
       

STATEMENT BY HONOURABLE ADVOCATE NGOAKO RAMATLHODI, 
MINISTER FOR PUBLIC SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AT THE INAUGURAL ECOSOC FORUM 
ON FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT FOLLOW-UP, 20 APRIL 2016, 
TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL  

 

Mr President; 

South Africa aligns itself with the statement that was delivered by the 

Kingdom of Thailand on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.    

We are delighted to participate in this inaugural Economic and Social 

Council Forum on financing for development follow-up.  

Our immediate and fundamental goal is to end poverty and hunger and to 

achieve sustainable development in its three dimensions through promoting 

economic growth, protecting the environment and promoting social 

inclusion. In our efforts, we need to reaffirm the 2002 Monterrey 

Consensus, the 2008 Doha Declaration on Financing for Development and 

the 2015 Addis Ababa Action Agenda in their entirety, integrity and holistic 

approach.  

Mr President; 
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The Addis Ababa Action Agenda supports, complements and helps to 

contextualize the 2030 Agenda’s means of implementation targets. The 

financing for development process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development track thus remain separate processes in order not to confuse 

their respective mandates.  

Mr President, 

The adverse impact of the consequences of the world financial and 

economic crisis, including on development, and an uneven, fragile and slow 

recovery of the global economy, lower commodity prices, large capital 

outflows and increased financial market volatility has derailed the 

development efforts of the countries of the South. It is imperative that we 

achieve sustainable development in its three dimensions in a balanced and 

integrated manner, and to build upon the achievements of the millennium 

development goals (MDGs) and seeking to address their unfinished 

business. 

Mr President; 

In our endevours to attain sustainable development, there is a fundamental 

need to respect each country’s policy space and leadership to implement 

policies for poverty eradication and sustainable development. At the same 

time, national development efforts need to be supported by an enabling 

international economic environment, including coherent and mutually 

supporting world trade, monetary and financial systems, and strengthened 

and enhanced global economic governance.  

Mr President; 
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It is imperative that we promptly conclude the negotiations on the Doha 

Development Agenda. We urge the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

members to commit in continuing efforts to accelerate the accession of all 

developing countries engaged in negotiations for WTO membership and 

welcome the 2012 strengthening, streamlining and operationalizing of the 

guidelines for the accession of least developed countries to the WTO. 

 

We further welcome the entry into force of the Proposed Amendment of the 

Articles of Agreement on Reform of the Executive Board of the IMF and 

2010 Quota Increase, and stress the need to continue to broaden and 

strengthen the voice and participation of developing countries in 

international economic decision-making and norm-setting and global 

economic governance. 

 

Mr President; 

Capacity development will indeed be integral in achieving the 2030 

sustainable development agenda. Developing countries need to be 

supported in these efforts.  

 

Mr President; 

We reiterate that the fulfillment of all Official Development Assistance 

(ODA) commitments remains crucial and as such developed countries 

need to reaffirm their respective ODA commitments, and urge all those that 

have not met their targets to make additional concrete efforts. There needs 

to be efforts to reverse the declining trend of ODA to LDCs.  We are 
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concerned with the recent prioritization of funding on humanitarian issues 

at the detriment of focusing on developmental gaps due to the recent 

migration challenges faced by Europe. This has a negative effect on LDCs 

as this phenomenon takes a huge portion of the potential ODA that was to 

be apportioned to this grouping in order to address this migration-related 

challenge. It is our understanding that the root causes of the world’s 

problems, which are mainly due to lack of development, need to be 

addressed in order to deter the recurrence of forced migration.     

 

Mr President, 

 

We welcome the launch of the Technology Facilitation Mechanism, 

including the establishment of an inter-agency task team on science, 

technology and innovation for the sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

and call for its full operationalisation, including the establishment of the 

online platform. We look forward to the first annual Multi-stakeholder Forum 

on Science, Technology and Innovation for the SDGs, to be held from 6 to 

7 June 2016 in New York.  

Mr President; 

  

We underscore the need to strengthen cooperation with relevant United 

Nations Agencies that could support the implementation of the Addis 

Ababa Action Agenda. In this regard we call on the United Nations 

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) to be empowered to 

advance the linkages between infrastructure development, inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization and innovation, and in this regard, request 
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UNIDO to be afforded the responsibility to provide a report at the next FfD 

forum on progress in the implementation of this commitment. Likewise, we 

appreciate the support extended by UNCTAD as the focal point within the 

United Nations system for the integrated treatment of trade and 

development as well as interrelated issues in the areas of finance, 

technology, debt, investment and sustainable development. We thus look 

forward to the UNCTAD’s 14th Session to be held in Nairobi, Kenya from 17 

to 22 July 2016.   

 

Mr President; 

 

The Paris Agreement on Climate Change provided us with an excellent 

opportunity to work together on issues pertaining to climate change.  We 

thus look forward to its signing ceremony on 22 April 2016. We call on 

developed countries to fully convert the pledges to the Green Climate Fund 

into contribution agreements and work towards formal periodic 

replenishment cycles. Furthermore, we need to emphasize that Climate 

Finance is additional to and cannot be counted as ODA and should 

therefore be dealt with as a separate issue. 

Mr President; 

 

Member states, with the support of the United Nations, and other relevant 

non-state actors need to commit to address the illicit financial flows, which 

continue to diminish the benefits that developing countries could derive 

from trade.  In this regard, the fight against illicit financial flows from Africa 

should be at the forefront of the international agenda related to 
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development financing. Governments worldwide should join forces to, inter-

alia, encourage transparency of multi-national corporations; discourage and 

detect cross-border tax evasion; and stop trade mispricing, transfer pricing 

and trade mis-invoicing. We need to commit to work together and establish 

an inclusive, inter-governmental structure or instrument that will ensure a 

collective responsibility and cooperation in the fight against illicit financial 

flows.  

Mr President; 

 

South Africa is of the view that the Forum on financing for development 

follow-up should continue holding its annual meetings at the Headquarters 

in New York in the spring season as was directed by the General Assembly 

Resolution 70/192. This meeting should not be held back-to-back with the 

HLPF process in order to separate the proceedings of these two 

processes. 

 

We would like this ECOSOC Forum and future Forums on financing for 

development follow-up to be respected by all member states and should 

thus be used as a platform to make tangible and meaningful contribution to 

development.  

 

 

I thank you! 
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