
PANEL MEMBERS

Photo of banner: OCHA/A. Dragaj

Co-chair: Mr. Donald Kaberuka 
Chair of the Board of the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria

Co-chair: Ms. Federica Mogherini 
Former High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy

Ms. Paula Gaviria Betancur 
Director-General of Fundacion 
Compaz, Colombia

Mr. Mitiku Kassa Gutile 
Commissioner for Emergency 
Response, Ethiopia

Mr. Per Heggenes 
CEO of IKEA Foundation

Mr. Nasser Judeh 
Senator, the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan

Ms. Pauline Riak 
Chair of the Board of Directors
at the Sudd Institute, South Sudan

Ms. Sima Samar 
Member of the UN Secretary-
General’s High-Level Advisory Board 
on Mediation

The Expert Advisory Group (EAG) 
is comprised of Mr. Chaloka 
Beyani, Associate Professor 
of International Law at the 
London School of Economics; 
Ms. Alexandra Bilak, Director 
of the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre; Ms. Elizabeth 
Ferris, Research Professor at 
Georgetown University; and 
Mr. Walter Kaelin, Former 
Representative of UN Secretary-
General on the Human Rights 
of Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs).

From displacement to resilience: formerly displaced women 
in South Sudan voice long-term concerns to Panel  

Photo: Panel member Pauline Riak spoke with former South Sudanese internally displaced women in a consultation organized by the ICRC jointly 
with the Secretariat of the Panel in Rumbek. The meeting also saw the virtual participation of Panel members Paula Gaviria Betancur and Sima 
Samar, expert Walter Kaelin, the Panel’s Secretariat and Geneva-based ICRC representatives. (June 2, Rumbek, Photo credit: ICRC)
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June 2, Rumbek - Protracted displacement has 
far-reaching consequences beyond short-term 
humanitarian needs. This was underlined by former 
South Sudanese internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in a semi-virtual consultation with the UN Secretary-
General’s High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement 
on June 2 as they recounted their experience of 
displacement, stories of resilience and longing for 
peace. Co-organized by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Panel’s Secretariat, 
the meeting, arranged in Rumbek, South Sudan, was 
part of the Panel’s near ending consultative process 
as it fine-tunes recommendations for its report due to 
be submitted to the UN Secretary-General at the end 
of September this year.   

In the ICRC’s sub-delegation in Rumbek, Panel 
member Pauline Riak, a South Sudanese herself, 
sat down with three formerly displaced women and 

two representatives from the ICRC, including an 
interpreter. Facing them was a computer screen split 
into quadrants for virtual attendees including Panel 
members Paula Gaviria Betancur and Sima Samar, the 
Panel’s Expert Advisory Group member Walter Kaelin, 
Secretariat team members and representatives of 
ICRC’s headquarter based in Geneva.

The Head of the ICRC Sub-Delegation, Thomas 
Forster, introduced Monica, Elena D. and Elena A. as 
community members who have been displaced due 
to cycles of inter-communal violence in Lakes State 
which is served by Rumbek as its capital. As tension 
eased in the area, some families, including the group 
of women and their children, have returned to their 
original homes in hopes of rebuilding their lives. 
On the ground, ICRC has been providing emergency 
assistance and long-term livelihoods support to 
individuals in need, explained Mr. Forster.

SPOTLIGHT

JUNE 2021



02

JUNE 2021 Website:
un.org/internal-displacement-panel/

Twitter:
@IDPs_Panel

Website:
un.org/internal-displacement-panel/

Twitter:
@IDPs_Panel

“During times of conflict, we think immediately of humanitarian aid 
but this is a situation of protracted displacement,” said Ms. Riak as 
she opened the meeting. “Here, we are working on long-term healing 
and supporting people to prepare in case of future displacement,” she 
stated. 

For Ms. Riak, the consultation was not the first with the three women 
or other displaced or formerly displaced communities. In preparing 
for the consultation, she had visited the projects conducted on-site 
by the ICRC and met with the residing communities at the end of May. 

