My name is Robert Martin, I’m speaking on behalf of the International Disability Caucus and Inclusion International.  Our intervention will be in three parts.

As a person with an intellectual disability I have experienced violence and abuse in all its forms at the hands of others.  As a child, I was slapped for refusing to call a staff person mum.  Another time, I was given the wrong medication and it made me tired, I was beaten by my family because they thought I was being bad.

Many people with disabilities are sterilized against their will.  Many people with disabilities are restrained against their will.  These are acts of violence and abuse.

Some people with disabilities, because of their disability or gender are at higher risk of violence and abuse in all of its forms.

Our systems and services often perpetuate the cycle of violence and put people with disabilities in compromising situations.

For people with disabilities, acts of violence can become an accepted response.   People have turned a blind eye to the violence we face.  There is a different standard for people with disabilities than people without disabilities.

Too often my friends and I have been too scared to tell people about the violence because we thought it might get worse.  Sometimes even when we said something we were not believed.  Ignoring us and not doing anything is a form of abuse.

These abuses have lasting impact on our lives.  It is always under the surface, it never goes away.  We have to look at the reasons for the violence to help stop the cycle of violence.  We need to understand what is creating it and what is lacking to prevent it.

We need to feel safe to disclose our abuse and nobody has the right to take it out on us.  Procedures and safeguards need to be in place to protect us from reprisal.

There needs to be adequate supports for people with disabilities so their allegations can be properly investigated.

We need standards and training for professionals and families to understanding violence and abuse and provide supports to help us recover from abuse one way of breaking the cycle of violence.

