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Setting the global scene
We fell victim to “the tyranny of the urgent,” the problem that 

occurs when the “urgent” replaces the “important.”

We will do good for the Earth by doing well in our businesses.

Today, there’s nothing more important than sustainability.

Ola Rollen, President and CEO of Hexagon, 20 April 2021

• Expanding urbanisation, concerns about food production, climate change, the need for 

sustainable land management and development, and growing inequality are putting our global 

‘resilience’ under stress. 

• The way in which our society is organised amplifies the structural threats that climate change 

and the emergence of new infectious diseases have upon the world.

• Many global development challenges, particularly pertaining to socio-economic development and 

equity, are intrinsically tied to what happens where at the local level – cities, communities, 

citizens.

• Governments, institutions and industry can make the necessary investments in the many 

components of preparedness and resilience - of which geospatial information is key.
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Everything happens somewhere. Geospatial 

information reflects the physical world in which 

all human, economic and environmental activity 

takes place, and provides the digital version of our 

world.

It is an essential national information resource, 

critical component of the national infrastructure 

and knowledge economy; a blueprint of what 

happens where, and the means to integrate a wide 

variety of government services. 

Geospatial information provides the evidence for 

sustainable development, to measure, monitor 

and report on progress… with geography and 

location… relating people, activities and events to 

a place… informing policy- and decision-making, 

and determining actionable outcomes… so that no 

one is left behind.

Defining Geospatial Information
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Future Trends in Geospatial 
Information Management

The full Future Trends Report can be accessed here.

The Future Trends Report provides expert opinion on the 

mid to long term-developments in geospatial information.

It is a strategic insight document for all countries and the 

global geospatial information community. 

It is broad in nature, looking at emerging trends in 

technology, legal and policy, skills and training, the 

private and non-governmental sectors, and in the role of 

government.

Recognizing that disruption and change in the geospatial 

community are likely to occur as a result of the linking of 

multiple trends, the Report explores a diverse set of 

emerging and developing trends. 

http://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/Future_Trends_Report_THIRD_EDITION_digital_accessible.pdf
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Global Geodetic Reference Frame

“Science of measuring the shape, orientation and gravity field of the Earth

and how it changes over time.”
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Global Fundamental Geospatial Data Themes

Document: https://ggim.un.org/documents/Fundamental%20Data%20Publication.pdf

StoryMap: https://undesa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4741ad51ff7a463d833d18cbcec29fff

https://ggim.un.org/documents/Fundamental%20Data%20Publication.pdf
https://undesa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4741ad51ff7a463d833d18cbcec29fff
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During disaster 
situations, the data-
sharing mechanism to 
support decision-
making is generally 
not in place. As a 
result, the many 
actors and 
stakeholders 
simultaneously 
engaged in response 
are not only 
gathering volumes of 
concurrent and 
inconsistent 
geospatial datasets, 
but they are also 
concerned with issues 
of coordination and 
communication. This 
underscores the 
strong relevance of a 
Strategic Framework.
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Sustainable development 

demands effective land 

administration. Effective 

land administration supports 

sustainable development.

The Framework for Effective 

Land Administration (FELA) 

is fully aligned with the 

Integrated Geospatial 

Information Framework 

(IGIF) as an overarching 

policy guide supporting the 

achievements of the SDGs.

Following a broad and 

inclusive global 

consultation, UN-GGIM 

adopted the FELA at its 

Tenth Session in 2020.

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/10th-Session/documents/E-C.20-2020-29-Add_2-Framework-for-Effective-Land-Administration.pdf

Framework for Effective Land Administration (FELA)
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Global Statistical Geospatial Framework (GSGF)

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/9th-Session/documents/The_GSGF.pdf

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/9th-Session/documents/The_GSGF.pdf
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IAEG-SDGs and 
WGGI

Global 
Frameworks, 

Standards and 
Norms

Geospatial Data 
– Global, 

Regional and 
National

Disaggregation 
by Geographic 

Location

National 
Experiences of 
Measuring and 

Monitoring SDGs 
Indicators

National 
Experiences of 
Producing SDG 
Indicators with 

Geospatial 
Information
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The IGIF is a multi-dimensional Framework 

aimed at strengthening national geospatial 

information management in countries, 

developing countries in particular.

