
Thematic Discussions 

Export Controls and Illicit Brokering 
 

 

• Export controls are key safeguards to ensuring state oversight in the legal 

transfer of small arms and light weapons, thereby reducing the risk of the illicit 

trade.  Under the UN Programme of Action, states have the primary responsibility 

of considering small arms and light weapons exports in accordance with 

international law.  This means that states should be guided by considerations 

including the risk of the weapons for exports contributing to violations of human 

rights and international humanitarian law. 

 

• Since the adoption of the UN Programme of Action in July 2001, we have made 

progress in tightening controls relating to the export of small arms and light 

weapons.  Yet the challenge of illicit arms shipments still remains today.  As 

witnessed by the persistent violations of the United Nations Security Council 

arms embargoes, illicit arms exports continue to take place as a result of the 

absence of export control laws and procedures, lack of enforcement measures, and 

the absence of end-user verification measures  

 

• Let me reiterate that the primary responsibility for arms exports rests with the 

states and it is our obligation that we take this responsibility very seriously and 

develop the necessary laws, procedures and enforcement measures in our 

respective jurisdictions. 

 

• In the international arena, we note the significant work that is being done to 

enhance export controls. The Wassenaar Arrangement continues to play a key role 

in promoting transparency and greater responsibility in arms transfers, with a 

view to preventing their destabilising accumulations. The United Kingdom is 

leading the Transfer Control Initiative (TCI), which aims to work towards the 

development of common criteria and procedures for arms transfers. 

 

• We support the development of common criteria and procedures for arms exports 

with the goal of incorporating such guidelines into a revised UN Programme of 

Action in the Review Conference in 2006. 

 

• Illicit brokering of small arms continues to pose a major challenge in our efforts 

to combat the proliferation and misuse of small arms.  We note the important 

work that the governments of Norway and the Netherlands are undertaking to 

assemble existing practices on combating illicit brokering in different regions in 

an effort to develop common principles.  We also note that work on an 

international instrument on brokering is foreseen to begin after the Review 

Conference in 2006.  In the meantime, we encourage countries to work towards 

measures for curbing illicit brokering in their respective national jurisdictions. 

 


