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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
FIJI IS AN ISLAND STATE WITH A TOTAL POPULATION OF 840,000, OF WHICH 50% ARE URBAN 
CITIZENS AND 50% ARE RURAL VILLAGERS. ANNUAL PRECIPITATION VARIES FROM 1500 MM TO 
3000 MM AND DROUGHT RISK PREVAILS DUE TO FRESH WATER RESOURCES AND INSUFFICIENCY 
OF WATER RESOURCES FOR AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY. NATURAL VEGETATION COVER 
OCCUPIES 50% OF ITS TOTAL LAND AREA AND 30% ARE PASTURE, WOODLAND AND ARABLE CROP 
LAND. ENERGY CONSUMPTION FOR AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY, COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC IS 
CONSIDERABLE. LAND DEGRADATION IS MANIFESTED IN SOIL EROSION, DEFORESTATION AND 
NUTRIENT LOSS. 
  
THERE IS EVIDENCE OF INCREASED DEFORESTATION, LOGGING, INTENSIVE SLOPING LAND 
CULTIVATION AND LIVESTOCK FARMING. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THESE UNSUSTAINABLE 
PRACTICES WILL BE ADDRESSED THROUGH GOVERNMENT’S ENDORSEMENT OF SEVERAL POLICIES 
AND CONSEQUENTLY LEGISLATION CHANGES AS WELL. SINCE THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE 
THE CAPABILITY TO FUND ALL RELATED ACTIVITIES IT HAS ALSO SOUGHT DONORS FOR 
TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE FORMULATION AND IMPLEMENTATIONS OF 
PLANS AND STRATEGIES IN THESE AREAS.   
 
FIJI HAS RATIFIED THE UNCCD IN 1998 AND DEVELOPED ITS NATIONAL ACTION PROGRAM (NAP) IN 
2006. SEVERAL MULTILATERAL, BILATERAL AND NATIONALLY FUNDED SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES OR INITIATIVES ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN TO CREATE SYNERGIES IN THE 
FORMULATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAP. FIJI IS ACTIVE TO IMPLEMENT THESE 
INITIATIVES AND ACTIVITIES THROUGH TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT IN A SPIRIT OF 
PARTNERSHIP AT BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL COOPERATIVE CHANNELS.  
 
A NUMBER OF LEGISLATIONS RELATED TO THE CONVENTION ARE BEING REVIEWED AND WILL BE 
AMENDED IN DUE COURSE TO MEET ITS OBJECTIVES. THESE INCLUDE THE LAND CONSERVATION 
& IMPROVEMENT ACT, AGRICULTURAL LANDLORD & TENANT ACT, FORESTRY ACT, TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT ACT, ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT ACT AND THE TOWN PLANNING ACT.     
 
IT IS SUMMARIZED THAT IF THE ONGOING ENCROACHMENT OF MARGINAL TO STEEP AND FRAGILE 
LAND CONTINUES WITHOUT PREVENTIVE MEASURES, FIJI WILL EXPERIENCE FURTHER LAND 
DEGRADATION, LOWER YIELDS AND INCREASE POVERTY.  
 
FIJI HAS DEVELOPED ITS NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT (NSD) PLAN IN 2001 AND IT 
REVISION FOR 2005 TO 2007 WAS COMPLETED. ACCORDING TO THE NSD PLAN, THE FOLLOWINGS 
ARE THE PRIORITY ISSUES FACE THE FIJI PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT: 
 
POVERTY 
 
RECENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT POVERTY HAS INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY.  AS A RESPONSE TO 
THIS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS INCREASED ITS ASSISTANCE TO POVERTY ALLEVIATION IN 
UPGRADING PROGRAMS IN ALL AREAS.  THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF POVERTY CAN EASILY BE 
INHERITED BY SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS. BREAKING THAT CYCLE IS A CHALLENGE FOR FIJI. 
 
RURAL CONDITION 
 
DESPITE AN ABSOLUTE DECLINE IN RURAL POPULATION OVER THE LAST DECADE, 50% OF FIJI’S 
POPULATIONS STILL RESIDE IN RURAL AREAS. THE GOVERNMENT IS CONCERN ABOUT THE 
INEQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES AMONGST THE RURAL AND URBAN COMMUNITY. THE 
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CHALLENGE FOR THE GOVERNMENT IS TO MAKE RURAL FUNDING ALLOCATIONS TO ENSURE 
DEVELOPMENT IS COMPLEMENTARY AND SUSTAINABLE. 
 