Monica, Elena D. and Elena A. shared their growing daily challenges 
since their return to Rumbek. They spoke fondly of the assistance they 
received from humanitarian organizations that enable capacity growth 
and long-term sustenance beyond securing limited supplies of food. 
Using the tools and seeds provided by the ICRC, the three women are 
now growing and maintaining vegetable gardens with other families. 

“We have our kids in school because of this support,” stressed Elena 
A. “When you look at the things we are cultivating, it is not always the 
food you want to eat. But we are growing whatever we can, given the 
available resources,” she elaborated.  

“We want the region to continue to be peaceful. Now 
that there is less tension, we have the opportunity 
to work for our children,” added Monica. 

The turmoil in the region is not isolated from the rest of the country. 
South Sudan emerged in 2011 as the world’s youngest nation but its 
path towards development has been marked with surges of violence, 
forcing many to flee their homes in search of safety. According to the 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, more than 1.4 million people 
were living in displacement as a result of conflict and violence at the 
end of 2020. While pockets of stability open opportunities for IDPs to 
return to their location of origins, the question of future displacement 
has never completely subsided. 

For many displaced women, the hardships are further compounded 
by social and gender-specific factors. With men on the battleground, 

some never returning, many found themselves as now single heads of 
household bearing the brunt as the sole breadwinner and caretaker. 
“Our husbands are not present. When the head of the house is not 
there, you must sacrifice and do what you can,” shared Monica whose 
husband was killed and their cattle stolen as they were on the move.

“There is a lot of suffering. For the last few years, we have been 
moving from place to place and this is happening to women all over 
the country,” added Elena A.

The noise of heavy rainfall suddenly resounded in the background 
as the meeting neared its end. One Secretariat member took the 
opportunity to ask a question about rain and other disasters as possible 
drivers of internal displacement in the country. 

“This year, it is different. Actually, there hasn’t been enough rain 
and women groups have expressed concerns over the crop yields,” 
explained Ms. Riak. At the same time, she noted that heavy rainfall 
also brings forward its own sets of complications including the threat 
of damaging flooding to homes commonly made out of mud. Ms. Riak 
added that the group of women do not presently possess the carpentry 
skills needed to construct houses, a responsibility once entrusted 
to their late husbands. Amid these challenging circumstances, she 
commended the women for their resilience and determination in 
forging a new path forward. 

As Elena D. informed the Panel: “We have committed 
ourselves to work for our children. The only request 
we have is for our capacity to be increased.”

The outcomes of the conversation will build upon the Panel’s previous 
consultations with impacted communities. Since its inception, the 
Panel has, with the support of UN agencies and NGOs, heard the voices 
of more than 12,500 IDPs and host community members across 22 
countries. To learn more about the Panel’s consultations with IDPs and 
host communities, click here.

Photo: Formerly displaced community members in Rumbek, South Sudan, now grow and maintain vegetable gardens with the support of ICRC. The Panel has heard about the experience and 
concerns of three formerly displaced women in a semi-virtual consultation conducted with the humanitarian organization on June 2. (Photo credit: ICRC)
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JUNE EVENTS

Secretariat Meeting with Cecilia 
Jimenez-Damary, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Human Rights 
of IDPs
June 1, Virtual 

Panel consultation with former 
IDPs in Rumbek, South Sudan  
June 2, Rumbek/Virtual 

9th Panel Meeting
June 8, Virtual 

Secretariat and EAG participation 
in Virtual Workshop’s Session 
on Internal Displacement and 
Planned Relocation
June 10, Virtual

Principal briefing with Filippo 
Grandi, UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees
June 24, Virtual 

Meeting between Panel 
Co-chairs and H.E. Per 
Olsson Fridh, Minister for 
International Development 
Cooperation of Sweden
June 1, Virtual 

Roundtable with NGOs and 
other stakeholders: Realizing 
national accountability and 
international responsibility
June 3, Virtual

Report launch: “Towards 
Development Solutions to 
Internal Displacement: A 
Political Economy Approach”
June 9, Virtual 

Principal briefing with
Diene Keita, Deputy Executive 
Director, UNFPA
June 22, Virtual 

Principal briefing with
Rosemary DiCarlo, UN Under-
Secretary-General for Political 
and Peacebuilding Affairs
June 25, Virtual 

