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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of my Government. 

It is an honour to represent Finland in this prestigious Africa Regional Review meeting, on the 
Implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action for LDCs for the decade 2011-2020. Having 
personally attend the meeting in Istanbul, I am delighted to see the process moving forward. We 
commend Malawi for hosting this important event. 

Finland is a strong supporter of the multilateral system and the United Nations. Supporting the LDCs is 
particularly important now, as the Covid-19 pandemic is taking its toll. Extreme poverty is increasing. 
The achievement of SDGs is under threat. Globally, but especially in the developing world, and 
particularly in the LDCs, we are grappling with a health crisis, as well as a social and economic one. 

My government continues to be committed to contributing to international efforts to promote 
sustainable development and to combat climate change. We are also part of the international Covid-19 
response, bilaterally, multilaterally and via the European Union. In promoting sustainable development 
we also see it as critically important to continue promoting innovation and entrepreneurship. It is now 
more crucial than ever to focus attention and resources where they are most needed, and where we can 
produce real results. 

Finland is particularly pleased to support preparations for the 5th LDC meeting in Doha, by bringing 
together top-level researchers, in cooperation with the UNU-WIDER Institute. The aim is to produce an 
assessment of the constraints that LDCs face in achieving the SDGs, as well as producing science-based 
recommendations that will benefit the action plan for the remaining ten years of Agenda 2030 
implementation. 

We look forward to being part of continued international efforts to find solutions the challenges that 
LDCs are faced with.  

Thank you. 

 


