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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child – rights violations experienced by children with disabilities
For a disabled child, every human right is at risk
· Article 2 – non-discrimination - most non-discrimination legislation excludes disability as a ground for protection, disabled children are commonly treated with hostility, contempt and rejection 

· Article 3 – the best interests of children are widely defined in terms of making them conform to the non-disabled environment, or requiring them to adjust for the convenience of non-disabled people

· Article 4 – duty to implement rights  - lack of prevalence data on disability in most countries in the world inhibits any effective assessment of appropriate levels of expenditure in order to realise social and economic rights

· Article 5 – respecting and promoting children’s evolving capacities -  both the potential and actual capacities of disabled children are routinely under-estimated and they are widely denied opportunities to fulfil their potential

· Article 6 – right to life - disabled children can be allowed to die with relative impunity in many countries, a lower value is attached to their lives

· Article 7 – right to name and identity  -many disabled children are not registered at birth because parents deny their existence and are ashamed of the child

· Article 9 – right to family life – many disabled children spend their entire lives in large institutions with no access to family life

· Article 12 – right to express views - disabled children are excluded from many initiatives to promote children’s participation, often because they are marginalised from school, and other projects where such processes take place. They are also widely silenced in families where they have a lower status than other children

· Article 13 – freedom of expression is denied to many disabled children because they cannot access information, and lack opportunities for developing and expressing their views

· Article 14 – freedom of religion - in some religions, disabled children are prohibited from participating in festivals or entering religious institutions

· Article 15 – freedom of association - it is extremely difficult for most disabled children to enjoy friendships and participate in social organisations because of either physical, social, educational or cultural barriers

· Article 16 – right to privacy -many disabled children in institutions are denied any opportunity for privacy, and personal attacks from adults and children in their community are commonplace

· Article 17 – right to information - disabled children lack access to the mass media and other sources of information 

· Article 18 – responsibility of both parents for a child - fathers commonly abandon a family when a disabled child is born – a disproportionate number of disabled children live in single parent families, and it is all too common for mothers to abandon the child as well.

· Article 19 –right to protection from violence - disabled children are 3-4 times more vulnerable to both physical and sexual violence and there are rarely any child protection procedures which take account of the particular difficulties a disabled child will experience in reporting abuse

· Article 20 – right to best interests in alternative care - many disabled children are living in institutions where little effort is made to promote their opportunities for rehabilitation with their families and where the standards of care are extremely poor – inadequate food, health care, access to education, protection from violence or opportunities for social inclusion 

· Article 23 –right to social inclusion -  disabled children are still widely excluded from many spheres of social, economic, educational and cultural activity 

· Article 24 – right to best possible health and health care -  without adequate data on the prevalence and nature of disabilities, many countries fail to provide adequate health assessment or care for disabled children. Physical barriers inhibit many disabled children from accessing health centres and doctors surgeries and to many doctors lack the skills to communicate with disabled children

· Article 26-27 – right to an adequate standard of living - disability is both a cause and a consequence of poverty and disabled children in most countries in the world are disproportionately likely to be living in poverty

· Article 28 – right to education - the vast majority of disabled children in developing countries remain out of primary, let alone secondary or higher education, and are often excluded from statistics compiled to demonstrate achievements in enrolment and attainment in primary education. Education for All too often means all except disabled children. When they are provided with education, too often it is in segregated institutions 

· Article 30 – right to respect for child’s culture and language - in some countries, signing is not recognised as a language and deaf children are denied the right to education in their own language
· Article 31 – right to play - disabled children are routinely excluded from opportunities for play, sport and recreation  - either through rejection by other children, or physical barriers impeding access. Arts institutions also widely fail to provide access to enable disabled children to enjoy theatre, film, art or dance

· Article 34 – right to protection from sexual exploitation -  there is widespread denial of the sexual abuse of disabled children despite a growing body of evidence of its prevalence – the denial prevents children from being informed about their rights and seeking help. It also provides impunity for the abuser.

· Article 37 – right to protection from inhuman and degrading treatment - the abusive treatment and neglect of many disabled children both in institutions and in family life constitutes torture, inhuman and degrading treatment – denial of food, tying them to beds, physical assaults, refusing to let them out of the home, emotional and psychological abuse

· Article 38 – right to protection in armed conflict - in situations of armed conflict, disabled children often are the most vulnerable – unable to defend themselves or to escape with other members of the family

· Article 39 – right of abused children to rehabilitation - because the abuse of disabled children goes largely unrecognised, little attention is ever paid to the need for rehabilitative care or social reintegration

· Article 40 -  right to due process in law - disabled children are not offered adequate protection in the criminal justice system – for example, children with learning disabilities or mental health problems are not assessed properly and are often inappropriately judged and sentenced

