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ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN ;

The ACTING CHAIRMAN welcomad the mambors of the Coumittee of

Experts on behalf of theSecretary-General, and expressed the hops thet
the work of the Committee would be effective and would meet with public

response. le regretted that he would be unable to attend the meetings of
the Committee; as a scientist, he wovld have been very interested in them,

The Committee had both long-range end short-range objectives. As a
committes of scientists, it was its rigit and duty to take the widest view

and to outline what was desirable, if not immediatelypossible, As =body

ef practical experts, it was also its duty to make conorete recommendations

for immediate action in the international svhere.

Finally, he invited the Committee to elect a Chairman,

Mr. SCZERMERHORN proposed that Mr. Randall should be elected

Chairman, All those who hac attended the meeting cf the Pan American
Tastitute of Geographyend History at Buenos Aires in 1948, and ecen
Me, Randall'swork there, would approve of his proposal,

Mr, BROWN seconded the proposal.

Mr. RANDALL was unanimously elected Chairman,

Mr. RANDALL took the Chair.

The CEATRMAN said that he was greatly honored by his election,
He suggested that the Committee should settle down to work at oncs.

ADOPLION OF Td ACENDA

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the provisional agendahad been
drawn up by the Secretariat on the basis of the Econcmic and Social Council

resolution of February 1948 and cf suggestions made by Metber Governments

and organizations which had bsen asked to supply information. He

suggested that the meeting should be suspended for a few minutes to ensble

mombers to study the provisional agenda and consult together, if necessary.

The meeting was suepended forten minutes,

The meeting having been resumed, Mr. SIMONPISTRI (Pan American
Institute of Geography and History) proposed that the provisional agonda
should be adopted, subject to review at a later stage.

Me, WRIGET (American Congress on Surveying and Mapping) asconded

‘the Proposal,

Subject_to a later revicy, the agers was unanimously acopted,
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ORGANIZATION OF (HE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

Me. WRIGHT (American Congread on Surveying and Mavping) wonlersd

whether the Committes planned to work as a composite body cn all the items

on the agenda or whether the msmbers proposed to appoint sm12 working

groups to dsal with each item,

. Me, SCHERMERHORN pointed out that the Committee's task had not

yet been clearly defined, The scoys cf its work would bé discussed when

the final agenda was adopted. He thought, therefore, that the questicn

raised by Mr. Wright could be deferred for decision. unbil that time,

Mr, BROWN supported that point of view. After item throes of

the agenda had been reviewed, the Committees could study the resolution cf

the Council and thus clearly define the task before it, <A dacisaion

couid tasn be taken on the rest of the agenda, as well as on ths procedure

the Committee wished to follow in its work.

Mr, SIMONPISIRI (Pan American Institute of Gecgraphy and History)

ageesd that at that stage of its work, the Committee's procediwe should be

kept as fluid as possible. -

The CHAIRMAN stated that while there was no direct connexion

between the Committee and scientific societies cr organizations of the

United States Government, he nevertheless wished to point out that in the

United States since 1945 discussions on cartography had given risa to ths

question of what the United Nations and other world-wide organizations

could and should do in order to rsap the best advantages fromevailable

cartographic services as well as tec speed up the surveying and mapping of

the world. During the course of those discussions the wisdom of calling

a mosting of experts in the field of cartography had become apparent,

The Chairman stressed the fact that the Committee of Experts which
had been convened was approaching its task withow any preconceived idsas

on what the outcome of its deliberations would be, As the Assistant

Secretary-Gensral in charge of Social Affairs had pointed out, its recom-

mendations could embrace the far-flung horizons of the future as well as

the narrower problems of the present,

In reply to a questionfrom Mr, Boggs, the Chairman added that it

seemed preferable for the Conmittee to acquaint itself with the documents

at its disposal before hearing the remarks of the representatives of the

specialized agencies or other organizations,

The meeting wose as 2.40 am,
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