NHRI Intervention following adoption of the Convention on the human rights of people with disabilities by the UN AHC at its 8th Session, evening of Aug 25th 2006. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The National Human Rights Institutions would like to congratulate you and all members of the Ad Hoc Committee and civil society organisations for creating a new normative standard in the international human rights regime. This indeed is a watershed in the discourse of the rights of people with disabilities. This clear and coherent international convention will greatly contribute to the advancement of people with disabilities and their living conditions all over the world.

At this epoch-making moment however, there is a small shadow of sadness. We feel that there is still the risk that this convention may produce differential results for people with disabilities living in certain parts of the world.  We share fully the sentiments expressed by the EU and IDC in this regard, and we hope that States will give due consideration to these concerns, ensuring that people with disabilities living in these parts of the world are   not even accidentally disadvantaged.  
We hope that every person with a disability in every part of the world should equally benefit from the outcome of this treaty process.

Mr. Chairman, let me at this occasion convey to the Ad Hoc Committee our deepest appreciation for extending the invitation to the National Human Rights Institutions to participate in the treaty elaboration process. This is the first time that we have participated in such an exercise. This process has been extremely enriching and empowering for all of us. 

Thank you.

