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Mr. President, Excellencies

1. I take the floor in exercise of Explanation of Vote, to place on record Bhutan's
satisfaction with the Assembly’s adoption of the Doha Programme of Action
today.

2. Bhutan appreciates that many organizational accommodations were necessary
owing to pandemic related disruptions. We take confidence however, in
knowledge that under the able stewardship of our Co-Chairs, H.E. Ambassador
Rabab Fatima, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh, and H.E. Ambassador
Bob Rae, Permanent Representative of Canada, these disruptions did not deter
either the deliberations nor the substance of our 10-Year Program of Action.

3. We adopt the DPOA within a challenging international context, beset with
multiple crises and turmoil.  We thus set sail in rough waters.

4. At the same time, our Program of Action represents a renewed and strengthened
global partnership between LDCs and development partners. This gives us great
reason for optimism, that despite present and emerging challenges, LDCs will be
enabled to overcome structural constraints, advance closer to eradication of
poverty, realization of internationally agreed development goals, and eventually, to
graduate from the LDC category in a smooth and irreversible manner.

5. For Bhutan, coinciding with the formulation of our next development plan, the
DPOA will strengthen national efforts to transform our economy and make the
country future-ready.

6. Bhutan will graduate from the LDC category in 2023. We are pleased that the
DPOA recognises the indispensable role that International Support Measures play
on the path to sustainable graduation. As a small landlocked country, we are ever
mindful of our vulnerability to external shocks, and that it can take only one
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glacial lake outburst flood, one major earthquake, or as in present times, another
pandemic, to reverse hard earned development gains.

In conclusion, Mr. President,

7. We call on relevant stakeholders to lead in the implementation of the DPOA so
that we may already have some headway when our leaders come together in Doha
next year. We also expect that the priorities contained in the Program will be
immediately mainstreamed in the activities of the UN's funds and programmes, as
well as find reflection in the assistance frameworks of development partners.

***
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