It comprises an overarching Strategy –

from local to global, Implementation

guidance, and Action plans at the country 

level.

With a focus on the ability for geospatial 

information to be integrated with any 

other meaningful data to solve societal 

and environmental problems, the IGIF acts 

as a catalyst for economic growth and 

opportunity and stimulates improved 

understanding and decision-making for 

national development priorities and the 

SDGs. 

http://ggim.un.org/IGIF/

http://ggim.un.org/IGIF/
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Geospatial information has emerged as a major contributor 

to socio-economic transformation in many countries, 

including e-government, e-service and e-commerce.

Yet there is still a considerable lack of awareness and 

understanding of the vital and integrative role of geospatial 

information and related enabling architectures, such as 

National Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDIs), in 

contributing to local, national, regional, and global 

development.

WHY IS THE IGIF NEEDED?

http://ggim.un.org/IGIF/

http://ggim.un.org/IGIF/
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IGIF: STRATEGIC DRIVERS

Global 
development 
agendas are a 
major driver for 
maintaining 
quality geospatial 
data to better 
inform policy and 
demonstrate 
national progress 
globally.
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IGIF: STRATEGIC DRIVERS
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THE IGIF IS ANCHORED BY 9 STRATEGIC PATHWAYS TO GUIDE
GOVERNMENTS TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION

Governance Technology People
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9 Strategic 
Pathways solve 
the IGIF puzzle
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Vision and Mission

Geo-driven eGovernment and Innovation that empowers efficient and effective

use of geospatial information towards national sustainable development.

Strengthen integrated geospatial information management and promote the

value of geospatial information through leadership, coordination, partnerships,

advanced technology and geo-standards.

1. QUALITY 
INFORMATION

2. ACCESSIBLE
AND USEFUL

3. GOOD 
GOVERNANCE

4. INNOVATION
AND CAPACITY

Goals



Creating job opportunities

Generating citizen 

benefits

Improved public sector 

efficiency

Stimulating private 

sector investment

Saving lives in 

emergencies

Improved adaptation to 

climate change

Land administration 
and State Land 
management

National and 
Sectoral 
Development 
Planning

Strategic Alignment Benefits

Mining

Defense

eGovernance
Health

Environment and 
Tourism

Agriculture

Utilities

Disaster 
management

Transport
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SDG Data Alliance

Based on the foundational principle of reducing 

inequalities of all kinds, the W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation, Esri, PVBLIC Foundation, the United 

Nations Global Geospatial Information 

Management Section in the Statistics Division,  

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), 

joined forces in 2021 to form the SDG Data Alliance.

Using the power of purpose-driven collaboration 

and leading GIS technology, this influential group 

of partners will accelerate achievement of the 

SDGs by creating 20 SDG Data Hubs across 

developing countries in Africa, Asia and the Pacific 

and Latin America and the Caribbean.



A Multi-Stakeholder 

Partnership



19 Focus Countries



Reducing inequality (SDG 10) is the 
most important step countries can
take to improve standards of living

The SDG Data Alliance’s

technology, expertise, and 

financial support enables 

countries to more precisely 

allocate resources to address 

all forms of inequity - reducing 

inequalities of all kinds.

Including

● Equity for women, reducing hunger    

● Reducing poverty

● Improving access to clean water

● Taking action to reduce the impact of climate 

change



SDG Data Alliance provides 

the detailed guidance 

towards ‘integrating’

geospatial information with 

any other meaningful data 

to solve our societal 

problems

The SDG DATA ALLIANCE is influenced by

Governance, Technology & People

Africa
Latin America

Asia



Governance and 
Institutions

Communication and 
Engagement

Policy and Legal Financial

Data
Innovation

Standards

Partnerships
Capacity and 

Education

Objectives and Outcomes

● Leverage and strengthen the in-country 

expertise from geospatial experts within

and across governmental agencies 

and organizations leveraging the data 

hubs

● Address national and global reporting

requirements to report on the SDGs with 

specific focus on SDG 10

● Accelerate achievement of the SDGs

by accurately identifying areas for 

focus and investment

https://ggim.un.org/IGIF/
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Thank You ☺


