Economic and Social Council
Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on Extractive Industries Taxation
ECOSOC Chamber, UN Headquarters, New York, 28 May @13

Note for Participants
Background

The Expert Group Meeting on Extractive Industries Taxation will be a relatively informal meeting
designed to initiate the work of the Secretariat tre UN Committee of Experts on International
Cooperation in Tax Matters (the Committee). Then@uttee will consider such issues for the firstdim
in October 2013, and we anticipate that a reporhfthis meeting and a Secretariat paper will afisgst
Committee to identify areas where focused work assist developing countries in dealing with the
many tax issues arising from extractive industilesduding in their wider context.

“Chatham House” rules will apply. This means that participants are free to usénfbemation
received, but neither the identity nor the affibatof the speakers nor that of any other partitipanay
be revealed. This is designed to encourage opsramessharing of information.

The discussions will focus on issues that develppmuntries face when designing and administenmg a
extractive industries fiscal regimngth a view to ensuring that the UN tax cooperatiorwork can

further support developing countries in this important area of development.During the meeting,
discussants from national tax authorities, inteamatl organizations, non-governmental organizations
the private sector and academics will propose andider issues of international tax cooperatiotihé
extractive industries sector, including institubarrangements to promote such cooperatibis
important that the views of all stakeholders in taxsystems be heard in an open and welcoming
forum on such a central tax issue as the treatmermtf extractive industries.

Discussion
Important subthemes will include (in no particubader):

a) the importance doétable, transparent and conducive investment climasto encourage
investment (which can be a spur to sustainableldpreent);

b) the need to balance that aspect witfevenue base that can help achieve sustained
developmentthrough financing schools, hospitals and othelipgwods, and helps deal
with systemic shocks;

c) tax incentives and the so-called “race to the botto”;

d) the relationship of tax policies to other policiesn this area including as to the
environment;

e) how to addresgolatility of revenues from these industriesdue to the volatility of
markets;

f) diversified versus undiversified economic and reveare bases
g) relevantdifferences between various types of extractive intry;



h) the role oftax treaty policy and administration in this area;
i) the role oftransfer pricing policy and administration in this area;
J) transparency issuesincluding their impact in this area and possikider significance;

k) lessons learned fromapacity building including how to set up tax polig administration
capabilities in this area;

[) roles fortaxpayers and others including NGOs in building capbilities, and more
broadly; and

m) last but by no means least, how to encouragethlatspective “competitive advantages”
of international organizations active in this areaincluding the UN, IMF, World Bank and
the OECD as well as regional and other organizataoe used to best advantage imeads-
driven and needs-responsive, but not merely react/ way This needs to be done
cooperatively, so thatnnecessary duplication and fragmentation are avoied, while still
respecting their differing respective mandates andllowing for the possibility of
developing countries receiving “second opinionsbn issues of great relevance to them.

Objectives
The Expert Group Meeting will aim to:

a) identify pressing issues of developing countrigs the area of taxation of the extractive
industry as well apotential new challenges

b) indicate theexisting availability of assistance, and gaps in ailable assistance

c) toinform the work of the UN Committee of Experts on hternational Cooperation in
Tax Matters as to how the Committee may makerague “value added” contribution in
this field while working constructively with others; and

d) bring together the different stakeholdersinvolved in these issues with a view to
identifying and developing a network of expertdhat the Committee can draw upon, such
as if it forms a subcommittee on these issues.

Note that the Special Meeting of ECOSOC on Inteonal Cooperation in Tax Matters @ May
2013, which some of you are also attendir(geehttp://www.un.org/esa/ffd/index.htm#upcom)nis a
more formal meeting, at which statements can oelynbde by the Member States and accredited
organizations.That meeting is being separately organized and yowill need to be specifically
invited to that meeting also to gain accega contact for requesting invitations is noted bglowe
will explain more about the logistics of that megtin advance of, and during, the meeting oV2§.

Meeting Times and Venue

The Expert Group Meeting on 28Viay 2013 will be held from 9:40 am to 6:30 pm. Resgfration
will begin at 9.15 am.

The venue is thEconomic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Chamber of th&Jnited Nations recently
refurbished (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/26d8n14964.doc.htm). We will not fill this very
large room, but have relocated to it because @a@itable rooms were too small for the large number
of representatives who have expressed intereseimeeting.



