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• Models reflect worldviews and have greatly shaped those of 
decision-makers. 

• No agreement on the role of science in policy making.

• Scenarios have been a powerful interface, but model results are 
“cherry-picked” by decision-makers.

• Easier to agree on goals/targets than on policies, actions or 
indicators. No consensus on limits, but almost everyone agrees 
that technology is important.

• No scenario that considers full range of SD goals suggested by 
science or by politics. Unresolved trade-offs and synergies. 

• Fragmented modelers community focusing on applications. 
Models looking for applications. 

• Problems with increasingly complex hierarchy of assessments. 

• Results require a long time.

Lessons learned
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• Science-policy-business interface: better institutional 
solutions needed (ground rules, central banks, UN forum) 

• Minimum level of scientific consensus: better institutional 
arrangements needed 

• Sustainable development goals and targets: scenarios to 
capture full range suggested by science (support SDG) 

• Scenario modelers to reclaim their independence from 
donors and politics. 

• More resources for model/methodology development.

• Rethink complex hierarchy of assessments

• It’s time to remake the science-policy interface with new 
technologies!

Way forward



5

1. Introduction

2. Scenario analysts, scientists and policy makers –
making a good team? 

3. The art of global scenario and model development 
since 1970

4. Alternative futures – pathways to a better world in 
2050

5. Highlights from sustainable development scenarios 
for Rio+20

6. Issues for consideration

Chapter headings
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