Article 21
Health
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States Parties shall take effective legislative and other measures to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to the highest attainable standard of health and health care services without discrimination and can obtain physical, mental, and social well being. 
1. To that end State Parties shall ensure that: 

a. accessible and affordable health care is provided without discrimination; 

b. persons with disabilities have access to the same range and standards of health services, including sexual and reproductive health service, as are provided to other citizens;  

c. health services are not rationed, limited, curtailed or withheld on the basis of disability;  
d. unwanted medical and related interventions and corrective surgeries are not imposed on persons with disabilities; 

e. informed consent of persons with disabilities, is required prior to and during course of medicinal, surgical, therapeutic, or other interventions and modalities; informed consent requires disclosure of the experimental nature of any intervention and all other available information about the nature, adverse effects and benefits of the intervention; 

f. persons with disabilities have access to their unedited health and medical records, and are entitled to give or withhold consent to disclosure of this information to third parties; 
g. choices among different treatment options, are available for persons with disabilities, such as paramedic, alternative health services, second opinions, counselling, therapies, peer support, including health service provided by organizations of persons with disabilities;  
h. all health facilities, goods and services provided to persons with disabilities respect medical ethics and confidentiality and each individual’s needs, and are appropriate, respectful of and sensitive to:

i) the culture of individuals, minorities, peoples and communities, 
ii) gender, age  and life-cycle requirements, 
iii) improve the health status of those concerned; 
i. all medical equipment used for screening or other purposes is accessible and appropriate for the needs of persons with disabilities;
j. ensure that the provisions of special female health services include women with disabilities, i.e. during pregnancy, childbirth, postpartum health care, child-care and that all health service provided to other women, also is accessible for women with disabilities across the entire life span; 

k. health services are provided for persons with disabilities as close as possible to local communities if so desired; 
l. public and private health insurance are available for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others; 
m. all persons with disabilities can access the information and services as desired, to maximize their level of health; 

n. information of all health related provisions, is provided in a timely, meaningful and accessible formats, modes, means and language, including sign language; 
o. education, training and continuing development of health professionals, including staff with disabilities, incorporates instruction on the needs of persons with disabilities, including gender specific needs;

