IDC PROPOSED TEXT ON DEFINITIONS

Recognizing that disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the interaction between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.

Article 1

Persons with disabilities include, but is not limited to, those who have physical, (mental), intellectual, psychosocial or sensory impairments or conditions which in interaction with attitudinal and environmental barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.

Justification:

IDC opposes the use of “long term” or “persistent” to be used in this paragraph. This would still allow States Parties to take a decision at national level, whether or not to use this additional “qualifier”.

IDC supports the addition of the term “psychosocial”, which is the term used by people with psychosocial disabilities to refer to themselves. The Convention text should be respectful to this choice of words.

We do not accept the use of “mental” as a replacement of the terms “intellectual” and “psychosocial. However, the IDC could be flexible on retaining the term “mental” as well as the terms “intellectual” or “psychosocial”.
Finally, IDC proposes to add the term “conditions” to impairments, as some groups of people with disabilities don’t agree with the term “impairment” and prefer the term “condition”.

