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Crucial consultation on disaster displacement in Asia takes 
place with recommendations for the Panel

Photo: Speakers at the consultation included Panel member, Sima Samar, and Expert Advisory Group member, Walter Kälin. Country presentations were 
delivered by government representatives of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Mongolia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka. (November 19, Virtual)
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Monthly Snapshot
UN Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel 
on Internal Displacement

19 November - A joint consultation on disaster 
displacement in Asia, whose recommendations would 
be submitted to the UN Secretary-General’s High-Level 
Panel on Internal Displacement took place on 19 
November 2020. 

The co-organizers of the event included the Regional 
Disaster Displacement Working Group for Asia and the 
Pacific, co-chaired by IOM and UNDRR, the Platform on 
Disaster Displacement, the GP20 Initiative, IFRC, UNDP, 
the Raoul Wallenberg Institute and the Secretariat of 
the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement. The 
webinar saw more than 150 participants joining 
virtually across the globe to hear from and engage 
with Asian government representatives on their 
country experiences and lessons learned. 

Disasters trigger the majority of the displacements 
each year, displacing nearly three times as many 
people within their countries as do conflicts. The issue 
is particularly salient to Asia-Pacific as the world’s 
most disaster-prone region. 

In her remarks, Panel member Dr Sima Samar 
recalled the heavy toll of droughts on the livelihoods 
of communities and the disproportionate impacts on 
vulnerable groups. “Coming from Afghanistan, I have 
seen the impact of climate change and disasters 
firsthand,” said Dr Samar. “It is clear that we must 
make this a shared, global priority,” she added.

The discussions were based on presentations by 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Mongolia, 
the Philippines, and Sri Lanka which shared their 
respective  experiences in preventing and responding 
to disaster displacement. The policy and operational 
approaches and lessons in each case were outlined. 
Noting the unique experience of each country, the 
discussions highlighted commonalities, including 
the importance of a strong policy framework, 
local action, multi-stakeholder engagement and 
strengthened data collection. The consultation drew 
out key lessons learned and recommendations for the 
Panel, underscoring the attention that must be paid to 
preparedness and prevention.

SPOTLIGHT
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NOVEMBER EVENTS

Principal Briefing with António 
Vitorino, Director General of 
IOM
November 3, Virtual 

Principal Briefing with Jagan 
Chapagain, Secretary-General 
of IFRC
November 5, Virtual 

Principal Briefing with Peter 
Maurer, President of ICRC 
November 11, Virtual 

Joint virtual consultation 
on disaster displacement 
in Asia
November 19, Virtual 

Principal Briefing with 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, 
Executive Director of 
UN-Habitat
November 23, Virtual

Principal Briefing with Ignacio 
Packer, Executive Director of 
ICVA
November 4, Virtual 

Principal Briefing with Sam 
Worthington, President and 
CEO of InterAction 
November 10, Virtual

Secretariat Meeting with 
the Expert Advisory Group 
November 18, Virtual 

Meeting with the German 
Federal Foreign Office
November 19, Virtual 

Website:
un.org/internal-displacement-panel/

Twitter:
@IDPs_Panel
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First AGD and Internal 
Displacement Dialogue 
November 24, Virtual

Principal Briefing with 
Filippo Grandi, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
November 9, Virtual

Principal Briefing with 
Mami Mizutori, Special 
Representative of the SG 
for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
UNDRR 
November 6, Virtual

Meeting with the Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
November 24, Virtual 6th High-Level Panel 

Meeting
November 25, Virtual 

SPOTLIGHT

Meeting with the Swiss  
Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC)
November 26, Virtual 

http://un.org/internal-displacement-panel/
https://twitter.com/IDPs_Panel


Website:
un.org/internal-displacement-panel/

Twitter:
@IDPs_Panel

Partnership with Refugee Law Initiative 
culminates in nine research papers 

2 November - Nine papers have been posted in early November 
as products of a research partnership between the Secretariat of 
the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement and the Internal 
Displacement Research Programme (IDRP) at the Refugee Law 
Initiative (RLI), University of London. Topics were selected based 
on the subjects before the Panel including solutions, the role of 
innovative financing, the importance of internal displacement law 
and lessons learned from regional platforms.

This work was carried out by IDRP on a pro bono basis, 
drawing on its research networks, including those created by 
the Interdisciplinary Network on Displacement, Conflict and 
Protection (INDCaP), the Global Engagement Network on Internal 
Displacement in Africa (GENIDA) projects and among recent 
graduates of the RLI’s Master’s program.

Click here to read the papers.
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PUBLICATION OF THE MONTH

“By August 2020, at least 80 countries were 
known to have developed over 25 laws and 
60 policies related to internal displacement.”

GP20 Compilation of National Good Practices to Prevent, 
Address and Find Durable Solutions to Internal Displacement 

After three years, the GP20 initiative has concluded with a 
launch of its final report on November 23. The report presents 
insights, lessons, and conclusions on preventing, addressing 
and resolving internal displacement, drawing from 22 case 
studies shared during the GP20 initiative. 

To download the report, click here. 
To watch the video of the launch event, click here..