URBAN POPULATION GROWTH  
 
THE PERCEIVE PROSPECTS OF JOBS, INCOME GENERATION, BETTER ACCESS TO MEDICAL 
FACILITIES AND BETTER EDUCATION HAS LED TO AN UNSUSTAINABLE HIGH RATE OF URBAN 
MIGRATION. THE CHALLENGE FOR GOVERNMENT IN THE MEDIUM TERM IS TO MANAGE THE 
CAUSES OF RURAL –URBAN DRIFT, PROMOTE RURAL DEVELOPMENT TO ADDRESS URBAN SOCIAL 
PROBLEM. 
 
ENVIRONMENT VULNERABILITY 
 
FIJI’S GENERALLY BENIGN CLIMATE IS, HOWEVER, INTERPOSED BY CLIMATIC EXTREMES IN THE 
FORM OF HURRICANES, CYCLONES, FLOODS AND DROUGHTS. THESE EXTREMES HAVE SERIOUS 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES THAT REQUIRE PRUDENT MACRO 
ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT, PROPER LAND USE PLANNING AND WATERSHED MANAGEMENT. 
 
FIJI FACES SOME SERIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS THAT ARE EXACERBATED BY THE 
INEFFECTIVENESS WITH WHICH THEY ARE BEING TREATED. THESE PARTICULAR PROBLEMS 
INCLUDE THE DEGRADATION OF LAND RESOURCES; CLIMATE CHANGES AND DROUGHT, 
INCREASING RISK OF FLOODING AND INUNDATION TO COASTAL SETTLEMENTS, UNSUSTAINABLE 
EXPLOITATION OF MARINE RESOURCES AND WASTE MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS. 

The population growth of the past 40 years has increased demand for agricultural land 
and consequently has put a significant amount of pressure on arable land. This has 
resulted in land degradation, reduced productivity, lower yields, reduced food security 
and an increase in poverty. Much of Fiji’s arable land has been taken up for housing, 
industrial and commercial developments. 

FIJI RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF LAND AND FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING PRIORITY 
AREAS:  
 
LAND RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT 
 

1. PROMOTION OF THE RURAL LAND USE POLICY AT PROVINCIAL LEVEL; 
2. ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAND CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT ACT; 
3. ENSURING SUSTAINABLE LAND UTILIZATION & MANAGEMENT PRACTICES; 
4. PROMOTING SOUND LAND USE PLANNING; 
5. PROMOTE THE ORGANIZATION OF COMMUNITY GROUPS INVOLVING ALL STAKEHOLDERS 

IN DIFFERENT LOCALITIES FOR RESOURCE CONSERVATION; 
6. PROMOTE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP; 
7. DEVELOP AND ENHANCE LAND RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM [GIS]; 
8. EDUCATION, TRAINING AND AWARENESS ON SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT; 
9. LEGISLATION REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 

ENVIRONMENT  
  

1. TO MINIMIZE DEGRADATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND PROTECT BIODIVERSITY; 
2. TO MAINTAIN A HEALTHY AND CLEAN ENVIRONMENT THROUGH THE REDUCTION AND 

ELIMINATION OF POLLUTION AND PROPER MANAGEMENT OF WASTES; 
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3. TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT; 
4. FORESTRY: FIJI IS A MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER 

ORGANIZATION, COMMITTING FIJI TOTALLY TO SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF EXOTIC AND INDIGENOUS TROPICAL FORESTS WITH THE 
CERTIFICATION OF TROPICAL TIMBER FOR TRADING; 

5. INITIATE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT IN ORGANIZATIONS’ OPERATIONS. 
 
DISASTER MITIGATION AND MANAGEMENT 
 
1. TO MAINSTREAM DISASTER MANAGEMENT INTO THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT DECISION 

MAKING PROCESS; 
2. TO INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF DISASTERS; 
3. TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY AWARENESS OF RISK, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
 
CROP-FARMING AND LIVESTOCK 
 
1. TO ACCELERATE AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION INTO AREAS OF COMPETITIVE 

ADVANTAGE; 
2. TO PROMOTE FOOD SECURITY; 
3. TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN NON-SUGAR AGRICULTURE. 
 
FORESTRY 
 
FIJI’S FOREST RESOURCES COVER AN AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 870,000 HA OR ABOUT 47 
PERCENT OF TOTAL LAND AREA. DEFORESTATION IS BECOMING A THREAT TO FIJI’S 
BIODIVERSITY.  
 