SPOTLIGHT

Principal briefing with António 
Vitorino, IOM Director General
June 28, Virtual 

Principal briefing with Jan 
Egeland, Secretary-General 
of the Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC)
June 30, Virtual

SPOTLIGHT

SPOTLIGHT

UNDP’s Development Roundtable 
on the Work of the UN Secretary-
General’s High-Level Panel on 
Internal Displacement 
June 30, Virtual 
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June 3 - The Panel, represented by its member Sima Samar, met with a 
group of NGOs and other stakeholders in a virtual roundtable on June 
3 to test two of its emerging recommendations. Co-organized by the 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA), Plan International 
and World Vision, and building on an earlier interagency submission 

to the Panel, the roundtable on “Realizing national accountability 
and international responsibility” dedicated two sessions to the ideas 
of establishing a Global Forum on Internal Displacement and the 
function of a UN Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
on solutions. 

Participants from more than 10 NGOs, the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs, Ms. Cecilia Jimenez-Damary, 
took part in the discussion, providing their reflections and voting 
interactively on the potential added values of each idea. Both proposals 
received generally positive feedback while, at the same time, a number 
of questions and issues were also highlighted for further consideration 
by the Panel.The Panel will continue its engagement with stakeholders 
to receive inputs on its emerging recommendations.

Click here to read the summary and outcomes of the roundtable.
Click here to view all discussion papers on the Panel’s thinking. 

June 9 - A new report by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University 
of London, stresses the importance of a political economy approach in 
advancing durable solutions for IDPs. The global report, titled “Toward 
Development Solutions to Internal Displacement: A Political Economy 
Approach”, was officially launched in a virtual event on June 9, co-
organized by UNDP, SOAS and the Secretariat of the Panel and forms 
part of UNDP’s additional submission to the Panel. Opened by Panel 
member Nasser Judeh and UNDP’s Director of Crisis Bureau and UN 
Assistant Secretary-General Asako Okai, the event gathered more than 
200 participants across the globe. 

The global research lead, Professor Laura Hammond, presented 
the main research findings and recommendations. Ambassador 
Nasir Ahmad Andisha, Permanent Representative of Afghanistan, 
Ambassador Tamim Baiou Permanent Representative of Libya and Ms. 
Denise Brown, UN Resident Coordinator in Central African Republic 
shared their experiences, respectively, from the perspectives of 
governments and UN leadership

About the report

The report, “Toward Development Solutions to Internal Displacement: 
A Political Economy Approach,” argues that an early and proactive 
approach to anticipating displacement and integrating the needs of 
displacement-affected communities into national development plans, 
strategies and laws is needed to achieve fully durable solutions. 
Political economy analysis is essential in this process, as it forms 
the basis for leveraging political will and promoting the restoration of 
displaced persons’ rights as citizens. Four case studies in Bangladesh, 
El Salvador, Iraq and Sudan, are featured as well as interviews with 
UNDP teams in Central African Republic, Colombia, Somalia and Syria.

Click here to download the full report 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Secretariat briefing with 
NGOs
With the support of InterAction, 
the Secretariat of the Panel will brief 
a group of NGOs on the emerging 
recommendations of the Panel.

12 
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Webinar: “Achieving Quality 
Education for Internally Displaced 
Children and Young People”
Panel member Sima Samar will speak in the 
above webinar co-organized by the Inter-Agency 
Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) 
and Save the Children. 

14 
JUL

Secretariat meeting with the 
Panel’s “Group of Friends” 
Member States 
The Secretariat of the Panel will brief the 
“Group of Friends” Member States on the 
emerging recommendations of the Panel. 
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Panel tests two of its emerging recommendations on fostering accountability 
SPOTLIGHT

New UNDP-SOAS report illuminates political economy angles for advancing durable 
solutions
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Photo: Representatives from NGOs, the IFRC and the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human 
Rights of IDPs met with the Panel and its Secretariat in a roundtable on “Realizing national 
accountability and international responsibility”. (June 3, Virtual)

Photo: Panel member Nasser Judeh, top-middle of screenshot, opened the global 
launch event of the UNDP-SOAS report titled “Toward Development Solutions to Internal 
Displacement: A Political Economy Approach”. (June 9, Virtual)
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