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This September 2010 the UN General Assembly will be reviewing the status of the implementation of the
MDGs. With only five years to go before the 2015 deadline, it is clear now that the lack of resources to
finance the MDGs will be a major determining factor in the non‐fulfillment of these commitments. This
conclusion strongly highlights the need to generate new funds, complementary and additional to ODA, in
order to give a boost to the fulfillment of the MDGs. It is essential to place financing for development
needs at the core of the international political agenda.
Among the various proposals on the table is that of raising revenue from taxation on a broad range of
financial sector transactions or a Financial Transactions Tax (FTT). Among the existing options of financial
taxes, the Currency Transaction Tax is receiving much attention, as it has been identified as the mechanism
that would raise the resources needed to attain the MDGs in the most effective way. These taxes are
gaining traction among key development and economic actors, and galvanizing the energies of civil society
organizations advocating for social and redistributive justice.
This Panel will explore the political and practical agenda of FTT’s as an important and urgently needed
revenue‐raising mechanism for financing the MDGs, and explore strategies for moving this important
debate forward.
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