1. TO PROVIDE THE APPROPRIATE INSTITUTIONAL AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SECTOR; 
2. TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF FORESTRY RESOURCES; 
3. PROMOTION OF COMMUNITY-OWNED AND MANAGED FORESTRY PROCESSING AND VALUE 

ADDING FACILITIES BASED ON INDIGENOUS FORESTS AND COMMUNITY OWNED 
PLANTATIONS; 

4. PROMOTION OF THE PRODUCTION AND EXPORT OF VALUE ADDED TIMBER PRODUCTS. 
 
TOURISM 
 
1. TO INCREASE ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION AND THE RETENTION OF THE TOURIST DOLLAR; 
2. TO INCREASE RESOURCE OWNER’S PARTICIPATION IN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY; 
3. TO PROMOTE HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT IN TOURISM; 
4. TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE ECO-TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AWARENESS AT ALL 

LEVELS OF SOCIETY. 
 
MINERALS AND GROUNDWATER RESOURCES 

The demands for minerals and groundwater are increasing and becoming more complex. 
The growth of population and the economy is putting pressure on the quality of water 
resources. Fiji is continuing to develop water sources to provide water for essential 
domestic needs and water must also be available for agriculture, commercial and 
industrial, mining and tourism, to promote the growth of economy.   
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1. TO ENSURE SECURITY OF LAND TENURE AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
STANDARDS; 

2. TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF RESOURCE EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT; 
3. TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF GROUNDWATER RESOURCES. 
 
1. FOCAL POINT INSTITUTION: 
 
NAME OF FOCAL POINT OSEA BOLAWAQATABU 
ADDRESS INCLUDING E-MAIL 
ADDRESS 

P.O. BOX 5442, RAIWAQA, SUVA, 
LAND USE SECTION, 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND RESOURCES PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT, 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FIJI ISLANDS 
EMAIL : OBOLAWAQATABU@GOVNET.GOV.FJ 

COUNTRY SPECIFIC WEBSITE 
RELATING TO DESERTIFICATION 

1. … 
2. … 
3. … 

 
2. STATUS OF NAP (PLEASE PROVIDE INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE STATUS IN YOUR 
COUNTRY ONLY): 
 
DATE OF VALIDATION NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE ON THE NAP 
NAP REVIEW(S) EVERY 3 YEARS. 
NAP HAS BEEN INTEGRATED 
INTO THE POVERTY REDUCTION 
STRATEGY (PRSP) 

CURRENTLY UNDERWAY.  

NAP HAS BEEN INTEGRATED 
INTO THE NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 

NAP IMPLEMENTATION HAS 
STARTED WITH OR WITHOUT 
THE CONCLUSIONS OF 
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS 

YES 

EXPECTED NAP VALIDATION INTERIM - DECEMBER/2006 
FINAL DRAFT OF A NAP EXISTS NO 
FORMULATION OF A DRAFT 
NAP IS UNDER WAY 

YES 

BASIC GUIDELINES FOR A NAP 
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED 

NO 

PROCESS HAS ONLY BEEN 
INITIATED 

YES 

PROCESS HAS NOT YET STARTED - 
 
3. MEMBER OF SRAP/RAP (PLEASE PROVIDE INFORMATION WHERE APPROPRIATE 
 
 NAME OF SUBREGIONAL AND/OR 

REGIONAL COOPERATION FRAMEWORK 
INVOLVEMENT SPECIFICALLY IN TOPICS SUCH AS 
WATER HARVESTING TECHNIQUES, SOIL EROSION 
ETC. 

1. PACIFIC SUB-REGIONAL / ASIAN 
REGION  
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4. COMPOSITION OF THE NCB (INDICATE WHETHER IT IS A GOVERNMENT OR CIVIL SOCIETY 
ORGANIZATION, AND PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE REPRESENTATIVES’ GENDER): 

 NAME OF INSTITUTION GOVERNMENT (√ ) NGO (√ ) MALE/FEMALE 
1. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE √  MALE 
2 MINISTRY OF LANDS √  MALE 
3 MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT √  MALE/FEMALE 
4 MINISTRY FOR WORKS √  MALE 
5 MINISTRY OF FORESTS √  MALE 
6 DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

DEPARTMENT 
√  MALE 

7 FIJI SUGAR COMMISSION   MALE 
8 NGO REPRESENTATIVE  √ FEMALE 
9 NATIVE LANDS TRUST BOARD    MALE 
 
5. TOTAL NUMBER OF NGOS ACCREDITED TO THE 
PROCESS:___7____________________________ 
 
HAS AN NGO NATIONAL COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE ON DESERTIFICATION BEEN 
ESTABLISHED; IF YES, HOW MANY NGOS OR 
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATE 
IN IT? 

