[image: image1.jpg]@ Save the Children






PROPOSAL 

Article 2 Principles

Suggested text

The fundamental principles of this Convention shall be:

a. respect for human dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and independence of all persons, taking into account the evolving capacities of children
 
b. non-discrimination and positive action
c. full inclusion of persons with disabilities as equal citizens and participants in all aspects of life

d. respect for difference and acceptance of disability as part of human diversity and humanity

e. equality of opportunity

f. equality between all persons with disabilities irrespective of age, gender, ethnicity and any other status
Rationale 

Furthering our earlier proposal about the concept of evolving capacities the incorporation of 2 concepts is necessary to ensure that the principles of this convention apply to all persons with disabilities including children. 

1. the concept of positive action needs to be clearly linked with non-discrimination to ensure that all persons with disabilities can address and exercise their rights 

2. the concept of diversity instead of a more limited concept of gender to ensure that all persons with disabilities are covered in a comprehensive manner in this convention irrespective of age, gender, ethnicity and any other status

� Based on art 5 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child





