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1. We are members of the big human family and we live in the same home, our Planet Earth. Therefore, the evolution of both depends on each one of us and on our relationship with other human beings.

2. We are co-responsible for the creation of the reality around us. Then, what shall we do in order to better our neighborhood, our town, our country, our world?
3. If we want a world of harmony and peace, we must promote harmony and peace in our lives, we must build peaceful relationships through dialog, understanding and cooperation.
4. People need to be stimulated to feel they really count, to believe in themselves, in their capacities, in the strength of cooperation among each other, to dream with a better community, a better world and to work together to build this dream. People need to be encouraged to feel an essential part of their community and, therefore, it will depend on their attitudes and actions its present and future.
5. The world is already capable to produce enough material goods to deal with shortage. What we really lack is more social capital, confidence, links of affection and emotion, cooperation, sense of community, solidarity on behalf of building prosperity for every one and all human beings on Earth.
6. Social networks of cooperation among people working together for a common purpose , for the production of public goods, generates collective and individual improvement of quality of life and social relationship, allows a systemic action and promotes social inclusion and sustainable development.
7. Inclusion is communion. Inclusion is connection to the network of community development, it is to become a link, to have a complete name, with one’s distinctive features, skills and abilities, able to receive and give stimulus, to imitate and be imitated, to participate in a process of changing one’s own life and collective life.

8. This new dynamic of inclusive development is based on the persons and the human values they bring in themselves; on the capacities, creativity and intelligence of each person; on the promotion of confidence and cooperation among people; on the methodology of dialogue and respect to other’s diversity; on stimulating people to dream their future and work together to make it reality; on educating people and institutions (governments, companies and ngo’s ) in the practice of this new democracy.
9. This new democracy in the base of society and in everyday life of citizens promotes inclusion, social integration and a full citizenship. Representative democracy like we practice today is a necessary condition, although not sufficient, to reach democracy we need. We do not mean to exclude the fundamental role of State and companies in a development agenda. What we really mean is to integrate State and companies in a new pattern of democratic relationship with civil society and citizens directed to finalistic purposes of promoting harmony, integration and sustainability.
10.  Due to the limitations of the present democratic pattern, we have produced unsustainable development, that is, social polarization, environmental degradation, growing violence, personal depression, because people, citizens and civil society, have lost their protagonism on behalf of business and State. Business and State have become end in themselves, have submitted democracy to their own needs of social reproduction, making people no more than objects of their interests, as consumers and voters.

11. We need to recover the protagonist role of citizens and civil society as the real constituents and ultimate reason of governments and  markets.  What could be obvious is not any more and we have lost the real purpose of life on Planet.

12. These trends have occurred independently of ideological visions, be them of the so called right or left. Right putting emphasis on a market logic and left on a state logic, are both identified in submitting people to an instrumental and adjunct role. Both logics have also in common an essentially adversarial kind of democracy, based on ideological and political dispute, victory of ones and defeat of others, growing influence of media and money in the political process and in electoral campaigns.

13. The present democratic pattern, with its limitations, has been the means to transfer to State and companies civil society’s protagonism. Thus, recover civil society’s protagonism depends upon getting present democracy better and on the creation of  a new cooperative and inclusive type of democracy, aimed to the construction of community projects of development based on their own capacities and assets. Citizens search for a democracy based on dialog, consensus and friendship, union and not division of communities, on cooperation and solidarity, a democracy of persons and communities capable to submit State and companies to the logic of human dignity, inclusion for all, harmonization of economic, social and environmental development and a peaceful relationship among people in society. 
14. We may say that creating an inclusive society depends upon empowering citizens and civil society, fostering networks of cooperation among all actors of society (governments, companies, civil society organizations and citizens), building project and initiative communities to shape their own world. While business and State continue to command social relations, submitting people to a passive and instrumental role of their corporative interests, we will continue to have results of exclusion and systemic unsustainability.
15. The mayor role of local governments is stimulate the practice of dialog, mutual respect and peaceful relationship among neighbors; to promote a social environment of confidence and cooperation in each community; to encourage communities to work together to dream their future and plan how to reach their desired future; to foster links, partnerships and agreements for the production of public goods, inclusive and sustainable development; to promote the constitution of initiative and project communities in every street, neighborhood, region and in the city as a whole.   The mayor role of local governments is sharing responsibility with all citizens, fostering a strong sense of co-responsibility in each citizen and institution, stimulating transversely of knowledge within government agencies, bringing universities, research centers and media to assume their responsibility, mobilize and articulate all available resources for an inclusive and sustainable development of the city. The result will certainly be a systemic approach to problems and solutions, a huge collective intelligence to the service of all city dwellers.
16. We are not talking about promoting public hearings or assemblies of neighbors from time to time. We are not either talking on promoting participative budget.  These are very good democratic practices, but they don’t go to the crucial question. They fail to stimulate citizen and community protagonism to build a local agenda of development based on cooperation among all social actors.These networks of cooperation may take advantage of the facilities that communication and information technology offers, like cellular phone, blogs and other devices. 

17. Innovative democratic experiences like Participatory Budget and Local Solidary Governance in Porto Alegre are taking place in different cities all over the world. They clearly show that the city has become the laboratory of a new democratic culture. Capture these innovations, share experiences with  practitioners, experts and local authorities, create an environment of dialog and cooperation among innovative cities, strengthen the local and global movement for a citizenship democracy and for an inclusive and sustainable development is the main purpose of the World Conference on City Development that Porto Alegre is promoting from 13 to 16 of February of 2008. We are also thinking to form a working group, together with UNESCO and UN-HABITAT, to create an Inclusive Cities Award, to be launched in this conference and having its first edition at World Urban Forum of Nanjing 2008. We would kindly like to hear from you about this proposal and how this Expert Group Meeting could contribute to make advances on it.
18. Let me take this special opportunity to invite you all to be in Porto Alegre in February 2008, sharing with us your ideas and experiences for a better city and a better world for all.

Thank you very much for your attention !







