
“"The data needs for the Sustainable Development 
Goals are great, and time is not on our side.

Reliable, timely, accessible and disaggregated 
geospatial information must be brought to bear to 
measure progress, inform decision-making and ensure 
effective and inclusive national and sub-national 
programs."

- António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations
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Common geographies, or administrative units,
are critical to compare areas, sub-national and regional

levels for decision-makers within and between countries,
and across sectors, ministries or SDGs

Agriculture Health Gender Water Inequalities Disasters

Objectives





What is needed ?
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Geography

Statistics
(integration)

Validity

(subnational units)
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What for?

Extraction 
Disaggregation (larger dataset)
Aggregation (point within)
Integration (statistics)
Generation of statistics
Ratio (using size)
Visualization

…for information, analysis and knowledge toward decision-
making and program planning



Principles
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Standardized and consistent
through Data specifications

National ownership
and governance

Accessible and Complete data
(spatial+temporal)

Advocacy and Promotion of
national authorities

Capacity and Sponsor

Terms of Use/Contribution

https://www.unsalb.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg_uploads/docs_uploads/SALB_DataSpecifications.pdf


Targets

Compile complete and consistent GIS dataset worldwide for 
administrative boundaries and names at first and second level 
below national, at 1 million scale;

Identify and maintain of authoritative contact information of the 
National Geospatial Authorities responsible for administrative 
boundaries validation

Maintain a table overview of historical changes (data through 
time) of national administrative units and names
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Captured in a country specific MsExcel file containing 4 worksheets  

Must recent situation

Historic changes 1st level

Historic changes 2nd level

Metadata – Data catalog
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Historical changes table



Historical changes table & Data specifications

Elements in each historic changes table

www.unsalb.org

Unit type

Stability period 1                         Stability period 2                         stability period 3

Total number of units 
for the period 

All the elements 
presented here are 

documented

Coloring 
indicates 

changes that 
triggered the 

start of a 
new period

Coding 
evolves to 
reflect the 
changes
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• Split
• Merge
• Renaming of administrative units
• Adding a new administrative level in the 

administrative structure
• Changing the administrative unit type for a given 

administrative level
• Removing a level in the administrative structure
• Re-introducing a level in the administrative 

structure

Split

Merge

Include treatment of territories with special status 
(territory without administration or under national 
administration)
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Types of changes captured
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Geospatial datasets specifications

Administrative Units 

Data Validity

Uniform scale 

Common data specifications

Standard encoding format

Standard fields for attribute 
table

Metadata

Coordinate system

1st & 2nd level Administrative units 

Romanized names and attributions

Polygon boundary Shapefile

Country Name, ISO3CD, ADM1NM, ADM1CD, ADM2NM, 

ADM2CD

ISO 19139 metadata content

WGS84

1 million

Defined by official document. Single geospatial dataset per 

period of representation
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Geospatial dataset (5 periods)

Historical table (change overview)

National
contact



Demonstration case

Programmatic-ready information for action

Subnational data: Sri Lanka

UNCCD

SDG topic: Life on Land

Agency data: land degradation raster

Raster data aggregation by district

link
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/land-degradation-sri-lanka-disaggregated-administrative-units


Demonstration case

Programmatic-ready information for action

Subnational data: Senegal

SDG topic: Zero Hunger

Agency priorities index

Integration by district

link
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/food-insecurity-how-salb-provides-data-help-identifying-those-most-need-food


Demonstration case

Programmatic-ready information for action

Subnational data: Mozambique

SDG topic: Climate Change

Agency analysis on floods

Impact evaluation and risk

link

OCHA
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/increasing-readiness-humanitarian-assistance-data-action-cyclones-mozambique


Capacity
• Sponsor NGIA
• In country workshop
• Capacity development

Workshop
June 2022

UN-GGIM Africa &
AfricaGIS 2021

United Nations  | Geospatial



National Geospatial Authorities

UN agencies and programmes

Regional Organizations

Other organizations
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SALB Programme
www.unsalb.org

http://www.unsalb.org/

