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| Background and Rationale

Forests play a crucial role in climate mitigation adaptation and resilience, biodiversity protection,
conservation and valuation, droughts and desertification and sustainable development (SD).
However, achieving global forest goals require substantial investments beyond public funding.
Mobilizing private sector investment is essential to bridge this financing gap and unlock the_f,ull' :
potential of forests as nature based solutions (NbS).

The United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF) highlights the importance of
sustainable financing mechanisms, emphasizing public-private partnerships (PPPs), carbon markets,
and innovative investment instruments to achieve the Global Forest Goals (GFGs). Similarly, AFoCQ's
Friends of Asia and Asian Forests (FAAF) Forum as well as the Africa Forest Landscape Restoration
Initiative (AFR100) have both underscored the necessity of engaging private capital to scale up and
out sustainable forestry initiatives in both Continents, and beyond.

This side event will bring together key stakeholders from the corporate sustainability leaders,
policymakers, and intergovernmental organizations to discuss strategies for accelerating private
sector investment in forests, unlocking financial innovations, and creating enabling policy
environments. The discussion will showcase successful case studies and explore new opportunities
to align corporate and investor commitments with forest conservation, restoration, and carbon
finance mechanisms.
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