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➢ Right Honourable Dr. Saulos Klaus Chilima,  

Vice President of the Republic of Malawi; 

➢ Fellow Ministers; 

➢ Distinguished Guests; 

➢ Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

1. It gives me great pleasure to provide a summary of the Side Event 

themed “Youth are Suitable Development Goals Accelerators in Least 

Developed Countries” that was co-hosted by the Government of Malawi 

and the United Nations in Malawi, on Tuesday, 23rd February.  

 
2. The main objective of the Event was to showcase inspiring and 

innovative initiatives presently championed by the youth in Malawi and 

how they are helping to transform communities, as well as, providing a 

platform for sharing  ideas on how to achieve sustainable development in 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) by 2030. The Side Event also intended 

to influence policy makers participating in the African Regional Review 

Meeting (ARRM) to focus their attention on youth as SDG accelerators in 

their preparation for the 5thUN conference on LDCs. 

 

 

 

3. I am happy to report that we: 

 

• Provided an interactive learning platform where youth in Malawi 

and across Africa were able to appreciate what their colleagues are 

doing and had the opportunity to ask questions to gain insights on 

how the initiatives could be emulated elsewhere; and,  

 

• Uploaded the exhibitions that were showcased and the youth 

discussion on several social media platforms, including the page 
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for the 5th UN Conference on LDCs. This will help to continue to 

raise awareness on youth potential and issues that were raised 

during the event beyond this meeting. 

 

4. The key messages that the youth themselves delivered for our 

Governments’ attention and consideration, included the following: 

 
i. LDCs will not achieve sustainable development if the majority of 

their population, including the youth, are left out of national 

development processes; 

 

ii. Governments should meaningfully engage young people and 

provide a conducive environment for the youth to participate at all 

levels of decision making;   

 
iii. Governments should put in place deliberate systems and platforms 

that help strengthen and maintain engagement, social contact, 

dialogue and trust with young people.  This should include treating 

the youth not only as beneficiaries but key partners in development 

by taking on board their ideas on matters concerning socio-

economic development; 

 

iv. There should be provision for enough opportunities and the 

necessary incentives to effectively develop the potential of the youth 

through capital financing, linkages to markets both locally and 

internationally, and exposing the youths to fully exploit their 

potential; 

 

v. The need for LDCs to reform education systems to allow for the 

development of skills and talents that are consistent with the 

demands of the job market. That should include: preparing the 

young people for the digital age; and awareness on the importance 

of conserving the environment as we fight against climate change 

challenges.  
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5. As we build up to the 5th UN Conference on LDCs in Doha in January, 

2022, I hereby appeal to my fellow Ministers and all our development 

partners to recognise the potential that the youth have in attaining 

sustainable socio-economic transformation in LDCs, which can only be 

harnessed if LDCs create a conducive environment for the youth to take 

action.  

 

6. Government’s strategic partnership with the youth in leveraging their 

innovation, creative ideas, and resourcefulness cannot be 

overemphasised. Also, Governments and international development 

agencies must take into consideration youth employment, skills 

development, and gender empowerment as top priorities in all national, 

regional and international development agenda.  

 

7. In the face of no action, LDCs risks a broken social fabric and an exodus 

of youth elsewhere in search of opportunities. More importantly, we are 

unlikely to end poverty, ensure gender equality, reverse climate change 

and achieve the SDGs by 2030 if we fail to empower our young people. 

 
I thank you for your attention. 