YES. ALMOST ALL. 

 
6. TOTAL NUMBER OF ACTS AND LAWS PASSED RELATING TO THE UNCCD ______  
25______ 
 
NAME UP TO FIVE MOST RELEVANT ACTS AND LAWS AND/OR REGULATIONS 
 
 TITLE OF THE LAW DATE OF ADOPTION 
1. LAND CONSERVATION & IMPROVEMENT 

ACT 
1953 

2 FORESTRY ACT 1953 
3. AGRICULTURAL LANDLORD & TENANT 

ACT  
1967 

4. ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 
5 DRAINAGE ACT 1961 
 
7. THE CONSULTATIVE PROCESS 
 
NUMBER OF PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN CONCLUDED AND/OR ARE BEING 
INITIATED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE UNCCD (PLEASE PROVIDE INFORMATION WHERE 
APPROPRIATE): 
 
 OFFICIAL TITLE 

OF PARTNERSHIP 
DONOR(S), INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION(S), AND/OR AGENCIES 
OF THE UN SYSTEM INVOLVED 

DATE OF (EXPECTED) 
CONCLUSION 

1.    
2.    
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LIST OF CONSULTATIVE MEETINGS ON UNCCD IMPLEMENTATION (PLEASE PROVIDE 
INFORMATION WHERE APPROPRIATE): 
 
 NAME OF 

CONSULTATIVE 
MEETING 

DATE/YEAR DONOR 
COUNTRIES 
INVOLVED 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
OR AGENCIES OF THE UN SYSTEM 
INVOLVED 

1.     
2.     
 
NAME OF COUNTRY WHICH HAS TAKEN OVER THE ROLE OF CHEF DE FILE 
(PLEASE PROVIDE INFORMATION WHERE APPROPRIATE):___________________________ 
8. NAME UP TO 10 PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER IMPLEMENTATION WHICH ARE DIRECTLY 

OR INDIRECTLY RELATED TO THE UNCCD. 
 
 NAME OF 

PROJECT 
PROJECT 
IMPLEMENTED 
WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF 
THE 
NAP/SRAP/RAP? 
(YES/NO) 

PROJECT 
IMPLEMENTED 
WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK 
OF ………… 

TIMEFRAME PARTNERS 
INVOLVED 

OVERALL 
BUDGET 

1. SUSTAINABLE 
LAND 
MANAGEMENT 

YES NAP ONGOING FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$100,000.00 

2 DEVELOPMENT 
OF 
SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE 
IN THE PACIFIC 
(DSAP) 

YES SRAP 2004 - 2007 SPC/FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$600,000.00 

3 DEVELOPMENT 
OF 
INTERGRATED 
FARMING 
APPROACHES 
(CROPPRO)  

YES RAP 2002 - 2007 EU/FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$500,000.00 

4 INTERGRATED 
COASTAL 
MANAGEMENT 
(ICM) 

YES SRAP ONGOING USP/FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

 

5 WATERSHED 
MANAGEMENT 

YES NAP ONGOING FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$1,000,000.00

6 CLIMATE 
CHANGE & 
VULNERABILITY 
ADAPTATION 
PROGRAM 

YES SRAP 2003 - 2009 SPREP/FIJI 
GOVERNMENT 

$120,000.00 

7 SLOPELAND 
FARMING 
PROGRAM 

YES NAP ONGOING FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$100,000.00 
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8 TIKINA BASED 
PROFILE  

YES NAP ONGOING FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$250,000.00 

9 ALTERNATIVE 
LIVELIHOOD 
PROGRAM 

YES NAP 2006 - 2011 ADB/FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$6,000,000.00

10 FARMING 
ASSISTANCE 
SCHEME 

YES NAP ONGOING FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$4,000,000.00

11 SUSTAINABLE 
FOREST 
MANAGEMENT 

YES SRAP 1994 - 2007 SPC/GTZ/FIJI 
GOVERNMENT

$2,000,000.00
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UNCCD COUNTRY PROFILE 
 

(FIJI) 
 

THIS UNCCD COUNTRY PROFILE HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY: MR OSEA BOLAWAQATABU 
NAME OF FOCAL POINT INSTITUTION/MINISTRY/OFFICE: MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
DATE: 4TH JULY,  2006. 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O BOX 5442, RAIWAQA 
TELEPHONE: 679 3384900 TELEFAX: 679 3384058   
E-MAIL:OBOLAWAQATABU@GOVNET.GOV.FJ 
 

