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Recommendations addressed to the United Nations System

10. The Permanent Forum recommends that States and the United Nations system, including
United Nations country teams, provide support, including funding, for the efforts of indigenous
peoples’ institutions to preserve and revitalize their languages, with the particular goal of fluency.
Such efforts may include the sharing of positive experiences and the establishment of informal
networks or caucuses involved in the promotion and revitalization of indigenous languages, as well as
the use of information and communications technology in indigenous languages. It is important that
States provide adequate funding for language revitalization and the preservation of cultural heritage as
it relates to indigenous languages. In addition, States should facilitate funding for indigenous language
projects from external donors, including the private sector, in accordance with law.

15. In reference to the study by Mr. John and Ms. Dorough on how States exploit weak
procedural rules in international organizations to devalue the United Nations Declaration and other
international human rights law, the Permanent Forum recommends that all funds, programmes and
specialized agencies of the United Nations system and other intergovernmental forums begin to
reform their respective procedural rules, with the full and effective participation of indigenous
peoples, with the aim of ensuring compliance and consistency with the human rights affirmed in the
Declaration.

28. Consistent with articles 18 and 19 of the United Nations Declaration and in line with the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with the call to “leave no one
behind”, the Permanent Forum strongly recommend that States and funds, programmes and
specialized agencies of the United Nations system ensure the disaggregation of data on the basis of
indigenous identifiers/ethnicity and the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in
developing and monitoring national action plans and in all processes relating to the follow-up to and
review of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, including at the high-level
political forum on sustainable development.

39. The Permanent Forum urges Member States and funds, programmes and specialized agencies
of the United Nations system to implement actions to strengthen the leadership and political
participation of indigenous women.

57. Sexual and gender-based violence increases in settings of conflict. Sexual violence has also
been used systematically as a weapon of war against indigenous women. In the light of the particular
risks and vulnerabilities of indigenous women and girls relating to sexual and gender-based violence,
the Permanent Forum recommends that Governments, local authorities, specialized agencies of the
United Nations system and civil society collaborate with indigenous peoples to establish multisectoral
and holistic approaches to combat the various forms of violence against women and girls.

Recommendations addressed to UNESCO

12. The Permanent Forum recommends that UNESCO, with the participation of indigenous
peoples, urgently declare as the organization’s priority the preservation, revitalization and promotion
of indigenous languages. UNESCO is also urged to initiate international processes for the
establishment of international standards on the preservation of indigenous languages. In particular, the
Forum recommends that UNESCO collaborate with efforts led by indigenous peoples and others to
map indigenous languages, such as the Endangered Languages Project.

14. In the light of the study by Ms. Toki on the relationship between indigenous peoples and the
Pacific Ocean and the dire effects of climate change, such as forced relocation and the loss of culture
and livelihood, on vulnerable small island Pacific States, the Permanent Forum recommends that
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United Nations entities, including UN-Oceans, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and UNESCO, in addition to the International Seabed Authority, comply with and implement
the relevant articles of the United Nations Declaration (arts. 18, 27 and 32), so as to ensure the full
and effective participation of indigenous peoples. This should include meaningful participation, such
as dedicated indigenous representation within each of these United Nations entities, and regard for
indigenous peoples’ world views.

47. The Permanent Forum requests UNESCO to host a joint seminar with the Expert Mechanism
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other relevant United Nations mechanisms for the purpose of
exploring the development of a new international mechanism on the repatriation of ceremonial objects
and human remains. Furthermore, the Forum calls upon all States with national repositories of
indigenous cultural items and ancestral remains, including museums and universities, to work with
UNESCO to create an international database and inventory of these items accessible to indigenous
peoples as a basis for initiating dialogue.

Recommendation addressed to UN entities including UN-Oceans, the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change, UNESCO and the International Seabed Authority

14. In the light of the study by Ms. Toki on the relationship between indigenous peoples and the
Pacific Ocean and the dire effects of climate change, such as forced relocation and the loss of culture
and livelihood, on vulnerable small island Pacific States, the Permanent Forum recommends that
United Nations entities, including UN-Oceans, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and UNESCO, in addition to the International Seabed Authority, comply with and implement
the relevant articles of the United Nations Declaration (arts. 18, 27 and 32), so as to ensure the full
and effective participation of indigenous peoples. This should include meaningful participation, such
as dedicated indigenous representation within each of these United Nations entities, and regard for
indigenous peoples’ world views.

Recommendation addressed to the World Bank

20. The Permanent Forum welcomes the initiation of a national dialogue to discuss and achieve
key constitutional reforms in the field of justice in Guatemala, and encourages the recognition of
indigenous justice systems. The Forum urges Guatemala and the private sector, in addition to the
World Bank and other international economic institutions, to acknowledge that serious efforts require
structural economic and social reforms rather than rapid growth of gross domestic product in order to
reverse widespread and growing poverty among the indigenous peoples of Guatemala. Such crucial
reforms must ensure more equitable distribution and access to traditional lands for the indigenous
peoples of Guatemala, consistent with the rights affirmed in the United Nations Declaration, and on
the basis of respect for and legal recognition of their collective rights, including their self-determined
development. Furthermore, the Forum calls upon Guatemala to reinforce the effective and full
implementation of the Peace Accords.

