


We are changing our 

planet…

With enormous effects on 

people.

These include:

• Inequalities,

• Violent conflict,

• New Health threats,

• Unintended effects on 

digital technologies, 

etc.
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The gridlock: Precisely when we need to be more united to address 

the challenges of human insecurity (Anthropocene, social tensions), we 

find ourselves more divided.

Why? (in 2023 we project the highest global HDI on record, extreme 

monetary poverty is reaching historical lows) What are we missing?

HDR 2021-22/HDR 2023-24: Polarization, lack of trust, Agency gaps

What’s behind? Perceptions of human insecurity: 

6 out of 7 people feel insecure globally. Moreover…



Perceived human 

insecurity can drive 

people to hold more 

extreme preferences

Human Development Report Office based on World Values Survey, waves 6 and 7. See Haerpfer and others (2022).Human Development Report Office based on World Values Survey, waves 6 and 7. See Haerpfer and others (2022).Human Development Report Office based on World Values Survey, waves 6 and 7. See Haerpfer and others (2022).

Level of Human Insecurity



Perceived human 

insecurity is linked with 

greater agency gaps





Human Security is about 

fundamental freedoms.

Human Security is not only an 

end; it is also a means to 

address the most pressing 

global and local challenges as 

we look forward. 

Foundational Concept!
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