Siege of Beslan School! #1

The psychesocial impact upon Beslan’s
children, families;, community, and
pPsychoesocial providers

Lisa Aronson, MSW, 1D, PhD
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Beslan, North Ossetia
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Beslan, North Ossetia

“Beslan (Russian: becnar) is altown located in the
Republic off North) Ossetia-Alaniarof: Russia and Is the
administrative center of the; Pravobereziany. District. The
population: in 2002 wasi abeut: 33,600, making Beslan the
third largest town! in North Ossetia behind Viadikavkaz
and Mozdoek. Tihe tewn|is located about: 10 miles (15 km)
north of Viadikavkaz, at 43°12" N 44°34" E.

Beslan! isian impertant railway: junction; sittiateaien: the
main line between Restov-en-Den and Baku, and s the
starting point off a branchiline to; Viadikavkaz. It isian
Industrial-agricultural town: dominated! by’ a' large; corn
processing plant established in the 1940s.”




Beslan School #1
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Proud Tradltlon of North Ossetla




Union Women, of the Don Region




Psychosocial Tirainees




Director Valentina Cherevantenko
Consultant Lisa Aronson




Beslan lragedy:

Community, Fragmentation
Family: Fragmentation
Secondary: AdVersities
Individual Fraumatization
Complicated Mourning



Case Consultation

“Ihe things I had seen and: sufifered were
PUrAing Inside off me; I fielt closer'to the
dead tiian theliving.~

-Primor Levi “The Periodicall Tlable™




Parents Surviving Their Children

Complicated Bereavement

Jd Trauma
A Survivor Guilt

L Identification of the Child’s
Remains




Children Surviving Their Parents

Complicated Bereavement

J Trauma

dSecondary Adversities

1 New Care-takers
O Injuries

@ School changes

Regression
Developmental Impacts




Children Whose Friend Dies

Trauma
Identification with the Dead
Suspended Mourning




Community: Fragmentation

Parents Versus teachners

Community: versus 11% graders

Children noet returning to schoo)

INOI CORSENSUS ORI anNIVErSary: Commemoration
NG consensus on memorializing the tragedy,
Suspicion between neighbers

NG celebrations

Increase: in drinking

[Féars) o vielence

Tiroubled family: life




