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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The preparatory meeting of the North American Indigenous Caucus took place on March 6 and 7, 2010 in the territory of the Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation in Alberta, Canada. The meeting was co-sponsored by the Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation, Enoch Cree Nation, and the Confederacy of Treaty Six First Nations.  The meeting was attended by representatives of over 50 Indigenous peoples from across North America, Indigenous organizations, and numerous Chiefs, elders, youth and members of the nations comprising Treaty 6.  Delegates were presented with a draft report of the meeting, reviewed and made amendments from the floor, and the amended report was adopted by consensus. Delegates further requested that a summary of the report be prepared for circulation at the UNPFII-9.   This summary lists the key recommendations of the North American Indigenous Peoples Caucus.  The following are the main recommendations from the NAIPC report:
1. That there be the establishment of a Martinez Memorial Trust to continue work on treaties.
2. That the UNPFII consider moving future sessions of the UNPFII to Geneva or other places, including Indigenous territories, until proper meeting facilities are available.
3. Since the position of Chief of the Secretariat to the UNPFII requires a deep understanding of Indigenous peoples and their rights, delegates stressed that an Indigenous person would be best suited to take on this position in the future. Delegates stressed that preference in the hiring process should be given to Indigenous applicants, especially Indigenous women, with the necessary qualifications. Delegates encouraged qualified Indigenous professionals from communities across North America to apply. The North American Caucus strongly supported the application of Ms. Beverley Jacobs, Mohawk Nation, for the position of Chief of the Secretariat of the UNPFII.
4. To support and participation of youth in an intergenerational Youth Preparatory Meeting, where the youth would set the agenda items.  Training and mentorship would be provided by Indigenous leadership, veteran to the process.
5. To advance the attendance and participation of Indigenous Youth in international work and diplomacy that UN agencies such as UNICEF, UNDP provide funding to Indigenous Youth for their active participation.
6. That UNIFEM and other UN agencies assist in funding Indigenous women’s participation in various international fora, specifically at the UNPFII and at the Global Indigenous Women’s Caucus to assure that Indigenous women can travel to and attend these meetings.
7. That the UNPFII devise a process for taking into account the substantive concerns regarding the State of the World’s Indigenous Peoples Report and to rectify the Report accordingly. 
8. That the UNPFII ensure that for future work on such reports seek even broader input from Indigenous peoples across North America and the other regions, and that the report be made available for review and feed-back before publication and distribution.
9. That the UNPFII hold an expert meeting on the issue of the doctrine of discovery in 2011 and make it the theme of the UNPFII-10.
10. That the preliminary study should be followed by a more comprehensive study on the effect of the doctrine of discovery on Indigenous peoples region by region, including treaties and the doctrines of terra nullus and terra nullius referenced in the preliminary study.
11. That the Inter-agency Support group meet with Indigenous peoples and organizations in North America to address the needs of North American Indigenous Peoples within UN agencies.
12. That the UNPFII set up a process that addresses specific violations of human rights of Indigenous Peoples as a result of ecologically and culturally destructive modes of development.
13. That the UNPFII to take notice of the increasing human rights violations against the Athabasca Chipewyan peoples and institute an early warning and urgent action procedure to address this and related urgent human rights violations.
14. All dialogue between Indigenous peoples and states, provinces, and corporations regarding “development” include an acknowledgment and discussion of Indigenous knowledge and values grounded in Indigenous language systems. The discussion of issues of “development” has to be broad enough, by agenda setting and getting expert advice, to include Indigenous perspectives on traditional economies based on the ongoing relationship of Indigenous peoples with their lands and traditional territories, in keeping with their own languages.
15. That the UNPFII promote a fuller discussion and debate regarding the difference between ecologically unsustainable patterns of economic development and Indigenous-oriented ecologically sustainable economic development patterns that remain mindful of the needs of future generations.
16. That the UNPFII – 9 ensure that water must be a focus of discussion within the main theme of development according to culture and identity.
17. That the UNPFII consider concepts of restorative development, repairing and healing the earth, through languages and ceremonies.
18. The UNPFII must encourage public and private interests to expand beyond only considering profit as the primary motivator for development but also consider the expense profit has on the land, water and Indigenous Peoples.  The UNPFII must be a very strong advocate for the purpose it was established, to give a voice to Indigenous Peoples within the complex and challenging the global community.  Indigenous Peoples are overwhelmed by the money and expert resources that global, as opposed to, local bodies have.  This means the UNPFII must make strong recommendations in all venues in order for Indigenous Peoples to ensure that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is accepted as the minimum standard by State governments on a nation-to-nation and government-to-government basis.
19. That the following subjects be included in the half day discussion on North America:  treaty rights and aboriginal rights/title, border crossing, the doctrine of discovery, and the Canada/US position on the UNDRIP, water and environmental health and protection. 
20. The Algonquin First Nation of Wolfe Lake reported that they and Carrier Sekani Tribal Council in BC are preparing a discussion paper on Indigenous Forest Carbon Management as part of forest management. The Algonquin First Nation of Wolfe Lake also offered to name a representative to participate on the UNPFII panel on forest dialogue with Indigenous peoples.
21. That the United States and Canada unconditionally endorse UNDRIP, and follow-up with steps to ensure that their laws and policies are made consistent with UNDRIP. Delegates expressed their readiness to work with the United States and Canada in that regard.
22. That Canada revise its Comprehensive Claims Policy and abandon its policy of de facto extinguishment of Aboriginal Title and Rights. They recommended that Canada and the United States adopt a policy based on the recognition of inherent Indigenous land rights, meeting the minimum standards set out in UNDRIP. 
23. That the UNPFII support continuing work on the UN treaty study within the United Nations and to call upon other UN bodies, such as the expert mechanism and the expert advisory committee to advance the work on treaties.
24. That governments recognize the right of Indigenous nations to self-determine their membership. 
25. That the UN establish a procedure to allow the attendance of Indigenous participants to attend international meeting, even if they do not have documentation.
26. Delegates recommended that no passport or new status card requirements be imposed on Indigenous peoples from North America to cross the Canada-US border.
27. That current government processes on land and treaty rights should not continue until there is full recognition of inherent land rights and treaty rights and implementation on the ground.
28. That a meeting with the Special Rapporteur and the North American Region be arranged to brief him before the special dialogue on North America in which he will also participate. 
29. That provincial and state governments to also endorse and implement UNDRIP and report on their implementation.
30. That States sit down directly with the Indigenous nations and peoples to discuss and review the implementation of the UNDRIP.
31. That Indigenous peoples from North America endorse and adopt the UNDRIP, translate it into their own languages and take steps to document their implementation of the UNDRIP on the ground as examples that can be replicated by other Indigenous peoples.
32. That countries submit a report card on the implementation of the Second Decade, and as a celebratory goal to end the Decade, there be a world conference on Indigenous Peoples with a focus on the UNDRIP and Treaties.
33. That the following recommendations of the Report of the international expert group meeting on the role of the UNPFII in the implementation of Article 42 (E/C.19/2009/2) be implemented:

