The Infopoverty World
Conference, after having
analysed how the digital
revolution can contribute
to the eradication of
poverty in disadvantaged
communities, in its 6th
edition will focus on the
key element of success in
development policies.
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The present moment of turmoil
in the field of communications
can on the one hand create new
risks, such as monopolistic
industrial  policies and
invisible barriers
hampering  access to
information, and on the
other hand great
opportunities: we now
have all the tools to
eradicate  poverty and
promote development.

It is high time to make these
possibilities concrete actions,
making the different approaches
of the stakeholders come
together to better respond
to the needs of developing
countries and their
population. The experience
of reconstructing areas hit
by the tsunami in 2004 has
proved that the ICTs can
really better the lives even
of the most disadvantaged
communities, that were helped
also thanks to the new
technological devices available.

The Conference will focus
on 3 main emerging
priorities:
Global connectivity: the
H world is surrounded by a
Wl gt vast system of satellites,
"=l with huge and
#+.1 underexploited bandwidth,
but satellite uplink is very
difficult, due to the high costs
and the incompatibility of
standards: an alliance between
countries and satellite providers
aiming at fostering development
in the medium run and
with special tariffs could
result in a dramatic and
positive  upturn.  This
would lead to a real shared
knowledge for all, able to
transform the over-
abundance of information
into the supply of primary
broadband services, such as
telemedicine,  e-learning, e-
governance, e-commerce and
others.

Among the most interesting
applications of the World
Summit on the Information
Society held in Tunis in 2005, it
has been individuated and
certified the ICT Village model
created with the support of the
most important  international
organisations  (FAOQ, ITU,
UNDP, UNESCO, ESA, IFRC,
the World Bank). The model
fosters the use of the ICTs to
provide basic services for
development, thus actively
promoting economic activities
even at the most basic level.

A concrete and proactive
convergence of all stakeholders,
such as governments,
international organisations,
business companies and NGOs
can lead to the creation of a
satellite platform of e-services
that would benefit disadvantaged
communities in  emerging
countries, as well as indigenous
communities, preserving their
heritage and promoting their
cultural diversity and also solve
some of the problems poor
people have in the industrialised
countries, with huge positive
effects in terms of costs and
effectiveness. Moreover it would
be an important prerequisite to
create reliable markets, so that
ICT companies could invest in
the research and development of
ad hoc solutions able to
overcome structural handicaps
such as lack of electricity, of
connectivity and of appliances
created for rich  market
economies and seldom fit to the
specific needs of the population.

These 3 priority areas, if fully
pursued, will give concreteness
and stability to policies of
sustainable development with a
real holistic approach.

Not an utopian process: the
Industrial  Revolution  made
possible, in 2 generations only,
widespread development of the
areas where it took place,
overcoming the endemic poverty
that at the time afflicted 80% of
the population in Europe.

This is the challenge that the
Conference poses to all those,
institutions, industries, NGOs,
who have something to propose
and want to share in this event
their experiences and innovative
ideas to eradicate poverty.
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The INFOPOVERTY WORLD CONFERENCE was
born after the first project OCCAM supported in
Honduras with the creation of 2 Solar Villages in 2000
after the country was hit by Hurricane Mitch.

Since then, OCCAM has continuously worked on the
field and experiences have been presented in the annual
edition of the Conference. Moreover, Infopoverty
Seminars were held in the framework of the preparatory
activities to the World Summit on the Information
Society.

In particular, Infopoverty Seminars were held in every
PrepCom in Geneva and Hammamet and culminated in
those included in the official list of events of the WSIS
2003 in Geneva and the WSIS 2005.

Last editions of the Conference were held utilising a
multi videoconference format that has allowed delegates
from 4 different continents to participate in the event
focusing each on the specific issues of their countries

Past editions of Conference were devoted to:

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

FROM POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO ACTION

NEW TOOLS & BEST PRACTICES FOR DEVELOPMENT
THE ROLE OF ICTS IN REACHING THE MDGSs

NEW FRONTIERS OF THE ICT:
SERVICES FOR DEVELOPMENT

ACTORS AND STRATEGIES FOR DEVELOPMENT
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY TO FIGHT POVERTY
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