NOVEMBER 2020

24 November - The first Age, Gender and Diversity (AGD) 
and Internal Displacement Dialogue, whose outcomes and 
recommendations would be submitted to the High-Level Panel, 
concluded a working session which stressed the need for an 
inclusive approach in preventing and addressing all stages of 
internal displacement. 

Co-hosted by the Government of Canada, Plan International,  
Save the Children and the Women’s Refugee Commission, and 
co-sponsored by the Governments of Australia, Denmark, and 
Norway, the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights, Internal 
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) and Oxfam, the two-hour 
virtual event brought together governmental, inter-governmental, 
and non-governmental representatives as well as IDP participants. 

Building on an earlier multi-stakeholder submission to the Panel 
on “Ensuring an Age, Gender, and Diversity (AGD) Inclusive 
Approach to Internal Displacement,”* the dialogue is a first 
in a series that would underline the rights and needs of IDPs 
in light of their diversity considerations in relation to political 
will, prevention, solutions and the “triple nexus” in addressing 
internal displacement, among the key questions that the Panel is 
considering.

Ambassador Leslie Norton, Permanent Representative of Canada 
to the UN in Geneva opened the event followed by remarks 
delivered by UN Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the 
Secretariat of the Panel, George Okoth-Obbo, who highlighted 
primacy of the needs and agency of the IDPs themselves and how 
to give meaningful effect to both.

The second dialogue, in which Panel members will be invited to 
participate, is expected to take place in 2021 with the delivery 
of its finals recommendations on age, gender and other diversity 
considerations.

*The joint submission, led by the Women’s Refugee Commission, Plan International, 
Oxfam, and CARE, has more than 50 signatories including by governments and civil 
society organizations.  

Leaving no one behind: inclusive approach 
stressed in first AGD Dialogue

SPOTLIGHT

http://un.org/internal-displacement-panel/
https://twitter.com/IDPs_Panel
https://www.un.org/internal-displacement-panel/research-partnerships
https://rli.sas.ac.uk/research-projects/internal-displacement-research-programme
https://rli.sas.ac.uk/research-projects/internal-displacement-research-programme
https://london.ac.uk/courses/refugee-protection-and-forced-migration-studies
https://www.un.org/internal-displacement-panel/research-partnerships
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/GP20_web.pdf
http://youtu.be/qqTKpZQQLRk
http://undocs.org/A/75/207
https://www.un.org/internal-displacement-panel/sites/www.un.org.internal-displacement-panel/files/published_joint_agd_submission.pdf
https://www.un.org/internal-displacement-panel/sites/www.un.org.internal-displacement-panel/files/published_joint_agd_submission.pdf
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Website:
un.org/internal-displacement-panel/

Twitter:
@IDPs_Panel

UPCOMING EVENTS
Launch of Special Edition  
 of Refugee Survey Quarterly (RSQ) 
The Special Edition of the RSQ on internal 
displacement will launch in January. Two 
members of the Secretariat of the Panel 
served as guest editors of the issue.

NOVEMBER 2020

Photo: Panel members gathered virtually for the 6th time this year to discuss the consultation results with IDPs and host communities among other work progress. (November 25, Virtual)

The voices of the internally displaced and host communities are at the 
heart of the Panel’s work. At the inception of its work, the Panel planned 
a series of visits to displacement-affected countries to hear directly 
from them. However, these plans were shortly frustrated by the global 
COVID-19 pandemic and its related travel restrictions. Arrangements 
were then made with five UN agencies and 32 NGOs with presence and 
outreach on the ground for them to undertake the consultations for and 
on the Panel’s behalf. 

More than 12,000 IDPs and host community members 
were consulted across 22 countries.  

The process was carried out with consideration for age, gender and 
diversity to ensure an inclusive representation. It also took into account 
the different causes of displacement, capturing perspectives of IDPs 
displaced by both conflicts and disasters.

At its 6th meeting, held on November 25, the Panel received and 
undertook an initial review of the results of the consultations and the 
issues standing out in them. These will continue to be considered by the 
Panel across the spectrum of the issues and priorities it is considering.

Click here to learn more about the results of the consultations with IDPs 
and host communities.

Voices of IDPs and host communities are heard by the Panel

SPOTLIGHT

Photo: Focus group discussions were held with women representatives taking into account the 
COVID-19 health measures (August 2020, Juba, South Sudan, Credit: IOM)

Thank you to the partners who conducted the consultations on the 
Panel’s behalf:

Note: The consultations were conducted by five UN agencies and 32 NGOs on the ground. The 
eight partners shown above represent the organizations with whom the Secretariat coordinated 
in Geneva.

TBC
JAN

Joint Event with the EU
The joint event between the High-Level 
Panel and the European Union on durable 
solutions is expected to hold in January.

TBC
JAN

Dedicated Dialogues with 
Affected States
The Panel is expected to hold dedicated 
dialogues with the leadership of various 
affected states starting on December 3. 
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http://un.org/internal-displacement-panel/
https://twitter.com/IDPs_Panel
https://www.un.org/internal-displacement-panel/content/consultations-affected-communities