BIOPHYSICAL INDICATORS RELATING TO DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT 
 

1. CLIMATE 
 
 1.1 INDEX OF ARIDITY1     
 1.2 NORMAL RAINFALL    AV : 1500 – 3000MM 
 1.3 RAINFALL STANDARD DEVIATION    ± 500MM  

SUB-NATIONAL AREAS MM 
1.SUVA (WET ZONE) 2800 
2.SIGATOKA (INTERMEDIATE ZONE) 2000 
3.LABASA (DRY ZONE) 1500 

 
2. VEGETATION AND LAND USE 
  
 2.1 NDVI (NORMALIZED DIFFERENCE VEGETATION INDEX)  
 2.2 VEGETATION COVER (% OF TOTAL LAND AREA)  
 _______50%_________ 
 2.3 LAND USE (PERCENT OF TOTAL LAND)   
 _______30%_________ 
  

1990 - 1999 2000 - 2005 LAND USE 
ARABLE CROP LAND 550,000HA 550,000HA

IRRIGATED   
RAINFED 550,000HA 550,000HA

PASTURE 173,000HA 150,000HA
FOREST AND WOODLAND 858,000HA 518,227HA
OTHER LAND 249,000HA 517,097HA

   
2.4 SURFACE ALBEDO2 

 
1 THE INDEX OF ARIDITY IS THE RATIO P/PET; P=PRECIPITATION, PET=POTENTIAL 
EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. 

   CLIMATIC ZONE MAPS TO BE ANNEXED IF AVAILABLE IN A SCALE OF 1/MILLION 
 2 SURFACE ALBEDO MAP TO BE ANNEXED IF AVAILABLE. 
 
          11 
3. WATER RESOURCES 
 
 3.1 FRESH WATER AVAILABILITY (MILLION M3)    
 ______________ 
 3.2 FRESH WATER RESOURCES PER CAPITA (M3)    
 ______________ 
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 3.3 AGRICULTURAL WATER USE (MILLION M3)    
 ______________ 
 3.4 INDUSTRIAL WATER USE (MILLION M3)    
 ______________ 
 
4. ENERGY 
  
 4.1 CONSUMPTION 

INDUSTRIAL     169,107,500 KWH   
COMMERCIAL      261,987,691KWH 
DOMESTIC     172,794,212KWH 
OTHER      97,339,796KWH 
 
ENERGY USE PER CAPITA     876 KWH 

 4.2 AGRICULTURAL ENERGY USE PER HECTARE (MILLIONS OF BTU) __________ 
 PRODUCTION 

4.3 INDUSTRY (% OF TOTAL RENEWABLES EXCLUDING COMBUSTIBLE 
 RENEWABLES AND WASTE (% OF TOTAL SUPPLY)   
 
RENEWABLES – CONSUMPTION BY SECTOR 
4.4 INDUSTRY (% OF TOTAL RENEWABLE CONSUMPTION)   

 ______________ 
4.5 RESIDENTIAL (% OF TOTAL RENEWABLE CONSUMPTION)  

 ______________ 
4.6 AGRICULTURE (% OF TOTAL RENEWABLE CONSUMPTION)  

 ______________ 
 
5. TYPES OF LAND DEGRADATION 
TYPE OF DEGRADATION 1990 – 1999 2000 - 2005 
   MILLION HA PERCENT OF 

TOTAL AREA 
 HA PERCENT OF 

TOTAL AREA 
SOIL EROSION     
DEFORESTATION     
NUTRIENT LOSS NO SCIENTIFIC 

ANALYSIS 
DONE   

   

NOTE:  
DATA AVAILABLE ONLY IS SOIL LOSS IN THE FOUR MAJOR WATERSHEDS IN TONNES/HA/YR  
REWA - 32.2           BA, - 69       NADI- 81.4         SIGATOKA - 76.9 
SOURCE (JICA STUDY TEAM 1998) 
 
 
6. REHABILITATION 
 
LANDS UNDER REHABILITATION 1990 – 1999 2000 - 2005 
REHABILITATION OF DEGRADED CROP LAND (KM2)   
REHABILITATION OF DEGRADED RANGE LAND 
(KM2) 

  

REHABILITATION OF DEGRADED FOREST (KM2)   
 
