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Population and percentage of population relying on polluting cooking systems in Asia by country in 2020 

Percentage of population relying on polluting cooking systems, by sub-region in 2020

2.4 billion people, mostly in low and 
middle-income countries, still lacked access 
to clean cooking fuels and technologies in 
2020
Only about one in five people in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa has access to clean cooking 
In total, more than half of those having to 
rely on polluting cooking systems live in 
Asia

Traditional uses of polluting fuels for cooking –such as 
charcoal, coal, crop waste, dung, kerosene and wood– have 
dramatic consequences for the environment, economic 
development and health   

        Population lacking access to clean fuels decreased 
consistently in Asian regions in the last years 
Sub-Saharan Africa remains the only region in which 
this number is rising
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Global distribution of people lacking access to clean fuels
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Population relying on polluting fuels and technologies for cooking 
By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

ENSURE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, SUSTAINABLE AND 
MODERN ENERGY FOR ALL

Source: WHO, 2022

Population lacking access to clean fuels and
technologies by sub-region, 2000-2020
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. 
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Due to air pollution, the use of inefficient fuels 
for cooking alone is estimated to cause over 4 
million deaths annually, mainly among women 
and children. This is more than Tuberculosis, 
Human Immuno-deficiency Virus and malaria 
combined. UN Photo - Logan Abassi, 2013  


