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Advancing sustainable development for 

local communities in Labé by enhancing 

the humanitarian-development nexus 

through the human security approach

Background information

Despite its enormous natural potential, a significant part of the Guinean population is

suffering from multidimensional poverty and widening inequalities, especially in terms of

access to basic social services, economic infrastructure, and social protection. This is

reinforced by the lack of active involvement of communities in local governance, further

deepening their vulnerability to external shocks such as natural disasters and economic

volatility. These multifaceted challenges are particularly pronounced in the region of Labé.

In response, the programme seeks to reduce vulnerability, reinforce community resilience,

and advance inclusive and sustainable development.

The programme builds upon an initiative supported by the UNTFHS in 2019 to strengthen

the application of human security towards accelerating the achievement of the SDGs at the

local level in West Africa.

Goals and objectives
The goal of the programme is to support and reinforce community resilience by

accelerating SDG achievement at the local level through the following objectives: (i)

development of an early warning and early action system, (ii) improvement in access to

basic social services such as health, food and WASH, and (iii) enhancement of sustainable

productive community assets and social capital.
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Beneficiaries 
The programme benefits vulnerable populations, including women and children in the

targeted municipalities in the Labé region, communal authorities, local actors including

community leaders, members of local action groups and civil society organizations,

women's groups and smallholder farmers.

Applying the Human Security approach
The programme is firmly based on the human security approach, addressing in an

integrated manner multiple socio-economic, health and environmental risks faced by

vulnerable populations. It is based on three interlinked and synergistic outcomes, each

combining mutually reinforcing protection and empowerment strategies to support

communities in becoming more resilient to different shocks and humanitarian crises as

well as their socio-economic consequences. Based on the knowledge, capacities and

traditions of the participating communities, the programme empowers communities to face

challenges through dialogue and collective action.

Subsequently. targeted municipalities will be supported to set up and strengthen

community-based early warning systems and develop local emergency preparedness and

response plans. In addition, the programme will provide support to members of local

action groups by building their capacities in their roles and responsibilities and by

providing them with training and tools to ensure proper functioning of the early warning

systems. The programme will also support communities in developing measures to assist

people affected by humanitarian crises and help communities partner with relevant

authorities to better address humanitarian needs through social protection policies and

mechanisms.

Furthermore, the programme will strengthen the socio-economic resilience of

communities. Notably, the programme will improve productivity, promote access to

financing, and boost income-generating activities. These combined with local emergency

preparedness and response plans will strengthen the humanitarian-development nexus

and provide the socio-economic infrastructure to promote sustainable development for

local communities in the Labé region.
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