
AFRICA REPORT  <<  7  >>

education

 

Tanzania

Togo Swaziland

Senegal
Rwanda

Nigeria

Niger

Mozambique

Mauritius

Mauritania

Mali

Malawi
Madagascar

Lesotho

Guinea Ghana

Gambia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

Equatorial Guinea

Djibouti

Cote d'Ivoire

Congo

Chad

Cape Verde

Burundi

Burkina Faso

Botswana

Benin

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Enrolment rate, both sexes, 1991 (percentage)

South Africa

E
nr

o
lm

en
t 

ra
te

, b
o

th
 s

ex
es

, 2
00

5 
(p

er
ce

nt
ag

e)

Enrolment in primary education, 1991-2005
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Countries having registered strong improvements 
in their enrolment ratio in primary education, 1991-2005

Access to primary education has progressed strongly in most 
countries. 

Trends in education are encouraging, with a marked increase in primary 
enrolment for most countries over time, as well as a reduction in the gender 
gap in school attendance. Ghana is successfully implementing a national 
school feeding programme using locally produced foods. Kenya, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uganda and many other countries have abolished fees 
for primary schools resulting in dramatic increases in enrolment during the 
space of a few years.5 

Source: UN MDG website, 2007. 

Source: UN MDG website, 2007. 

�Instruction in youth is like 
engraving in stones.

African proverb
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Adult literacy by gender, changes 1990-2006
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Countries with highest estimated emigration rate of skilled 
workers in 2000 (countries with more than 4 million population) Source: World Development Indicators 2007.

Source: UNCTAD, 2007, from Docquier and Marfouk, 2004.  

Emigration of skilled workers remains pervasive.

Africa has often been highlighted as the continent that suffers most from 
brain drain. The region has remained an area of net out-migration to the rest 
of the world, especially for skilled migrants. Among the 10 countries with 
more than 4 million inhabitants having the highest emigration rates of skilled 
workers to OECD countries, six are African countries. Somalia is estimated 
to be second only to Haiti in terms of emigration of skilled workers.6

Adult literacy is improving.

Although there are important differences across African countries in literacy 
rates, adult literacy has shown consistent improvement over time in most 
countries. Across countries as well as over time, male literacy rates tend to 
increase first, female literacy catching up at a later stage. According to in-
ternational statistics, Lesotho and Botswana are exceptions to this rule, with 
higher literacy rates for females than for males. Zambia, Swaziland, South 
Africa and Namibia all have both high literacy rates and very similar literacy 
rates for men and women.




