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Progress & challenges in Asia-Pacific
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Source: ESCAP (2018). Inequality in Asia and the Pacific in the era of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Income inequality is on the rise



Inequality of opportunity also rising

Source: ESCAP (2018). Inequality in Asia and the Pacific in the era of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
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The most unequally distributed 
opportunities in Asia-Pacific 

are:
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Average D-indices in Asia-Pacific 
countries, grouped by subregion:



Social protection is an effective tool 
against poverty and inequality 



Asia Pacific investment in social protection 
below global levels



Many more people could be lifted out of poverty 
with increased social protection



ESCAP’s three service lines aligned to support 
member States delivering on their social 

development ambitions
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Keep up to date at http://www.unescap.org

twitter.com/unescap

facebook.com/unescap

youtube.com/unescap
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