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In the issue...

” International Volunteer Day (IVD)
» Essay Competition Ceremony

» Emergency Assistance to flood affected
households in Durres

» Children ready for school, school ready for children

Dear partners and friends,

We are delighted to bring to you the first edition of the
Empowering Vulnerable Local Communities of Albania
newsletter. Inside, you can read various news and stories
related to the programme’s work to improve the human
security and access to socio-economic and civic rights
for Roma and Egyptians in the regions of Tirana, Durres,
Elbasan and Fier.

International Volunteer Day (IVD)

Main Events in Tirana
Sharing the best practice of women in the community

On commemoration of 5 December, International Volun-
teer Day, the Joint Programme joined United Nations Vol-
unteers (UNV) and its partners at a two day Conference
on Volunteering for the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in Tirana. Hatixhe Sula and Albana Veliu, two of the
Programme’s beneficiaries share with those in attendance
their experience on vocational training course and their
volunteer initiative to tailor school uniforms for vulnerable
children in their neighbourhood. ‘One day, the concern was
brought up at one of our community based groups meet-
ings. We heard that some Roma and Egyptian children did
not attend school because their parents did not have any
income and could not afford school uniforms. Four of us
(Hatixhe Sula, Mira Cela, Dorina Azemi, and Valbona Veliu)
worked together for three days and sewed 15 school uni-
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Photo: Hatixhe and Albana, introducing their experience on the vocational
training course and their volunteer inititiative of tailering school uniform

forms for the children We are so satisfied that our voluntary
work improved somehow the living conditions of our com-
munity and promoted voluntarism as a powerful tool for
community development’.

Drawing Competition

5 children from Isuf Ferra School in Nishtulla, Durres took
part in a drawing competition on the MDGs as a part of
activities on International Volunteer Day and received
awards for their work. Kreshnik described his work for au-
dience, 'l enjoy using different colours when | draw. Seeing

s — 1
Photo: Children from Nishtulla explaining thier art work on MDGs
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for Roma children who do not have access to early learning
through activities that prepare children for school.

This target group is within Roma and Egyptian communities that
are characterized by a high degree of social problems, a high level
of poverty, a high unemployment rate, and a lack of education
and services and as consequence lack of access to society through
civil registration. In addition these communities are affected by
high levels of illiteracy and school drop-out rate.

Awareness of Roma and Egyptian communities - The im-
plementation of this initiative began with awareness raising
campaigns in zones with a high density of Roma and Egyptian
families, to explain to the parents the importance of schooling
for their children. In the areas such a Ura e Dajlanit, Shkozet
and Keneta in Durres 100 families were contacted, resulting in
25 children between the age of 5 — 8 years old (18 boys and
7 qgirls) been identified as potential beneficiaries. In Elbasan,
awareness raising was focused in the suburbs of city and Rrap-
ishta, where 35 children of age 5 - 8 years old (25 boys and 10
girls) were identified.

Preparatory courses - Immediately after the selection process,
in July 2010, there were established and equipped the needed
settings in both Community Centres of Durres and Elbasan to
welcome these children to attend the prep-up courses. The
Community Centres made possible the daily transportation of
children to the communities accompanied by the respective
social worker of each centre.

i 2 d =
Photo: Children going to the first day of school after attending the preprimary classes

During the preparitory courses, 60 children learned daily the
alphabet through learning animals’ names, illustrated by pic-
tures, writing and reading as well mathematics. The teachers
and social workers combined the learning process with enter-
taining games in order to make children relaxed an engaged
and to have an interest in attending school.
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Enrolling in schools - After the successful completion of the
preparitory courses, children were registered in their respec-
tive schools, depending on their place of residence. This
process was difficult due to the documentation required for
enrolment. The majority were not registered in the State Civil
Status Offices. The agreement of cooperation with Directo-
rates of Education, cooperation with Directorates of 9th grade
schools, State Civil Status Offices and local municipalities made
their registration possible. 25 children were enrolled in the 9th
grade schools: “Hasan Koci’, “14 Nentori’, “Qemal Mici” and “E
Re”in Durres, while 35 children were enrolled in the 9th grade
schools: “H. Mullisi” and “Q. Haxhihasani” in Elbasan. Children
were divided in respective classrooms and their attendance of
school has been normal. Periodical meetings were organized
with respective teachers to facilitate their integration in school
in order to prevent non-attendance.

The respective psychologists and social workers of both Com-
munity Centres have organized and monitored meetings
between teachers and parents to establish and reinforce the
positive reports between both parties and to create a basis for
the prevention of school abandonment. Different educational
issues and behaviours were addressed during these meetings.

Besides the meetings, psychologists and social workers have
regularly monitored child attendance and progress in schools.
For example, of 35 children in Elbasan, the results were 1 child
“excellent’, 8 of them “very good’, 12 of them “good’, 9 of them
“sufficient” and the other 5 children “insufficient”.

The Community Centres of Durres and Elbasan, besides
supporting children with the daily home-work, organize
several activities with the other children, in order to enhance
the social inclusion and behaviour through friendship,
socialization and the development of self-confidence. The
daily activities organized at both centres are different,
entertaining, sportive and cultural activities and have
positive effect on the children’s development.

From 60 children enrolled in the education system, no one
has left school. Special attention is dedicated to the relations
with children’s parents through meetings and discussions. The
main topics were their irreplaceable role in the development
and education of their children. Periodical meetings were or-
ganized with Roma and Egyptian parents to reinforce a good
working relationship.

Contact us

United Nations Albania

Papa Gjon Pali Il Street, ABA Business Center, 6th Floor
Tirana, Albania

Phone: +355 4 2233122

Fax: +355 4 2232075

www.un.org.al