Recommendation addressed to United Nations Inter-Agency Network on Youth
Development (UN IANYD)

32. The Permanent Forum appreciates the willingness of Envoy of the Secretary-General on
Youth to make visible the situation of indigenous youth, in particular concerning suicide and self-



harm, in his advocacy. The Forum calls upon Member States to implement the recommendations of
the international expert group meeting on indigenous youth, held in 2013 (see E/C.19/2013/3), in
collaboration with the United Nations Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development and with the full
participation of indigenous youth. The Forum invites the Network to report on progress in this regard
at the sixteenth session of the Forum. The Forum invites the Network and the Envoy to increase the
participation of indigenous youth in the sessions of the Forum and all relevant United Nations forums,
and to report on progress in this regard at the sixteenth session of the Forum.

Recommendation addressed to the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)

36. The Permanent Forum welcomes the intention of the Commission on the Status of Women to
make the issue of the empowerment of indigenous women a focus area of its sixty-first session, to be
held in 2017. The Forum invites the Bureau of the Commission to consider organizing a half-day
session on the issue. The Forum calls upon the Commission to consider the empowerment of
indigenous women as a theme in future sessions, pursuant to paragraph 19 of General Assembly
resolution 69/2.

Recommendations addressed to the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women)

37. The Permanent Forum recommends that the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Women prepare a specific report on the situation of indigenous women’s
empowerment, in collaboration with the Forum and indigenous women’s organizations, for
submission to the Forum at its seventeenth session.

38. The Permanent Forum urges Member States and funds, programmes and specialized agencies
of the United Nations system to implement action to reduce maternal mortality among indigenous
women. The Forum recommends that the United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations
Children’s Fund and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
publish a factsheet, in collaboration with the Forum, on indigenous women’s maternal mortality and
maternal health, with the aim of reducing maternal mortality and promoting sexual and reproductive
health.

Recommendation addressed to UNFPA, UNICEF and UN Women

38. The Permanent Forum urges Member States and funds, programmes and specialized agencies
of the United Nations system to implement action to reduce maternal mortality among indigenous
women. The Forum recommends that the United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations
Children’s Fund and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
publish a factsheet, in collaboration with the Forum, on indigenous women’s maternal mortality and
maternal health, with the aim of reducing maternal mortality and promoting sexual and reproductive
health.

Recommendation addressed to the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR)


http://undocs.org/E/C.19/2013/3

55. The Permanent Forum urges Member States to contribute support to make possible the annual
UNITAR training programme to enhance the conflict prevention and peacemaking capacities of
indigenous peoples’ representatives so as to strengthen indigenous capacity to engage in negotiation,
dialogue and peace processes to contribute to sustainable peace.

Recommendation addressed to the UN DPKO

62. Owing to the particular vulnerability of indigenous peoples in conflict situations, the
Permanent Forum recommends that the Department of Peacekeeping Operations of the Secretariat and
regional peacekeeping forces factor the protection of indigenous peoples into analysis, planning and
guidance on the protection of civilians.

Recommendations addressed to the Inter-agency Support Group (IASG)

72. On the basis of the constructive dialogue between the Permanent Forum and the Inter-Agency
Support Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues, the Forum recommends that the members of the
Support Group demonstrate strong commitment from the highest level, including by:

(a) Institutionalizing dialogue between the expert members of the Forum and the principals of
the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the United Nations system;

(b) Allocating sufficient resources to implement the system-wide action plan for ensuring a
coherent approach to achieving the ends of the United Nations Declaration;

(c) Establishing institutional consultation mechanisms to ensure active collaboration and
partnership with indigenous peoples at the national, regional and global levels, in both
developing and developed countries;

(d) Incorporating specific targets and indicators with disaggregated data to address the key
issues and priorities of indigenous peoples at the national level,

(e) Ensuring active cooperation between the Support Group and Forum members holding
relevant agency portfolios.

73. The Permanent Forum requests the members of the Inter-Agency Support Group to include in
their annual reports to the Forum information on progress made in the implementation of the system-
wide action plan.

Recommendation addressed to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) Secretariat

75. Building upon the study prepared by members of the Permanent Forum on the situation of
indigenous persons with disabilities, with a particular focus on challenges faced with respect to the
full enjoyment of human rights and inclusion in development (see E/C.19/2013/6), and in the light of
the call in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to “leave no one behind”, the Forum is
concerned that the experiences and rights of indigenous persons with disabilities require further study


http://undocs.org/E/C.19/2013/6

and examination. In that regard, the Forum calls upon the secretariat of the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, as the focal point within the United Nations system on matters relating to
disability, to conduct a qualitative study with regard to indigenous persons with disabilities, in all
seven regions of the world.




