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COMVXTTEE OF EXPERTS ON CARTOGRAFHY
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE THIRD MEETING

Held at. Lake Succegs, New York,
on Tuesday, 22 March 1949, at 2.30 p.m.

UCNTLNTS ¢ i : j

Consideration of problems connecteg with the co-ordination of the
activities of the United Nations and ite specialized agencies:
(a) TReview of reports submitted by various speciaiized

agencles on their nseds, activities and programmes
(Cexrtography/W.2 end W.2/0dd.l, Cartography/W.5)

(discussion continued);

(b) Review of the commnications submitted by international
governuental and non-govermmental organizations the work
of which is connected with cartography (Cartography/ii.l).

Chadrman: Mr., R.H. RANDALL

Lupsulting Experss:
Mr, R.L1. BROWN

Mr, C., LEITE DE CASIRO
Mr, W. SCHERMERHORN
Myr. R. VERLAINE
Zxport from Covermmsnt of Brazil:
Mr. A.H, de MATTOS
nepresentatives from Specialized Agencies:

Mr, S.V, ARNALDO (United Netions Fducationel Sciertific
and Culturel Organization)

Mr. E.R.L. PEAXKE (International Civil Aviation Organiza®in.
Mr, G.E. HILL (World Health Organization)

Any corrections of this record should be submitted in writing, in
either of the working languages (English or French), and within two
working days, to Mr. E. Delavenay, Director, Official Records Division,
koom F-852, Lake Success. Corrections should be acccmpanied by or
Incorporated in a letter, on headed notepaper, bearing the appropriate
gymbol number and enclosed in an envelope marked "Urgent'. Corrections
can be dealt with more sgpeedily by the services concerned if delegationn
will be good enough also to incorporate them in a mimeographed copy of i
the record .
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liepresentatives from Inter-goverrmental organizations:

Mr. C.L. NICHOLS (International Hydrographic Buresu
Mr. 8. W. BOGGS } iPan-American Institute of Geopraphy
Mr. A, SIMONPIETRI and History?

Lepresentatives from International Non-governmental organizations:

Mr. H.W. HEMPLE (International Union of Geodesy and
, og ysics, Intermational "lcuneil
of Scientific Unions, Inter-
national Federation &f Surveyors)

Mr. 0.S. READING (International Society of Photcgrammetry.
Mr. M.S. WRIGHT (American Congress on Surveying and
%),
Inter-American)
Szcrstariat:
Mr, G, DURAN (Department of Social Affairs)
Mro, WoJ. BRUCE (Dspartmant of Econguic Affairs,

Statistical Office
My T TCIANG Secretary of the Conmittee
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CUIBIDERALITION OF PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH THT. CO~ORDINATIGN O THE
ACTIVITIES OF TIE UNITED NATTONS AND ITS L.UECIALIZED AGENCIES
(a) DEVIEV OF REVORTS SUBMITTED BY VARIOUC S.ECTIALIZED AGENCIES
CN TIIIR NEEDS, ACTIVITIL' AND PROGRAMMES (Cartobraghy/W.E
end W.2 Add.l Cartography,W.») (discussion continued).

Shatietical Office of the United Nations Secretariat

At the request of the CIIATRMAN, Mr. BRUCE (Cecretariat)
ontlinad the activities of the Statistical 0ffice of the United Nations.

Mr. Bruce said that the main objective of the ut&tisu-cal OfTic
was the collection and dissemination by meang of publications of statiscica
oa such subjects of intermationel interest, not already covered by
Specialized Agencies, as sopulation, natlonal income, production, hous¢:3
ard delinguency. In the cowrge of that work constant efforts were being
mace Lo improve the comyarability of such statistice. The Statistical
Office was also intended to provide the Councils, Regional Commissions
and other organs of the United Nations and its Secretariat with such
data and charts as they might require, It had been found that gra hic

illustrations rendered statistics more comprehensible and effective.
i

Administratively, the Statistical Office was »laced under the
direction of Mr Owen, Assistant Secretary General in Charge of the
Department of Ieconomic Affairs, though its character as a central service
was emphagized. The structure of 1te stafi of TO=80 persons was
deliberately keot elostic, so that the Oifice could accoumodate itself
to the fluctuating and seasonal demands made upon it. ' A special
section was maintained to serve as the Secretariat to the Ctatistical
Commisgion, which vas an international body made up of 12 members
sslected for their expert ability by the Secretary-General and appointed
Ty fthe Econoﬁic and Social Council, /nother ssction of the Statistical
Office was devoted to research for the improvement of comparebility, and
others were particularly concerned with the publication of the Monthly
Statistical Bullevin and the Demogra hic Year Book, But. all sections

5 fluid, and per%Onnel could be transferred from ona tn ﬂnﬂthe¢.

In revly to a quest&on, Mz, Bruce gtated that the ut&thtlcal

Office had been set wp In July 1946 with an initial authorization for &

[staff of
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staff of 4J; two years later it Hud reached its vresent numbers which
Pemained fairly constant.

