
 

 

 

Concept Note 

United Nation Forum on Forests – 17th session 

Saudi Green Initiative (SGI) 

Tree planting as a tool to combat climate and improve people livelihood 

Wednesday 11th May 2022, 1:30-2:45 (New York Time) 

The Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84775983260?pwd=TCt0MVZZNkhqTW5PUGxqbnZLcjgzQT09  

 

 

Background 

Saudi Arabia’s participation in the United Nations Forest Forum reflects the importance it attaches to 

climate change and environmental conservation and protection, in line with the Kingdom transformation 

program within Vision 2030.  

The Kingdom has launched a process for structuring its environmental work system, which included the 

establishment of five environmental centers specialized in meteorology, environmental compliance, 

biodiversity, plant cover development, combating desertification and managing waste. 

 

Recently, Riyadh hosted the Saudi Green Initiative Forum, which witnessed the announcement of more 

than 59 initiatives, and the Green Middle East Initiative summit, in the presence of international 

stakeholders and regional leaders. 

The Kingdom aims to reach net-zero emissions by 2060 by implementing the carbon circular economy 

approach, through the first set of Green Saudi initiatives, with investments exceeding 700 billion Riyals, in 

order to chart a more sustainable future. 

Efforts to protect the environment and preserve its natural resources included establishing an environment 

fund to contribute to achieving financial sustainability for this sector, setting up special forces for 

environmental security, and developing national capabilities in the field of predicting natural disasters and 

early warning. 

Moreover, the Saudi State has established the Council for Royal Reserves to develop natural reserves in 

six locations in the Kingdom, by raising the percentage of protected areas to more than 30% of the 

country’s land area, which exceeds the current global target to protect 17% of each country’s lands. 

 

In a more remarkable development, Saudi Arabia has started implementing the first phase of afforestation 

initiatives, which seeks to plant more than 450 million trees, rehabilitate 8 million hectares of degraded 

lands and allocate new protected lands, bringing the total protected areas in the Kingdom so far to more 

than 20 percent of its total surface. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia participation in the United Nations Forum on Forests 17th session May 2022 

will highlight the importance of forests and the role played by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84775983260?pwd=TCt0MVZZNkhqTW5PUGxqbnZLcjgzQT09


 

protection, conservation, and rehabilitation of forests, as well as the Saudi Green initiative (SGI) and the 

Middle East Green Initiative (MGI). 

 

The Event 

The side event aims at highlighting the role of SGI, tree planting and natural resource conservation in 

combating climate change and ensuring sustainable development and improvement of human wellbeing. 

The event will highlight and provide valuable contribution to the Forum through enhancing discussion 

among partners, attracting interested parties, sharing experiences and lesson learnt, and exploring 

innovative techniques and tools towards sustainable development.  

 

Format 

The event will be conducted virtually, in a form of participatory panel that will allow all participant to be 

engaged to share experiences and best practices on the different tree planting initiatives. 

 

Agenda  

 

Presenter Topic  Time (minutes) 

1. Welcoming remarks by Eng. Samier  Malaekah, Acting Director General of 
the General Administration of Forests, The National Center for the 
Development of Vegetation Cover and Combating Desertification 

5 

2. Dr. Najeeb Alharbi 
 

• Saudi Green initiative to combat climate 

change and to enhance quality of life. 

• Middle East Green Initiative as first 

environmental alliance of its kind in 

the region formed to address climate 

change, promote investment and 

transfer knowledge.  

10 

 
3. Dr. Rahma  Al-Qthanin 

• Saudi frosts: afforestation and 
reforestation 

 

10 

4. Dr. Sami Albarih 
 

• Saudi Green initiative and Middle East 
Green Initiative: contribution to global 
effort 

10 

Participants Questions, Answers and Discussion  15 

Presenters Final Remarks 10 

 


