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The working title of the convention is unnecessarily long and uncertain in its meaning.  Simplification will promote clarity and accessibility to persons with disability.

The term ‘comprehensive’ is perhaps best understood as a drafting instruction to the Ad Hoc Committee, rather than as a description of the convention itself.  Once the drafting of the convention is complete, the degree to which it is comprehensive will be borne out in its substantive articles, rather than by its title. It is not entirely clear what the term ‘integral’ is intended to convey.  If it is intended to mean ‘important’ or ‘central’ it is unnecessary to state this in the title – the importance of an international human rights convention is self-evident, and does not need to be stated. The duty to ‘promote and protect’ the rights of people with disability is better situated in the articles of the convention, especially the article dealing with the general obligations of states, rather than in the title.  

Taking these concerns into account the title might be reformulated as follows:

Convention on the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disability

In this respect we draw attention to the fact that ‘rights’ and ‘dignity’ are independent concepts.  It is important that both are reflected in the title.
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