7. PEOPLE AND ECONOMY 
 7.1 POPULATION (TOTAL)        840000 

POPULATION: URBAN (PERCENT OF TOTAL)    50% 
 POPULATION: RURAL (PERCENT OF TOTAL)  50% 
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 7.2 POPULATION GROWTH (ANNUAL %)   2% 
 7.3 LIFE EXPECTANCY (YEARS)    66 

7.4 INFANT MORTALITY RATE (PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS)  25.3 
7.5 GDP (CURRENT US$)     1.53BILLION 
7.6 GNI PER CAPITA (CURRENT US$)    4.25 
7.7 NATIONAL POVERTY RATE (% OF POPULATION)  25% 
7.8 CROP PRODUCTION (METRIC TONS)    587,156T 
7.9 LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION (METRIC TONS)     429,060 

 
8. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 8.1 PRIMARY EDUCATION COMPLETION RATE (% AGE GROUP)  98% 
 8.2 NUMBER OF WOMEN IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT (TOTAL NUMBER) 150000 
 8.3 UNEMPLOYMENT (% OF TOTAL)     12.1% 
 8.4 YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (AGE 15 – 24)   80% 
 8.5 ILLITERACY TOTAL (% AGE 15 AND ABOVE)    5% 
 8.6 ILLITERACY MALE (% AGE 15 AND ABOVE)    5% 
 8.7 ILLITERACY FEMALE (% AGE 15 AND ABOVE)   5% 
 
9. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

9.1 NUMBER OF SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS ENGAGED IN DESERTIFICATION-RELATED 
WORK (TOTAL NUMBER) 10 

10. PLEASE SPECIFY THE DATA SOURCES 
  
 KEY STATISTICS BY FIJI ISLANDS BUREAU OF STATISTICS,  

FIJI METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES. 
IBSRAM PACIFICLAND PUBLICATION  
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY’S PUBLICATION 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE’S PUBLICATION 
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL CENSUS REPORT, 1991. 
REVIEW OF RURAL LAND USE IN FIJI REPORT. 
UNDP REPORT 1998 
 
 

A new multi-part Government was formed after the May, 2006 elections. The National 
Strategic Development Plan for the medium term is being drawn up for the period 2006-
2008. This is based on the portfolio approach. Not only the government’s sustainable 
development policies and strategies but other sectoral policies, objectives and strategies 
are also encompassed into it. It gives recognition to three key outcomes related to the 
Convention in the form of addressing Policy advice, Legislation Changes and Secretariat 
Services, Environmental Degradation and Rehabilitation and Sustainable Land and Water 
Resources Management. 
 
The implementation of sustainable integrated development policies are an integral part of 
it in the true spirit of building partnerships for cooperation between all the appropriate 
sectors. It reinforces Fiji's commitment as a signatory to the United Nation Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD), United Nation Framework for Climate Change 
(UNFCC) and United Nation Convention for Bio-Diversity (UNCBD). 
 
Fiji has also mainstreamed sustainable land management issues into most of the key 
sectors in the National Strategic Development Plan. The unsustainable uses of the 
resources due to increase in population and demand for land has led to encroachment on 
marginal to steep lands not only for agriculture but almost all other uses have caused land 
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degradation. There is evidence of increased deforestation, logging, intensive sloping land 
cultivation and livestock farming. The consequences of these unsustainable practices will 
be addressed through government’s endorsement of several policies and consequently 
legislation changes as well. Since the government does not have the capability to fund all 
related activities it has also sought donors for technical and financial assistance for the 
formulation and implementations of plans and strategies in these areas.   
 
Even though Fiji had ratified the UNCCD in 1998 its first draft of the National Action 
Program (NAP) was only submitted in 2006. Several multilateral, bilateral and nationally 
funded scientific and technical activities or initiatives are being undertaken to create 
synergies in the formulation and implementation of the NAP. But these initiatives and 
activities can only be successful through financial and technical support by the national 
government and international partners.    
 
A number of legislations related to the convention are being reviewed and will be 
amended in due course to meet its objectives. These include the Land Conservation & 
Improvement Act, Agricultural Landlord & Tenant Act, Forestry Act, Tourism 
Development Act, Environment Management Act and the Town Planning Act to name a 
few.     
 
The Land Conservation Board (LCB) of Fiji which is the National Coordinating Body 
(NCB) charged to exercise general supervision over land and water resources in Fiji is 
within the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Agriculture which is also the National Focal 
Point. 
 
The Environment Management Act will coordinate and facilitate collaboration among all 
agencies responsible for different legislations related to the use, development and 
management of land resources which are administered by different government agencies 
and have overlapping function.  