a) creation of a procedure within the UNPFII to facilitate a constructive dialogue with States on the challenges, achievements and future action that Indigenous issues require in each country under UNDRIP. 
b) a mechanism be implemented to remind States of the binding characteristics of human rights. 
c) training programs for national parliamentarians, staff within national institutions such as human rights commissions and other agencies to result in transforming the Declaration into national policies.  

34. That the UNPFII engage all proper UN agencies to initiate work on a true environmental protection instrument that is based on Indigenous laws, protocols and knowledge and protects the Indigenous right to water, land and air. Delegates further recommended that traditional Indigenous laws be respected as the fundamental law of the land.
35. That Canada reverse the appointment of Justice Patrick Smith. 

36. That Canada and its provincial governments stop criminalizing Indigenous peoples who exercise their rights to protect their lands and territories; and that the governments engage with Indigenous peoples on the basis of recognition of the land and territorial rights of Indigenous nations and peoples.

37. That Indigenous peoples in North America continue applying to the UN Voluntary Fund to enable their participation in UN meetings. 

38. That the UN Voluntary Fund fund North American Indigenous participation in proportionate numbers.

39. That Canada and the United States contribute to the Voluntary Fund.

40. That the UNPFII call upon Canada and the United States to report on the list of issues that were focused on by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

41. That the list of Indigenous experts be expanded to include Youth from Indigenous peoples and nations that maintain a strong connection to the land in their traditional territories. 

42. That a future special theme of the UNPFII be “Violence against Indigenous Women”. 

43. That the issue of water be included as future work of the UNPFII and that a UN expert meeting focus on water, its sanctity, and its protection for future generations..
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