthen Member States’ 
capacities to prepare for and respond to future zoonotic disease threats and 
outbreaks. 

• The Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship Programme (MSCFP) which is open to 
female students at the postgraduate level to help build up gender balanced capacities 
in nuclear disciplines as well as non-proliferation in IAEA Member States. 

• The Nuclear Technology Controlling Plastics Pollution (NUTEC Plastics) which is an 
IAEA initiative to build IAEA Member States’ capacities and transfer technologies and 
knowledge in radiation technologies to addressing the plastics pollution problem on 
the environment and ecosystems. 

It is our hope that in preparation of the LDC5, IAEA will have concrete results to share on this. 

Thank you.  