Fiji realizes the importance of national capacity building across all sectors as this is 
below a critical mass. Promotion of better education and training and creation of public 
awareness will be an ongoing activity for quite some. Local and national level 
Government, non government agencies, civil societies and other stakeholders are all 
targeted in these programs. Technical and financial assistance to realise these challenges 
welcome from all partners.   

To ensure that all stakeholders are involved in the formulation and implementation of 
sustainable land management policies, strategies, the participatory and integrated 
approaches with multi-stakeholders consultation are always promoted.   

Fiji has fully supported and participated in initiatives for sustainable land development 
and management for the region. As such it has participated in numerous national, 
regional and international projects.  

The availability of reliable resource based information is an integral part of all decisions 
related to sustainable land development and management is vital and Fiji is always 
striving to improve on it.    
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1. STRATEGIES AND PRIORITIES WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF     
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 
 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS A STRATEGIC CHOICE THAT MUST BE MADE BY BOTH 
DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. FIJI, LIKE ANY OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRY, 
PERHAPS A PRECONDITION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS DEVELOPMENT ITSELF I.E. THE 
PATH OF ECONOMIC GROWTH MUST BE TAKEN FIRST IN ORDER TO SATISFY CITIZENS' DESIRE FOR 
HIGHER LIVING STANDARDS, ETC…BEFORE THE CONDITIONS FOR SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT CAN BE FULLY PROVIDED. WHILE FIJI'S ECONOMY DEVELOPS, IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY TO ENSURE RATIONAL UTILIZATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND PROTECTION OF 
THE ENVIRONMENT.  
 
Although the social and economic development has improved dramatically over the last three 
decades, considerable disparity still exists in the distribution of the benefits and the demands for 
land resources use continues to increase. But if the ongoing encroachment of marginal to steep 
and fragile land continues without conservation measures, Fiji will experience further land 
degradation, lower yields and increase poverty.  
 
A MULTI-SECTORAL PLANNING APPROACH WAS USED TO FORMULATE AND IMPLEMENT THE 
NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE MEDIUM TERM AND IT WILL BE THE BASIS 
FOR FORMULATING A LONG-TERM PLAN. THESE EFFORTS WILL ALSO PROMOTE THE INTEGRATION 
OF THE THREE COMPONENTS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: ECONOMIC GROWTH, SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION, AS MUTUALLY REINFORCING PILLARS. 
POVERTY ERADICATION AND CHANGING UNSUSTAINABLE PATTERNS OF PRODUCTION AND 
CONSUMPTION ARE THE OVERARCHING OBJECTIVES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 
ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.  
 
FIJI IS PART OF THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY AND HAS MADE COMMITMENTS TO GLOBAL BODIES 
SUCH AS THE UNITED NATIONS, THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION AND THE EUROPEAN UNION 
AS WELL AS TO REGIONAL BODIES SUCH AS THE PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM.  OF PARTICULAR 
IMPORTANCE IS THE COMMITMENT OF GOVERNMENT TO UN MILLENIUM DECLARATION THAT 
WAS ADOPTED BY THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 2000.  THE DECLARATION ESTABLISHES THE 
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS TO WHICH THE FIJI GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO 
ACHIEVING AS WELL AS THE PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION   OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
ADOPTED IN JOHANNESBURG IN 2002. 
 

1.1 National Plans and Strategies Available in other Social and Economic Areas  
 
1.1.1   National Strategic Development Plan 
 
After the General Election of September, 2001 the elected Government continued to 
build on the platform to address not only medium term development strategies but also 
consider the long term strategies in the process. The outcomes of which is the 
formulation and implementation of the National Strategic Development Plan for 2003 to 
2005 and its revision for 2005 to 2007.  
 
The NSD Plan sets the stage for the future investments in infrastructure, capacity building 
and resources management which needs to be in place to take advantage of the 
opportunities while improving quality of life and avoiding degradation of the 
environment over the long term. 
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The Plan is a manifestation of policies and strategies assembled together by the 
Government through participatory dialogue and consultations with relevant private 
sectors and civil societies in the country. Providing a holistic approach on the key 
economic, social, environment and political fundamentals that are required by any 
Government to safeguard and promote. 
 
THE NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHOWS THE GOVERNMENT’S COMMITMENT TO 
ADVANCING THE COUNTRY SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY.  IT ENSURES THAT DEVELOPMENT 
SERVES THE NEEDS OF THIS GENERATION WHILE CONSERVING RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE.  ONE 
OF THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE NSDP IS ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. 
 
