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Mr. President,

At the outset I would like to welcome the Special Rapporteur on

Torture Mr. Manfred Nowak, in_ our Midest A
Ny Ut A/\THI’./\/f?V'q/[Q TP ho s e
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\ %M —His—report under consideration has-been in cizenlatien, In one

SN

form or another, for some time. A summary of it .hasbeen— Wi had
presented to the Second Session of this council last year. Then

substantial parts of it were submitted to the 61 session of the .
GA afterwardsj'ih ouncil is now provided with the—third- e l‘&@ﬁ%

version of this report. This is one jssue we want to, draw )
1 ww};

- attention to it; namely that the same

different fora without necessarily +#added value. May be, this

one practice, which has made the—reform——fthe %pecial .
ocedures lpmeragia. & 1y § <ok jL'ZLW A @) b
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Likewise, I would like to remind that the whole exercise of

Special Procedures should be viewed as constructive interactive

dialogue withjrespective countrids.

It is in this spirit that Jordan réceived Mr, Nowak, la_sg summer

And I am also commenting on his repoft. But re doing that, I

/%vant to infobad TYeide that thepJordanian Government has

submitted an extensive reply to this report. Therefore, and due to
time limitation, I am going to restrict myself to t
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First :Some of the recommendations of the report were generally v M

—peacted! and the Jordanian Government had already started
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implementing some of them. Indeed, those recommendations

coincided with what the authorities had already started planning

long time ago. T

because of mainix—f FAOns. | am referring here )
to the closure of the Jafer Rehabilitation and Correctional Center + 1 Tr—s
= preparations to close one or two more

facilities in the gear future.




Moreover, the Government has alerted competent authoritieg to
look into the possibility of amending article 208 of the penal
code to meet the requirements of the definition of torture set out
in article 1 of the Convention against Torture. Also—the
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every person the right to ask for a lawver when amected.
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S : TCpOrt, en—the—otherhom, still contains several

<gp_’flﬁ%ﬁe%ndusf(wand‘mac:c:ura\te narrativg: However, I am
not going to dwell on them W I'will just point
out a few to give this Council a glimpsa of the rea] picture.
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17" the practice of torture is )

widespread in Jordan, and In_sore—plaee routine, namely the 177X (e

- General Intelligence Department and the Public Security

Directorate’s  Criminal Investigation Department™ Thjs

assertion goes t0o far and is not vindicated by the facts. We do

not deny that some individual cases of torture did happen and

may happen in the future but the number of such cases dd not

support this strong conclusion. Even if all the cases that were

presented to the SR were tru_c%- SO ethipg, whikch is not the case

as will be demonstrated ta?er— t E%no‘?j’ﬁgtig/ that assertion. -

\(I/%\e Afact of the matter is that torture is neither widespread (nor :Z{";/ti &

L M r Qﬁ;ﬂ; routing in any law enforcement agency in Jordan > b
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Third: impunity and un-awareness

Mronevak <) Haoat o pr?\u&:cz, -\bﬂzm P 2254,

As a result of his discussinns with gevemmmentofficials, the-SR A Gy,
clajme-that-he—Ffowrmd—s B s 2 s o s o2 e e ot 2PN 19SS of € Ptirpe .

basgre, It 1s unclear to us how he arrived at'sach o conclusion. alssg 4,!, /
| Jordanian officials whom he met demed that torture as a policy Pt @iz 2
existed or tolerated in their respective facilities. Thus, they 1%-,1\1,
never implied that individual and isolated cases may have ‘
occurred and have been dealt with according to law. p e ﬁf Eret
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and provisions in Jordanian Law to combat torture are rendered
:tgglg I:leaillngégslz clin ﬁ{)ract‘lce wd thg s-emlmty services
are effectively shielded from independent crimina prosecution
and accountability. 0\0""2 3 e i %_-
distinction between the legislative and the executive bodies in

Jordan. That i . ral pros a
jurist MWMWQQ : = ' 1oy total
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elaiming that laws and regulations were not applied in the cases

of torture and tl-treatment is out of keepine. In fact, a number, -

of the security and police officers were 5165 om}iedb A

for applying torture. Addionalle™ the General Security

Department is currently conducting investigations in a number

of cases mentioned in Mr. Nowak’s report. If enough evidence

was found that indict the defendant)}the perpetrators of these

crimes will undoubtedly be punished. Tn this context, data from

the Department of General Security show that 17 security

officers were convicted for employing torture in the two‘—/year

period, 2003-2006. Ty Wg"ﬁ ’@f‘ﬁ A \rfgg/\;v%

ST 4 v T P e e vf vrh dau Heoy W
Wme government has implemented a national plan to 6&-izd ¥>L<

raise awareness of human rights issues, which targets both /

citizens and members of security services alike.

