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' The Programme of Action, para. 164, states: “Specifically, organizations and bodies
involved in the United Nations system responsible for the preparation and
administration of international agreements, covenants and other instruments that
might have a direct or indirect impact on disabled people should ensure that such
instruments fully take into account the situation of persons who are disabled.”

See Marcia H. Rioux, “Disability: the place of judgment in a world of fact”,
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, vol.41l, No. 2; Michael Oliver,
“Changing the social relations of research production”, Disability, Handicap and
Society, vol. 7, No. 2; Jean-Frangois Ravaud and Henri-Jacques Stiker, “Les
modeéles de 1'inclusion et de 1'exclusion a 1'épreuve du handicap”, Handicap-Revue
de Sciences Humaines et Sociales, vol. 87; Jean-Frangois Ravaud and Henri-Jacques
Stiker, “Inclusion/exclusion: disability, politics and recognition”, chapter 21 in
Gary L. Albrecht, Katherine D. Seelman and Michael Bury, eds., Handbook of Disability
Studies (Thousand Oaks, Sage Publications, 2001); Catherine Barral, “Typology of the
forms of social exclusion”, paper presented at an expert meeting on the theme “Critical
issues and trends related to disability and human rights: emerging issues and concepts”,
Toronto, 17-19 June 2002.

w

See Scott Campbell Brown, “Methodological paradigms that shape disability research”,
chapter 5 in Albrecht et al., op. cit.

See R. Pechansky and C. Thomas, “The concept of access: definition and relation to
customer satisfaction”, Medical Care, vol. 19, No. 2; Rune J. Simeonsson, Donald B.
Bailey Jr., Donna Scandlin, Gail S. Huntington and Marcia Roth, “Disability, health,
secondary conditions and quality of life: emerging issues in public health”, chapter
11 in Rune J. Simeonsson and Lauren N. McDevitt, eds., /ssues in Disability and Health:
the Role of Secondary Conditions and Quality of Life (Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Office on Disability and Health, 1999); Gale G. Whiteneck, Patrick Fourgeyrollas and
Kenneth A. Gilbert, “Elaborating the model of disablement”, in Marcus J. Fuher, ed.,
Assessing Medical Rehabilitation Practices: the Promise of Outcomes Research
(Baltimore, Paul H. Brookes, 1997).

The report was based on the findings and recommendations of a global meeting of experts
to review the implementation of the Programme of Action at the mid—point of the Decade,
held in Stockholm from 17 to 22 August 1987 and generously supported by the Government
of Sweden.

At the policy level, the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women state that women constitute a significant number of people who are disabled.
The Strategies also note that many factors account for rising numbers of disabled
persons, including war, violence, poverty, hunger, and work-related accidents, and
recommended that Governments adopt the Programme of Action (see A/CONF. 116/28/Rev. 1,
chap. I, sect. A, para. 296).

-

The mid-Decade report of the Secretary—General on the implementation of the Programme
of Action (A/42/551) noted that bilateral cooperation in the field of disability in
the period under review had included support for drinking water and sanitation, as
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well as for health services and nutrition surveillance. The report also described
institutional development and leadership training activities in such areas as
community—based rehabilitation, appropriate technologies, sports training and
cooperative development, supported by the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability,
which also included co—financing support to a UNDP-assisted project on training and
research in rehabilitation in Mauritania.

®See lnited Nations Disability Statistics Database, 1975-1986: Technical Manual

=3

>

(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.88.XVII.12); FElaboracion de estadisticas
sobre los impedidos: estudios de casos; (United Nations publication, Sales No.
S.86.XVIIL. 17). The World s Women 1970-1990: Trends and Statistics (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.90.XVII.3) discusses, briefly, the situation of women with
disabilities, and notes that the care of persons with disabilities falls
disproportionately on women.

See Development of Statistical Concepts and Methods on Disability for Household
Surveys (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.88.XVII.4); and Disability
Statistics Compendium (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.90.XVII.17).

The mid-Decade review (A/42/561) submitted recommendations, inter alia, on (a)
recognition of sign language as a legitimate interpretation need in United Nations
meetings, when required; (b) access to United Nations facilities and materials for
persons with special needs; (c) national-level guidelines on the rights of persons
with communications disabilities, and on education and training for socio—economic
integration of persons with disabilities.

See Robert I. Metts, “Planning for disability”, paper presented to a United Nations
panel on independent living of persons with disabilities, 3 December 1998.

See James 1. Charlton, Nothing About Us Without Us: Disability Oppression and
Empowerment (Berkeley, University of California Press).

Commitment B, “Sustainable human settlements” (paras. 42-43), addresses provision of
equal opportunities for a healthy, safe and productive life for those who belong to
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. Commitment C, “Enablement and participation”
(paras. 44-45), expresses commitments for capacity—-building in human settlements
planning and management, based on dialogue among actors, especially women and persons
with disabilities, for promoting equal access to information, and for facilitating
participation in management of public and community-based housing by women and those
who belong to vulnerable and disadvantaged groups.

The 12 key socio—economic indicators related to the major United Nations conferences
and summits on social and economic issues of international concern — elaborated by
the system—wide former Advisory Committee on Coordination Task Force on Basic Social
Services for All — did not include any measure of incidence of disability in persons.
The indicators are: total population, access to health services, contraceptive
prevalence, underweight prevalence among preschool children (under 5), maternal
mortality ratio, mortality rate for infants and under—5 populations, life expectancy
at birth (female/male), school enrolment (female/male), adult literacy (female/male),
access to safe water, access to sanitation, and floor area per person. See Charting
the Progress of Populations (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.00.XIII.6).

Geneva 1980.

See ESA/STAT/AC. 18/7; Development of Statistical Concepts and Methods on Disability
for Household Surveys (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.88.XVII.4): lUnited
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A/AC.265/2003/2

Nations Disability Statistics Database, 1975-1986: Technical Manual (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.88.XVII.12).

" See Towards a System of Social and Demographic Statistics (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.74.XVII.S8).

" See Disability Statistics Compendium (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.90.XVII. 17), chap. I.

Y Tbid., chap. II.
* United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.XVII.4.
* United Nations publication, Sales No. E.98.XVII.8, paras. 2.258-2.277.

® Environment is used here in a broad sense and, as noted above, refers to the policy
and programme environments for equalization of opportunities, the social and economic
environments to pursue equalization of opportunities, accessible built environments,
and information and technologies environments that provide reasonable accommodation.
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