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General Information

about TUNISIA




EX Tunisia is a North African country which belongs to

the Maghreb.

- It is bordered on the North and the East by the

Mediterranean.
- Its western border opens on Algeria (965 km)
- Its South-eastern border on Libya (459 km).

- Its name is derived from that of its capital, Tunis,

located in the north of the country.

EX Nearly 40 % of the surface area of the territory is
occupied by the Sahara desert, the rest is made up of

fertile soil,

EX Tunisia covers 163 610 km2, which makes
of it the smallest country of the Maghreb.

E2 |t has a relief relatively contrasting according
to the areas and a significant maritime front

(1 298 kilometres) mainly directed towards
the east.

&2 |ts highest peak is Djebel Chambi (1 544
meters) and the average altitude is 700 m.

E? the Sahara, in the south of the country,
covers approximately 40 % of the territory.

X Only one river is feeding continuously:
Medjerda which flows into the Gulf of Tunis.

B2 Its principal natural resources is arable
soils.
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= The climate of
Tunisia is influenced by
the Mediterranean and
Saharan climate: it is in
fact divided into 7
bioclimatic areas
favourable for a great
diversity of husbandries,
the great difference
between the north and
the rest of the country is
due to the Tunisian
dorsal which separates
the areas influenced by
the Mediterranean climate
from those influenced by
the arid climate
engendered by the Sahara.
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Desertification
is one of major
problems for
development in
Tunisia, since
about 75 % of
national area is
thretened by
land
degradation

VULNERABIL
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Combat Desertification
| MAIN CAUSES OF DESERTIFICATION IN TUNISIA |

MAIN CAUSES OF DESERTIFICATION IN TUNISIA
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Main Investigations

- Creation of the National Commission for Sustainable
Development in 1993.

- Elaboration of The Agenda 21 in 1995, with great
attention to Natural Resources Management and
Coordination with all intervenants for Sustainable
Development.

- Creation of The National council for Desertification and
Regional consuls, in 2005

- Elaboration of the National Action programme to
Combat Desertification in 1998.

- Elaboration of Regional Action Plans to Combat
Desertification

- Elaboration of Local Plans with prioritary projects
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Strategy adopted for the mobilization of
resources & partners :
A strategic approach of resources mobilization based
on:

» A deep and participatory analysis of present
situation of NAP process;

» The concerted setting up of partnership frameworks
likely to mobilize resources and partners;

» The development of a multi-actor participatory
approach with partners for development;

» The integration of NAP in the strategic frameworks

of the country’s socio-economic development
planning.

Stages of NAP Integration in the 10th (2002-
2006) and the 11" (2007-2011) Socio-economic
Development Plan & Mobilization of Financial
Resources

e Sustained concertation with the main
national partners (the key ministries):
Ministry of Economic Developement,
Min. of Finance, Min. of Agriculture,
Min. of Scientific Research &
Technology, NGOs.

e Concerted analysis-evaluation of
existing rural-development and other
programs in relation to CD in the areas
affected by drought & desertification;




Stages of NAP Integration in the 10" and the 11"
Socio-economic Development Plan & Mobilization of
Financial Resources

* Elaboration, on this basis, of priority and
complementary projects / programs;

» Elaboration of regional and local
programmes on combat desertification

* Identify a panel of priority integrated projects
eligible to NAP;

e Entering these projects / programs in the 10t
and the 11" Socio-economic Development
Plan (2002-2011) as priority projects
supporting the implementation of the NAP.

NAP / CD VISIBILITY in the Socio-economic
Development Plan
A whole chapter of the Plan was devoted to natural
resources protection et combating desertification
(Chap. V)
NAP / CD is taken into account in the Plan orientations.

* Consolidate combating desertification efforts in the
light of orientations and choices of NAP / CD;

» NAP constitutes a federating framework for projects
& programs in relation with natural resources
protection;

* Insure sutainability of granted investments for CD
through population involvement in the process.
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CONTENT OF NAP /CD
during the 10th and th 11¢" PLAN

In terms of projects & sector-based
programs : All development projects
connected to combating land degradation &
poverty in dry zones are included:
agriculture, environment, equipment, rural
development;

Integrated agricultural develpment projects
: financed dy state budget with contribution
of bilateral or multilateral donars

Integrated rural developement projects:
financed dy state budget with contribution
of bilateral or multilateral donars

Develpment projects of less fevored areas:
financed by the National Fund for Social
Solidarity

Combat Desertification

(Suite) CONTENT OF NAP / CD
during the 10t and th 11¢" PLAN

In terms of horizontal programs & projects
supporting NAP implementation;

In terms of investment : a financial evaluation
of the total cost of natural resources
preservation & combating desertification is
elaborated;
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Investments growth in the fields of Natural resources

Management and to Combat Desertification

cost (millions TND)

1997-2001 2002-2006 2007-2011

Development Plan

Combat Desertification

Main Objectives of The National
Programme for Combating Desertification

-Reinforcing the Participative approch by more
implication of civil society and elaboration of
long-term regional and local action plans for
Combating Desertification to improve soil
production and life conditions.

-Strengthen coordination and multi sectorial
projects for natural resources management




Combat Desertification

Information Exchange and Monitoring-

Evaluation tools
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Combat Desertificatio

MAIN PROJECTS SINCE 1987

1. First Farestry Development Project POF 1 UBRDI - (1988-1854 50 M 0T,

2. Second Forestry Development Froject POF 2 (IBRD) - (188520011 160 M DT,
5. Development and forest protection project (B0 - (1958-200%1 : 14.1 M DT.
4. INFOTEL: Forest inventory using Remote sensing (SERST) - 11998-2007): 2 M OT.

5. Support For the L of forest 16T2 - (20022005 1.5 M £

6. Management of protected areas project (CEF - (2005-20081: 9.88 Million USD.

kS of forests proj ) - 12001-2007%: 52 M DT

SOME INDICATORS
- Porests and Rangelands extension ared : 5.7 milion k.
< Forest anea ; 1376 000 .

+ Forest cover rate - TLT% in 2007 (7% in 1867

- 86% of Forestry Land belong to state.

+ Mioe® tham 500 km of Forest Border Bmits
+ Metwork of 17 National parkt and 37 Wikdiife area
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FORESTRY AND CLIMATE CHANGES

DGF had identified 4 COM projects :
1

" jon and i
of forest vocation degraded lands ;

2- Jatropha plantations for Bio diesel production ;

3 For charcoal to be used

a5 energy For iron manufactory in Bizerte ;

4 Fuel Switching for Electricity Generation and industrial Processes
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Barriers and constraints

- The lack of coordination between the different institutions had not
allowed to reach the objectives, in spite of the efforts and the
investments accorded in order to insure a sustainable agricultural
development

- Another difficulty of the general policy to combat desertification is
due to the multiplicity of the operators and approaches

- The high cost of the actions on combating desertification

- All the interventions to combat desertification has in impact not
immediately

- The land problem (land fragmentation, land collective ..)
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