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Excellencies, 

We have the honour to refer to our letter of 13 May 2026 inviting expressions of interest from 
Member States and relevant stakeholders to serve as co-leads of the thematic discussions of the 
first Global Dialogue on Artificial Intelligence Governance, to be held in Geneva on 6 and 7 July 
2026. 

We wish to express our sincere appreciation for the very strong response received. The call 
generated 366 expressions of interest from almost 200 people and organizations, reflecting an 
encouraging level of engagement and commitment from Member States and relevant 
stakeholders across regions and sectors. This response is a clear signal of the importance 
attached to the Global Dialogue and of the shared interest in contributing substantively to its 
discussions. 

In reviewing the expressions of interest, we benefited from the initial analysis of the Joint 
Secretariat and carefully considered the criteria outlined in the call, including thematic 
relevance, geographic balance, diversity of perspectives, relevant expertise, level of 
representation and the multistakeholder character of the process. We also sought to ensure an 
appropriate overall balance across the four thematic clusters taking into account, inter alia, 
overall suitability for the role, stakeholder diversity, geographical and gender balance. 

Following this review, we are pleased to communicate the selected co-leads for the thematic 
discussions: 

Cluster 1 – AI opportunities and implications: social, economic, ethical, cultural, linguistic 
and technical dimensions 

• H.E. Mr. Mark-Alexandre Doumba, Minister of Digital Economy and Innovation, the 
Gabonese Republic. 

• Mr. Rashid Khan, Co-Founder, Yellow.ai. 

 



Cluster 2 – Bridging AI divides: capacity-building, access and digital foundations 

• H.E. Mr. Dominic Alexander Smith, Minister of Public Administration and Artificial 
Intelligence, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

• Mr. Jovan Kurbalija, Executive Director, DiploFoundation. 

Cluster 3 – Safe, secure and trustworthy AI: interoperability and compatibility of approaches 

• H.E. Ms. Paula Bogantes Zamora, Minister of Science, Innovation, Technology and 
Telecommunications, the Republic of Costa Rica. 

• Ms. Rebeca Finlay, CEO, Partnership on AI. 

Cluster 4 – Respecting, protecting and promoting human rights: transparency, 
accountability and human oversight 

• H.E. Mr. Óscar López Águeda, Minister for Digital Transformation and Civil Service, the 
Kingdom of Spain. 

• Ms. Linda Bonyo, Founder and CEO, Lawyers Hub Africa. 

We are grateful to the selected co-leads for their readiness to support this important process and 
for bringing their leadership, expertise and diverse perspectives to the thematic discussions. They 
will support the preparation and conduct of the discussions, including by opening the sessions, 
supporting the finalization of the session programmes in coordination with the Co-Chairs and the 
United Nations system, and helping to capture key insights and possible follow-up 
considerations emerging from the exchanges. 

We recognize that, given the high number and quality of expressions of interest received, it was 
not possible to accommodate all interested Member States and stakeholders in co-lead roles. 
This was a difficult task, and the fact that some candidates have not been selected as co-leads 
should not be understood as limiting their possible contribution to the Global Dialogue. 

On the contrary, as Co-Chairs, we remain committed to identifying appropriate opportunities for 
interested Member States and stakeholders to contribute meaningfully to the Dialogue, including 
as speakers, panellists, moderators, resource persons or contributors in other relevant segments 
of the programme, as appropriate and subject to the finalization of organizational arrangements. 

We also wish to inform Member States and relevant stakeholders that inscription for speakers for 
the sessions with pre-established lists of speakers is now open. Member States may inscribe 
through the e-Speakers module on e-deleGATE, while relevant stakeholders may use the 
dedicated online form. 

Additional information, including the annotated programme, relevant background and concept 
notes, support documents and other organizational details, will be shared in due course. 



We look forward to the continued active engagement of Member States and all relevant 
stakeholders as we move towards a successful and meaningful first Global Dialogue on Artificial 
Intelligence Governance. 

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

  

H.E. Ms. Egriselda López 
Permanent Representative of El Salvador to 

the United Nations 
Co-Chair of the Global Dialogue on AI 

Governance 

H.E. Mr. Rein Tammsaar 
Permanent Representative of Estonia 

to the United Nations 
Co-Chair of the Global Dialogue on AI 

Governance 
 


