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Statement by Pol.Col. Naras Savestanan, 

Director of Bureau of Foreign Affairs and Transnational Crime,  

Ministry of Justice of Thailand 

at the Second Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the 

Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small 

Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, 

11 July 2005, New York  

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, my delegation wishes to join others in congratulating you on your election 

to preside over this important  meeting. Our congratulations also go to the members of the 

Bureau on their election. My delegation believes that with your rich experience and able 

leadership, this meeting will be led to a successful outcome. You and the members of the 

bureau have my delegation’s full support. 

My delegation wishes also to align itself with the statement to be made by the 

representative of Myanmar on behalf of the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN).  

 

Mr. Chairman,  

My delegation views the illicit trade, proliferation, and trafficking of SALWs as one of 

the serious threats to peace, security and development. It incurs a grave human cost and 

greatly affects human security. My delegation therefore values the Programme of Action 

of the United Nations as a significant multilateral framework to combat the illicit trade in 

SALWs, and has been committed to its full implementation at national, regional and 

international levels. 

At the national level, my Government has developed legislation and procedures to 

exercise effective control over the transfer, transit and transshipment of SALWs. We 

have also rendered full cooperation to other countries in opposing the proliferation and 

illicit trafficking of conventional weapons, and in strengthening capacity building on 

export controls as well as enhancing the efficiency of law enforcement. Recent initiatives 

include the adoption of a number of export control measures such as a new watch list of 

dual use goods and measures under International Ship and Port Facility Security Code, 
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the stepping up of the controlling measures over the transfer of MAN-Portable Air 

Defense System (MANPADS), and the establishment of the ‘Thailand-Maritime Co-

ordination Centre’, for maritime traffic control and safety in an attempt to prevent crimes 

at sea, piracy and arms smuggling. 

At the regional level, Thailand has consistently cooperated with other ASEAN countries 

in the implementation of the Programme of Action, for example, through the ASEAN 

Ministerial and Senior Officials Meetings on Transnational Crime and the 

ASEANAPOL, the Association of Heads of Police from the 10 ASEAN Member 

Countries.  Thailand has also provided training and operation assistance to neighbouring 

countries and we have worked closely with our neighbours to prevent arms trafficking 

along the borders. 

 At the international level, Mr. Chairman, Thailand has a firm policy to support 

international efforts to prevent the illicit trade in SALWs. Thailand has worked closely 

with other countries in this regard through the INTERPOL.  Thailand has also 

participated in international meetings and conferences to exchange our experiences and to 

enhance our cooperation. We also feel that international efforts to combat the illicit trade 

of SALWs will be greatly strengthened as a result of the forthcoming adoption and 

implementation of the draft international instrument to enable states to identify and trace, 

in a timely and reliable manner, illicit SALWs, concluded by the Open-Ended Working 

Group last month. To arrive at a full and effective implementation of this instrument, my 

delegation hopes that States in a position to do so will spare no efforts in rendering 

assistance in enhancing national capacity of states in need.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Last but not least, we also feel that in combating illicit trade in SALWs, State needs to 

work closely with its private sector. The private sector needs to assume its responsibility 

to the society. Arms producers and exporters need to realize that business profits can 

definitely not overrule the looming threat presented by the possibility of militant non-

State actors acquiring these arms. Marking small arms will help prevent the illicit transfer 

of arms, and prevent arms from falling into the hands of those non-State actors. 

     

Finally, my delegation wishes to commend the tremendous efforts undertaken by various 

NGOs in helping the control of SALWs and in educating the public. Given the success of 
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the NGOs community in pushing for the Mine Ban Convention, my delegation feels that 

NGOs can also play an equally instrumental role in combating the illicit trade of SALWs. 

My delegation pledges our support to the NGOs community and urges them to continue 

their good work.   

 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

 

********************* 


