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ELECTION CF CHAIRMAN

The ACTING CHAIRMAN welcomsd the msmbors of the Coxmittee of

Hxperts on behalf of the Secfetary-@eneral, and expressed the hope that
the work of the Committes would be effective and wonld meet with public
responae. He regrelted that he would be unabls to atbend the meslings cf
the Committee; as a scientist, he wovld have been very interssted in them,

The Committee had both long-range end short-range objsctives, As a2
committes of scientists, it was ita rigit and duby to take the widast visw
ard to outline what was desirable, if not immediately possible, As & body
of practical experta, it was also its duty to meks concrete recommendations
for immediszte asction in the international sbhere.

Finally, he invited the Committee to elect a Chairmsn,

Mr, SCEERMERHORN proposed that Mr, Randall should be elscted
Chairman, Al those who had attended the mesting cf the Pan American
Tnstitute of Geography and History at Buenos Aires in 1948, and sesn
Me, Remlall's work there, would approve of his proposel.

Mr, EROWN seconded the proposal,

Mro, RANDALL was unanimously elscted Chairman,

I\‘ﬁ'ﬁ RAMJL tOOK tha Gl‘.‘ﬁi)ia

The CEAIRMAN said that he was greatly honorsd by hkis slection.
He suggestzd that ths Committee should settis down to work at onecs.

ADQPTION OF THE ACENDA

The CHAIRMAW vpointed oul that the provisional agsnda had been
drawn up by the Secretariat on the basis of the Econcmic and Social Council
regolution of February 1948 and of suggestions male by Msmber Goverpments
and organizetions which had been asked to swupply informaticn. He
suggested that the meeting should be suspended for a few minutes to enabls
mombers to study the provieional agenda and consult together, if nscessary.

The meeting was suspendsd for ten minutes.

. The meeting having been resumed, Mr. SIMONPIETRI (Pan American
Institute of Geography and Eistory) propeosed that the provisicral asgonda

should be adopted, subject to review at a later stage.

Mr. WRIGIT (American Congress on Swrveying end Mapping) sscoaded
the proposal,
Subject to a later review, the agsnds wag unanimously scopled,
JORGANIZATION OF
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ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

Me. WRIGHT (American Cengress on Swrveying and Marping) wondsrsd
wiether the Commities planned %o work as a compodite body cn all the items
on the agenda or vhether the msmbers proposed to appoint small working
groups Lo dsal with each item,

. Mo SCHERMEREORN pointed out that the Comnitise’s task had nob
set.bsan cleérly defined, The scops of ite work would ha discugead when
the final agenda was adopted, Fo thought, thersfore, that the qussticn
raised by Mr. Weight could be deferred for decisicn until that btime,

Mr, EROWN supported that point of view, After item thros of
the agenda had bsen reviewed, the Committes could gtudy the resclution of
the Council and thus clearly defins ihe tesgk before it, 4 daciaion
could thsn be taken on the rest of the agesnda, as well as on ths procedurs

the Committes wished to follow im ite work,

Mr, SIMONPIETIRI (Pan Americen Institute of Gecgraphy and History)
ageesd that a’t that stage of its work, the Coumittesfs procedmwre should ba

-

kent as fluid as pogsible.

The CHAIRMAN stated *that while there was no direct comnexion
batween the Committee and scientific socistles cr ozgenizations of the
United States Government, he nevertheless wished to point cut that in the
United States eince 1945 discuesicons on cartography had given rise to ths
qusstion of what the United Nations and other world-wide organizations
could and should do in order to rsap the bsst advaniages from evailsble
cartographic services as well as tc speed up the surveying and mapping of
the world. During the course of those discussions the wisdom of calling
a mosting of evperte in the fisld of cartography had become apparens,

Thé Chairman stressed the fact that the Committee of Experts which
had been couvensd was approaching its task withous any preconceived idsas
on what the outcoms of ite daliberations would be, As the Assistant
Sacretary-Gensral in charge of Social Affeirs bad pointed out, its recom-
mendstions could embrace the far-flung horizons of the future as well as
the narrower problems of the present,

In reply to a question from Mr, Boggs, the Chairman added that it
seemsd preferable for the Committee to acquaint itself with the documents
at ita'disposal beloras haaringAtha remarks of the reprssentatives of the
specialized agencies or other organizations,

The moeting »ose &b (1,40 a1,
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