
 

 

To learn more on human security visit www.un.org/humansecurity 

UN Trust Fund for Human Security
 

 

Place

photo

here

 

BACKGROUND

In the aftermath of the 1999 conflict in Chechnya, 

the public service infrastructure was severely 

damaged and many health clinics and educational 

facilities lacked electricity, heat and water. The 

conflict hit the educational sector particularly 

hard as a large number of teachers migrated to 

safer areas. School attendance plummeted, with 

only one child out of ten enrolled in schools. 

Furthermore, due to the conflict, a growing 

number of Chechens were in need of professional 

care to deal with the signs of post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD) and other mental health 

problems. Despite efforts by the public health-

care system to meet the increasing demand for 

psycho-social assistance, limited access to 

specialized mental health care for children and 

youth continued to be a critical challenge in 

Chechnya. 

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The project’s objective was to improve the 

psychological well-being of school children, their 

parents and teachers in Chechnya. Consequently, 

the project envisaged a number of measures 

aiming to (i) enhance the capacities of a newly 

established psycho-social rehabilitation centre to 

operate a comprehensive rehabilitation 

programme; (ii) provide socio-pedagogical 

training to teachers of school-age victims; and 

(iii) train specialists in the treatment of PTSD.   

BENEFICIARIES 

The project targeted about 13,000 school children 

and teachers who were in need of psycho-social 

care as a result of the Chechen conflict. Teachers 

and psychologists received training on PTSD, 

while experts attended training on how to support 

victims of landmines and children with 

disabilities. 
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