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NATIONAL FORESTRY AND GRASSLAND ADMINISTRATION
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

No.18,East Street,Hepingli
BEIJING 100714, P.R. CHINA

Mr. Alexander Trepelkov
Officer-in-Charge

United Nations Forest Forum Secretariat
January 21, 2020
Dear Mr. Trepelkov,

In response to UNFF Secretariat’s request for advices from member states on the main
content of the Declaration, I would like to provide you China’s input to the Ministerial
Declaration of High Level Segment of UNFF 15, which is attached to this letter. I
hope it could serve as the reference for your consideration and be incorporated into

the final document.

With my best wishes,

Ms. Liu Xin
Deputy Director General

International Cooperation Center

National Forestry and Grassland Administration, P.R. China

Encs: China’s input to the Ministerial Declaration of HLS, UNFF 15 (Chinese

and English version)
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China’s input to the Ministerial Declaration of HLS, UNFF 15

China would like to propose the following aspects as its input to the Ministerial
Declaration of High Level Segment of UNFF15:

In general, the Ministerial Declaration should appreciate the efforts and achievements
made by member states in implementing United Nations Strategic Plan on Forest
(UNSPF 2017-2030), analyze the problems and challenges we are facing for the next
step to accomplish the UNSPF based on the progress made so far, and come up with
core issues that require attentions of the international community and the common
efforts of all member states.

We would like to recommend the following points to be taken into consideration in
drafting the Ministerial Declaration, and hopefully can be reflected in the Declaration:

1. Recognizing that forest is an integral part of terrestrial ecosystem, constituting a
community of shared life with other forms of ecosystems, such as mountains, rivers,
farmlands, lakes, and grasslands at landscape and regional scale. A holistic approach
should be taken at different levels globally to promote forest preservation and
sustainable management, achieving harmonious co-existence between human and
nature and sustainable development.

2. Noting the importance of funding and various resources in facilitating member
countries to implement United Nations Forest Instrument (UNFI) and UNSPF, the
international community, especially the developed countries, shall provide necessary
fund and capacity building for developing countries to implement UNFI and UNSPF.
The role of the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network (GFFFN) in assisting
developing countries to enhance forest financing should be further strengthened to
extend its scale and effect, so as to satisfy the increasing demands on forest financing
from member states.

3. Recognizing the importance of forests in achieving 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals, particularly the special role played by forests, including non-wood forest
products, in eradicating poverty, further actions should be taken to upgrade the quality
of forests, with the rational use of non-wood forest products, to facilitate the
accomplishment of UNSPF and relevant Sustainable Development Goals.

4. There are more than half of people living in urban areas worldwide. With the
development of urbanization, there will be larger population in urban areas. In this



respect, urban forestry is increasingly important in term of ecological, social and
environmental effects and should be developed to better play the role in improving

living environment, recreation, health care and culture, so as to generate more welfare
to the human society.



