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Living in the community is indeed about choosing the place of residence, freedom of movement and mobility. But it is not only about that. If another, most basic element is not recognized and added, a great loophole remains which allows for continuing referral and placement of people with disabilities in institutions.

One of the biggest hurdles to living in the community is the underlying assumption – 

· that not all people with disabilities can, or are able to live in the community;

· that for some people it is better to live in an institution, and they will not benefit from living in the community.

Therefore, so this underlying assumption says, not all people with disabilities have a right to live in the community. 

This underlying assumption translates into policy: Even if people are not coerced, by force, to live in an institution, this is the only real choice they are offered. 

For example, with regard to persons with severe intellectual disabilities, the State will often offer aid only if they live in an institution. These persons are not coerced to live in an institution, they are not deprived of mobility, they are free to choose where to be. But in fact they are obliged to live in an institution, because that is the only choice really offered to them. In Israel, for example, thousands of people with disabilities still live in institutions for just this very reason. We believe this is so in most other countries.
Here is where we support New Zealand’s comment: This article is, should be, about moving away from institutionalization; that, whether obliged, or not obliged - living  in an institution conflicts with equality, inclusion.
However, does this article adequately encompass this principle? Is it enough to speak about freedom of mobility, of freedom to choose place of residence?

We are concerned that the answer is – no.

We are concerned that what is missing is recognition of the right of every person with disability to live in the community. This is, after all, one of the most fundamental human rights. If it is not recognized, if some persons are still deemed unable, unfit, undeserving to live in the community, how can we talk about inclusion in the workplace, in education?
Therefore, the article must open with the very basic right of every person with a disability to live in the community. Only after that is ensured, is there any meaning to freedom to choose one’s place of residence and freedom of mobility.