The route to the Chamber is not always clear asviadions continue in other parts of the UN complex,
so please follow the registration procedures nbttdw.

Registration

Please proceed through the UN Visitor's Entraatekbth Street and First Avenue
http://visit.un.org/wcm/content/site/visitors/homlkah/directions Once past security, you will be in the
lobby area of the General Assembly building wherehtere will be a desk with people identified as
organizers of this meeting who can give you day pse&s on verification of your identitywith your
passport or national ID arvadho will escort you in groups to the meeting room.They will be there at
least until 10:00 am on 28 May. After that timease call Marilyn Elblein at (646) 251-4060 for
assistanceYou need to wear the pass at all times while on tHgéN premises. It will be valid for 28
May only — those invited to attend the 29 May magtvill receive a second pass on that day.

Security Processes

Please allow sufficient time to go through secuclgarance, (preferably as early as possible, dbut n
earlier than 9:00 am — you will not be allowed ittte UN complex until then). Security is strictlame
advise against bringing in substantial items ofage.

Remember to bring a passport or a national ID cardvith photo and your formal invitation to the
meeting. If you have not received the invitation, or havemévited to the meeting of 28 May 2013 but
would also like to attend on 29 May, please contéatilyn Elblein atelblein@un.ordoy 20 May.

Seating
We will be reserving seats for listed speakers@hnadirs of sessions; other seating will be unassigne
Speakers

The sessions for the Expert Group Meetingvary concentrated with a brief and strictly enforced
(12 minutes) maximum presentatiortime for panelists. This is to give as much opyaity for key
points to be made by as many speakers as posstiile,allowing other participants not on panels to
also address important issues. This means that wi# beno time to deliver prepared speeches,
only a few key points likely to be of special intexst to developing countries.More detailed written
materials can be made available to participanth&ySecretariatf provided by 23 May.

Powerpointsare not required in view of the short presentatgbots”, but are welcome to help others
grasp the key points of your presentation. Suchkgm&tion however, still needs to fit in the 12 utén
time slot and benade available to the Secretariat by 23 MayPlease send them bi&a Ritter
(ritter@un.org andMichael Lennard (lennard@un.organd bring a copy with you on 28 May on a
USB drive also. Note that 27 May 2013 is obse@®&d holiday in the UN Headquarters in New York.




We also ask that speakers and chairs sendsjmurt biography to us by Friday, 17 May(send them to
Marilyn Elblein atelblein@un.org). The bios will be made available in short form tetiggants, as
time will not allow extensive introductions befarach session.

Chairs

We have not sought to circumscribe how the Chaarfopm their roles — we welcome them giving their
own brief observations and summaries, subjectddight time restrictions. A main task will be to
rigorously ensure that speakers keep to the vept 8tnings, in fairness to other speakers, amd th
Secretariat will be represented on the podium st this and other respects. The Secretailat w
briefly introduce the Chairs.

Participants are kindly requested to print andgtireir own copies of the draft agenda and backgiou
Please note thahere will be no facilities in the meeting rooms foediting or photocopying of
documents.

Interpretation

For budgetary reasons, there will unfortunatelybenterpretation provided on 28 May — proceedings
will be conducted in English only. The one exceptis that the Keynote Speech may be delivered in
Spanish — there will be an English version of gheesh made available in that case.
Coffee/Tea/Lunch

During the meeting of 28 May there are no coffesaks or provided meals. There is currently no
coffee readily available near the ECOSOC Chambedaimks are not allowed into the room. We will
give directions to the cafeteria for the lunch krdaring the meeting.

Hotels in New York City

For your convenience, a list of hotels reasonalalgecto the UN is attached. You should make your
reservation ahead of time by calling the hotellsgbone number. Some of the hotels offer prefeasenti

rates to people attending meetings at the UN (yithewe to indicate you are attending these
meetings), though you should also check the usatal booking sites for a better deal also.

Transportation

In New York, you will be responsible for your ownamsportation to the hotel and to the meeting venue
For transport to UN Headquarters se#tp://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/visitors/homeifpldirections

We look forward to seeing you in New York!