Since the Conventjoi} ﬁgamstgprture (CAT) has been adopted

by the Jordanian , It has become an integral part of
the Jordanian law. Further, the Government has disseminated its
text to various security agencies and requested them to
familiarize themselves with its provisions. Furthermore, this
Convention has been incorporated in the training manuals of all
security personnel. At the same time, a national campaign has
been launched to sensitize all parties to the importance of
respecting human rights at all levels. And for this purpose the
subject of human rights and international humanitarian law has
been incorporated in the national curricula as well as training
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courses for all concerned government personnel. This s has

been done to underline the political commitment of Jordanjan

leadership and consecutive governments to issues of human
right@yCoupled with that several human rights associations and

national institution advocate and actively monitor human riehts Vs Lo
practices in the country, All that'in"addition to educating the tetan oy
public about the subject. The national Human Rights Center, an pleg,
independent institution established by special law is entrusted

with the task of monitoring the human rights situation in the

couniry as a whole. It has been working very closely with all

government institutions and agencies that are involved into

questions of Human Rights. The Center’s recommendations

have been reviewed by various agencies and departments in

Jordan to ensure that the human rights principles and standards

are respected and that violations or shortcomings are dealt with

promptly and adequately. The center has assumed a leading role

in assessing Human Rights practices in Jordan. i
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Fourth: Mr. Nowak’s Visit to the GID Nosts by l\,? ey ,
Ad oy &-L\ﬂfﬂp{{“wx “1’ borewve by ZAG, c,L %
During his trip, Mr. Nowak vis/i;ed the GID and was received by VY PIE
the Deputy Director and Gdntor officers who answered all his L . Aoy,
questions. These answers were comprehensive, concise and “E*_’il T
transparent. He was provided with a list containing the names of =
all detainees held in the GID detention facility, their respective

charges and dates of detention.

c

Mr. Nowak retizmed te inspe t'\e, detention facility. He was
granted access and ag‘é‘-'gﬁ%ug’};fihe cohdyctedoan inspectitp st~

# the facility and interviewed all the detainees in the presence
of the facility’s employees. He was given all possible assistance

to fulfill his mission.

Nonetheless, he indicated his desire to take pictures of areas of
the GID that have nothing to do with the detention facility and Sy werte )

also_tnsisted on-having private interviews with the detainees “= Yo

without any protection.
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He was mmmmmwmﬁ
bne wj 1 ction wourd

ty—He-tnsisted-Butthe aCCoNIpanying —
(\/\-& official Not authorize this procedure, as jt Involves some
risks on Mr. Nowak’s life, without getting an authorization by
his superiors. Then My, Nowak broke up the visit and left the

compound Hestijy P AN ATy U o B
~Qn_th-e—fr;>l-10wiﬂgda¥, the Jordanian Ministry of F oreign Affairs M—W )%

Yitd to contact members of the delegation accompanying Mr,
Nowak in order to explain the reasons underlyin th\i:vents of
the previous day and to inform him that he o plete his
visit to the GID detention facility according to his own
conditions (confidential unsupervised _interviews with the
detainees) At Rese e e t e TR came to naught as

M =W 60058 not tn eshond-and .-a‘v. AT
phones were found turned off forthe rest ef_;he_dﬁy
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Fifth: Fe Sdi’mmnonsgs a matter of fact that the Jordanian

constitution does not criminalize torture. The_ Jordasjan
constitution w enti ure
criminalizes torture by positively affirming the rights and
freedoms of al] persons and make infringement of such rights
and freedoms a crime punished by law. But even, if all this was
not enough, the fact that Jordan has signed and ratified the
Convention Against Torture; thus making it an integral part of
the Jordanian national jav Mestablishes the legal basis to
criminalize torture in the J ordanian legal system.
Simultaneously, since the C.A T, has been incorporated into the
legal system of the country, the authorities have automatically
accepted the definition of torture indicated therein. Stil] and as ywaws bt

o . mentioned earlier, the government is considering action to
amend article 208 of Jordan’s Penal Code to conform it to the
definition of torture in the sajd convention.
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Detention, correctional rehabilitation are
continuously monitore y competent autherifies, NGOs as wel]|
as specialized intermational instituti such as ICRC.

Mr. President,

The Jordanian government is fully aware of the legal and human
implication of torture, which runs contrary to the cultural,
religious and legal precepts constituting guiding principles for
the Jordanian government. It is also aware tha: occasional
violation of these fundamental values is have occurred and may
occur in the future. Yet the authorities are determined to dea]
with them on the basis of law, as it is the political will and firm
policy of the Jordanian leadership to fight Impunity,

Torture is a denial of the humanity of both the victim and
perpetrator and while it may exist, no civilized society can
condone it and expect to enjoy stability and progress normally.
That is why the international community considers it a crime
against humanity and be sure, Mr. President, that Jordan is in
the forefront of this international drive of combat it.

Finally, I would like to reaffirm the government’s commitment
to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur to ensure that any
incident of torture is adequately and promptly tackled according
to the Jordanian laws and regulations. In spite of the fact that the
government of Jordan does not agree with some of Mr. Nowak’s
conclusions, it will nonetheless seriously review those
recommendations and approach them positively. |



