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• Strong commitment of JICA to the idea and 
practice of human security

• 1st Issue: Revisiting the concept
• 2nd Issue: Compounded crises
• 3rd Issue: Measurement of human security
• 4, 5, 6...  continued
• Search for: jica human security today

Periodical of JICA Ogata Institute: 
Human Security Today



Human Security Indicators:
Developed by Ambassador Takasu and His 
Team and Translated by JICA Ogata Institute



• Japan also faces a lot of problems. We need 
human security

• Frequent natural disasters
• Precarious economy
• Pockets of extreme poverty
• Depopulation in rural areas
• Gender issues
• Bullying at schools
• Cultural intolerance
• Priority varies according to place and group 



Japan - 47 Prefectures



Miyagi Prefecture
- 35 Municipalities



Aichi Prefecture
- 54 Municipalities

Aichi Indicators 
are available in 
the pamphlet 
form



Five Features 
of the Human Security Indicators

1. Dignity
2. Subjectivity/Objectivity
3. Disaggregation
4. Simplicity
5. Solidarity



1. Dignity
• “All human beings are born 

free and equal in dignity and 
rights”

• Respected by self and by 
others

• Philosophy of Ubuntu
• Child suicide, bullying, DV, 

and other serious cases
• And subjectivity: 

Confidence and mutual 
trust

• Democratic participation 



Renewed attention to dignity in economics and 
policy studies



2. Subjectivity

• Life, Livelihood and Dignity 
Indices are largely 
objective (upper 3)

• Self-fulfillment and 
Connectivity are 
subjective (lower 2)

• Based on our own internet 
questionnaire surveys

• Related to dignity 
measurement

Tokyo

Osaka



Go beyond GDP by incorporating subjective 
well-being



3. Disaggregation

• Leaving no one behind
• Knowing who are left 

behind, where, and how...
• National averages do not 

reveal much
• From a nation to regions, 

to towns and villages, 
closer to people

• Bottleneck: Availability of 
data



Crises and Group-based vulnerability:
Applying the study of famines to pandemics and 
beyond



4. Simplicity

• Normalization (from 
1 to 0)

• Color density of units 
on the maps

• Diffusion of the GIS 
technique

• Priorities are 
intuitively 
understandable for 
local citizens



Maps and figures as useful tools for public 
deliberations



5. Solidarity

• Greater collaboration 
with a wider range of 
stakeholders

• Local stakeholders: 
municipal 
governments, schools, 
business, NGOs, 
community 
organizations, etc.

• Created indicators 
with local people in 
Miyagi and Aichi 



Launching the Miyagi Indicators with Mr Jin Sato, the 
mayor of tsunami-affected Minamisanriku (2021)



Launching SDGs and Local Communities with 
local citizens in Miyagi (2023)



Working with women’s groups and local junior 
chamber entrepreneurs in Miyagi (2023)



Launching the Aichi Indicators: Collaboration 
with Aichi Coop and local UNICEF supporters 
(2024)



Presentation by a team of high school students
in Nagoya (2024)



Application to Africa (Angola, Gabon, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Tunisia)

• Ogata Institute 
Fellow Dr Atsushi 
Hanatani

• Life 10, 
Livelihood 23, 
Dignity 45 
indicators 
(Afrobarometer 
surveys)

Less threats to life, livelihood, and dignity
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Tunisia

Nigeria Kenya

DignityLivelihoodLife

Gabon

Angola



Local ownership in creating 
indicators matters!


