 FEDERATION OF AND FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES REMARKSON NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES at the eighth working session, 14-25 August 2006 

OUTLINE OF PROPOSED CHANGES IN FEDERATION POSITION

Federation of and for people with disabilities proposals/amendments are tracked in the annexed Working Text.

Additions/amendments have been made in articles as follows:

1. Preamble:

a. Agreed with proposed clause on family with slight amendments of the language. 

2. Definition: ( Art. 2 )

a.  Agreed with the definition of “communication”.

b. Introduced definition of “disability” using a formulation that locates disability not in the person but rather so that it is seen as a state of being resulting from impairment and the interaction with the environment. This definition is wide enough to ensure that no person who requires to be covered in terms of a specific national jurisdiction will be uncovered;

c. Agreed with definition of “Discrimination” but deleted words in bracket, which we think do not add value to the definition.

d. Agreed with the definition of  “reasonable accommodation”

e. Agreed with definition of  “ Universal  design “, we also agreed that there was no need of including definition of “ Inclusive design”.

f. INTRODUCED A DEFINITION FOR “INCLUSIVE EDUCATION”. The definition is aimed at protecting disabled persons especially from developing Countries from being given education in an environment which is not conducive to their learning e.g. in a class of 50 pupils for children with visual, deaf, deaf blind or profound intellectual disabilities. 

3. Women with Disabilities: ( Art. 6 )

a. Made slight grammatical changes.

4. Children with Disabilities: ( Art. 7 )

a. Made slight grammatical changes.

5. Situations of Risk: ( Art. 11)

a. Introduced phrase “natural disasters, civil strife or war”.

6. Equal Recognition before the Law: ( Art. 12 )

            Made substantive changes (refer to Annex).

          WE FEEL STRONLY THAT NO ATTEMPT SHOULD BE MADE TO  

           STATE IN THE CONVENTION, THAT ALL PERSONS WITH

           DISABILITIES HAVE LEGAL CAPACITY, BECAUSE WE KNOW 

           THAT OUR COLLEAGUES WITH SEVERE INTELLECTUAL    

           DISABILITIES HAVE NO LEGAL CAPACITY.

7. Protecting the Integrity of the Person: ( Art. 17 )

a. Deleted clause (4).

8. Respect for Home and Family: ( Art. 23 )

a. Deleted the phrase “experience their sexuality” in 1a since this element is still covered in the essence of the paragraph.

9. Education: ( Art. 24 )

a. Introduced substantive changes to ensure that inclusive education is understood in a context relevant to the needs of developing countries like Kenya (refer to Annex).

10. Health: ( Art. 25 ).

a. Accepted phraseology on reproductive health.

11.        Habilitation and Rehabilitation.( Art. 26)

              Propose to retain para 2.because the training referred to in Art. 4 is 

different.

12. Work and Employment: ( Art. 27 )

a. Accepted introduction of paragraph 1c.

13. Adequate Standard of Living and Social Protection: ( A rt. 28 )

a. Accepted usage of “protection”.

14. Participation in Political and Public Life: ( Art. 29 )

a. Accepted phraseology of “national laws” etc.

15. International Cooperation: ( Art. 32 )

a. Introduced paragraph ensuring that international cooperation will not be a reason for derogating from the Convention.

16. International monitoring: ( Art. 34. )

a. Introduced articles on international monitoring mechanisms.

            b. WE WOULD LIKE TO PUT EMPHASIS ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE MONITORING COMMITTEE. IN OUR VIEW THE COMMITTEE WILL BE MORE EFFECTIVE IF THE MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS ARE PERSONS WITH VARIOUS DISABILITIES.

17. Final clauses:

a. Introduced final articles.