Among; the Junior staff were a few trainees from Member Governments
w20 were attached for one or two years to learn all aspscts of iaternational
statisticai work, In anticiﬁation of the 1950 census in the Americas,
the Food and Agricultural Orgenization, in association with the Statistical
Office, had set wp a 2-3 months! training course in Mexice City, whlch had
provided spscial instructioﬁ for some 60 progpective directors of the
CENSUS, The .scheme had been successful and would probably be used as a
aodsl for others of the same tyoe.

Mr. Bruce said that there.had been two intermational meetings concerned
with statistics. One, an informal meeting, had been cgavened in Geneva
in 1948 by the Secrstary-General of the United Nations. Repreeentatives
from the statistical departments of many European Governments had med
there to co-ordinate the demand and supply of statistics requived by
various intérnational organizations In connexion with European post-war
reconguruction. The other, known as the World Statistical Congress of
94T, had been convened in Washington by the Secretary-Ganeral; and had
been deaigned to take advantage of the fact that some seven internmational
scientific organizations with a common interest in statistics were holding
mestings in Washington at about the same time. TFor each of these
meetings, the United Nations had provided the background documentétion
and the conference services, but not expenses for those who had attended.

The CIAIRMAN thanked lMr. Bruce for the assistance he had gliven the
Comnittee, 5\

Mr. BRUCE withdrew. ' ok

The CHIAIRMAN pointed out that the teim tcartography', which ha&
QTlLiPallY meant the compilation of maps, had now come to embrace & TOTY
wide field, which was reviewed in the working paper Cartography/w.3.

It vas within the framework outlined by that working paper that he
Proposed further discussion should be directed, A \

Cartographic Services of the United Nations Secretariat (Cartographyfh.;}

At the request pf.the CHATRMAN,, Mr. ﬁURAN (Secretariat) read

/out the
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oot the workirg papsy Cartograph:'_i"if.j , Wnich reviewed the activities enu
feoawrs nzeds of the United Nations Sscretariat sz a whole in the Tieid

- | = e P
Q erzbogzapam;

In reply to a question, Mr. Duren explained that ths Unitsd Naticns
sseretziiat was responsible for the registraticn of treaties, which
might entail the rejérod:uqtion of boundary mans, Ile added that the
heaviegh, dexand fer maps and charts would probably arise in connexion
with item C 4 of the working pajer Cartography/W.5, namely, technical

aszistancs for economic development.

by, SCIERMERHORN, refexring to the difficulty exverienced by
the Secretariat in obtaining up-to-dats maps from Mermber Covernmsnts ,
exprasssd tlhs cpinion that when the value of an adequate cartographic
service kel besn mads evident, Meouber Coverrments would bs mors ready to

ccroperata waoleheartedly in supplying mavs and informetion.

TTie CHATRVMAN pointsd cut that the paramount ihtereﬂt N
certorme iy aust always be that of ths user or "consuvmer™, Coms
ovrganizatisas had apparently thonght that the Comniittee 22 Hmerss wished
o Zonow waat cariographic services the organizaticns ware themselves
roviding, whersas the Committee wae more enxious to deternine their

rarall neels, end then to recommend how those nseds were to be uet.
Lz ©thanksd Mr., Duran for his information and help.

Intervational Civil Aviatior Orgenization.

Mr. PEAK'E {International Civil Aviation Organizetion) reviewed
briefly the general structure end organization of the ICAQ, as outlined
ia ite memorazdum on the position of ICAO in the fisld of international
cartograrhy (W.2). "Ihe main bvody of the organization was the Council.
which was composed of members of twenty-three contracting States 4
alected every thres yeavs. From the Council depended the principal
committess, such as the Air Transport Committes end the Air Navigetion
Cormitlee to which were appended a number of' technical sub-comissions
ssr7iced by the Secrotariat, Regional organizations of the TCAN had

been set ne in five areas of the world,

/The Catographic
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Ths cartographic activities of ICAD were developed through the
Acronautical Charts Division of the Air Nevigation Commission, One
of the most important tasks of the organization was the production of
gtandardis and recommended Practices for asronautical charts which
were published as annexes to the Convention in Civil Avigtion, The
MAP Section of the Secretariat produced charts and for the ICAO manuals
end procedures for zir navigation, and maintained a chart library.

The mars produced by that section employed the gproved symbols
Geveloped by the MAF Division of the ICAO. The work of the MAP Section
was hacdled by a staff of ten located at the Montreal headquarters,

The organization felt a need for basic inforuation on geography
and 1% wag the hove of the ICAD that the findings of the committes would
Fromote the production of better basic maps. Mr, Peake said that he
would inform the committee of the areas which the ICAO considsred weal,
The 7CAO also felt it would be desirable to co-ordinate and gupplement

available information on place names,

The CHAIRMAN agreed that the question of place names wag
within the purview of the committes. Although the Statistical Commission
had done an excellent job in nomenclature, the committee should gssist
in solving problems of orthography and rules of transliteration,

With reference to the co~ordination of the geodetic frams-work of
neighboring states mentioned in the weport of the ICAO (W.2)
Mr, Peake explained that such co-ordination was necesggary for air
navigation because of the fact that beacons were in the great circle.
. "nless the geodetic frame-work was expressed in the same terms of
navigating vo-ordinates, it would be difficult to obtain fixes,
Beglcally, the treatment of the question would have to be international,

In reply to a remark by Mr, BROWN (Consulting Expert),
Mr, Peake stated that for purposes of air navigation, astro fixes

Wele not sufficient.

Mr. SCHERMERHORN (Consulting Expert) mentioned recent
exfortc which had been made to recompute the triangulation of Westein
Burope; The results had not Leen particularly gatisfactory, That
task was an enormous one and Mr. Schermerhorn felt that it was clearly

Jwithin
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within the province of an intertiaticnal body such as the United Nations
to pramote the. accurate co-ordination of the geodetic Ffreme-work of
Gations, end encourage tiie use of the same systems of co-ordinates.

Mr. VERLAINE (Consulting Expert) said that Belgium had
clogely studied the question of triangulation and agreement on certain
veints had Baen Treached between that country and Italy, France and
Spain, The nroblem had not ,however, been completely solved.

In reply to « question from Mr, HEMPIE (International Council
of Scientific Unions, International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics)
Mr. PRAKS (International Civil Aviation Organization) 5ic:? that every
contracting state accepted and uged the ICAO gtandards. Reliability
Clagrams regaxCing the World Aeronautical Chext ICAO were supplied by

nember nabions.

The CEATRMAN thanked the representative of the ICAO for
his informative survey of the structure and functions of the ICAO.

Mr. ARNAIDO (UNESCO) stated that the UNESCO was not now
engaged in any considerable production of maps and therefore expected
to make extensive use of the services of the United Nations, the
speclalized agencies and other international organizations in that field,
The needls of UNESGCO would be confined in the main to special puipoes mars
of the Class IIT type as defined in Modern Cartographic Methods.
(Cartography - W.3)

JNESCO would suggest the establishment of a'permanent ad hoc
co~ordinating committee to co-ordinate the activities of the United
Nations end the gpecialized agencleg in the field of cartcgraphy.

Although science and scientific research came within its pucvicw,
“INEECO had not yet P'epared definite programmes in those fialds
28 it wae being re-organized under its new Director General,

No cartcgraphic services were being projected, but UNESCO intended to
carry on certain cartographic activities in connexlon with rrogrammes
already in operstion. For the future, UNESCO would chart its course on

/%hﬁ basgis
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the basig of the findings of the commiittes, Mr. Arnaldo wicshsd to

epsure the committee; however, that UNESCO had an active interest in
traiuing scientific, experts and supported a programme of grants-in-gid
to schelars for that purpose.

The CHATRMAN thanked the represeuntative of UNESCO for his
Lelpful summary of the needs and sctivities of UNESZO0 in the field

of cartogzaphy.

ITEN 3 (c) REVIEW OF THE COMMUNICATIONS SUBMITTED BY TNTEZRNATTCNAL
GOVERNMENEAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATICNS THE WORK CF WETCH
IS CONNECTED WITH CARTOGRAPEY (Cartography 1b).

Mr, NICEOIS (International Eydrographic Bureau) referred to
the swumary of the werk of the International liydiographic Bureau which
Le bhad distributed to the commitiee. He stated that the IHB had
been the co-ordinating body of the hydrogrsphic offices of the world
gince 1921?Iworking with various international organizations in the
golubien of gomﬁon problams.

The Bufeau had been most successful in its work, as was illustratec
by the full attendance of its members at its Fifth Conference held in
tionaco in 1947, The most importent maritime nations of the world were
uenhers of“the organization, Several nations were at that tiume
cosldsrdng Jolning the Bureau or Ienewing their membership which had
lepsed during the war, The 1HB was an active, growing co=ordinating
agency that had the full support of the hydrogiraphers of itg member
States as well as that of many non-member States, :

At the Fifth International Hydrographic Conference the possgible
velationship of the IHB wiih the United Nations Lad besn fuliy i
discusged, AL that Corfersnce it had been repeatedly emphasi zed thsi
while it was desired to establish the most cordial relationship with-
the United Wations, the delegates were of the opinion that the IHB.
ghould »remesin an independent offiga, ana. m -mexatule g 4o Tt

2ffcet Tad ucom paesed oy the Cuoaferences .

/The CHATRMAN
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The CEAIRMAN expressed the committee's appreciation for the
clear statement of the organization and work of ths THB which hed
been made by its representative, He then thanked the Secretariat for
the facilities it had put at the disposal of the Committes,

The meeting rose at 5,10 p.m,