THE NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN SHOWS THE GOVERNMENT’S COMMITMENT TO 
ADVANCING THE COUNTRY SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY.  IT ENSURES THAT DEVELOPMENT 
SERVES THE NEEDS OF THIS GENERATION WHILE CONSERVING RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE.  ONE 
OF THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE NSDP IS ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. 
 
THE STRATEGIC PLAN COVERS THE PLANNING PYRAMID DOWN TO THE SECTOR POLICY LEVEL. 
THE FOLLOWING CHART SHOWS HOW GOVERNMENT’S POLICIES AND PLANS ARE LINKED TO ITS 
VISION. THE VISION, MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES PROVIDE THE LONG TERM DIRECTION 
AND THE METHOD GOVERNMENT WILL ADAPT TO MOVE THE COUNTRY. THE REVIEW OF SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS PINPOINTS THE MAIN ISSUES THAT GOVERNMENT 
NEEDS TO ADDRESS IN THE MEDIUM TERM. POLICIES AT THE SECTOR LEVEL AND POLICIES FOR 
CRITICAL CROSS-SECTOR ISSUES ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN THE 
MEDIUM TERM STRATEGY. 

 

1.1.2 Policies to address social economic development challenges 
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Law and Order 
The preservation of law and order is a pre-requisite for sustained socio-economic 
development.  Respect for law and order creates an environment conducive for 
investment by ensuring the protection of rights to physical and intellectual property 
rights, personal safety and security for all. The government is committed to strengthening 
law and order. 
 
Good governance  
THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE, PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY OF 
ACTIONS IS A CRITICAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. GOOD 
GOVERNANCE REQUIRES THE BASIS INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE TO EXECUTE THEIR FUNCTIONS 
IN THE LINE WITH THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS, AND TO BE SEEN TO BE DOING SO.  TO 
THIS END, GOVERNMENT HAS ENDEAVOURED TO ENSURE THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
LEGISLATURE AND JUDICIARY IN KEEPING THE PRINCIPLE OF THE SEPARATION OF POWERS. IT 
RECOGNIZES ITS INDEPENDENCE AND ITS RESPONSIBILITY IN EXECUTING ITS FUNCTIONS 
IMPARTIALLY AND TRANSPARENTLY TO ESTABLISH CLEARER RULES AND REGULATIONS TO LIMIT 
THE INFLUENCE OF SPECIAL VESTED INTEREST. 
 
Poverty Alleviation 
Both Government and NGOs undertake poverty alleviation programs.  Recent indications are 
that poverty has increased significantly.  As a response to this, the government has increased its 
assistance to poverty alleviation in upgrading programs in all areas.  The vicious cycle of poverty 
can easily be inherited by subsequent generations. Breaking that cycle is a challenge for 
government. 
 
HEALTH AND SANITATION 
THE IMPROVEMENT OF PEOPLE’S HEALTH IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY.  THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN FIJI, AS MEASURED BY PARTIAL 
HEALTH INDICATORS, COMPARES FAVORABLY WITH OTHER NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES IN THE 
REGION.  A HEALTH MANAGEMENT REFORM PROGRAM IS BEING IMPLEMENTED WITH THE AIM AT 
DECENTRALIZING SERVICE ADMINISTRATION AND IS GIVING MORE AUTONOMY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY TO DIVISIONAL AND SUB-DIVISIONAL HOSPITALS. IN THE MEDIUM TERM, THE 
UNDERTAKING FOR GOVERNMENT WILL BE AND INCREASED COMMITMENT TO FUNDING HEALTH 
PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION AND ENSURING BASIC HEALTH SERVICES ARE ACCESSIBLE 
AND AFFORDABLE TO ALL.  
 
Education 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING IS A PRIORITY IN NATION BUILDING AS IT IS THE MEDIUM FOR 
NURTURING A WELL EDUCATED, HIGH SKILLED, MOTIVATED LABOR FORCE, AS WELL AS 
RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS WITH HIGH MORAL AND ETHICAL VALUES. 
THE EDUCATION SECTOR IS FACED BY ONE OF THE HIGHEST EMIGRATION RATES OF 
PROFESSIONALS.  THERE IS A MARKED DISCREPANCY BETWEEN RURAL AND URBAN EDUCATION 
STANDARDS. FIJI NEEDS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND DELIVERY OF EDUCATION AT ALL 
LEVELS. GOVERNMENT IS FOCUSING ON RAISING EDUCATION STANDARDS IN RURAL SCHOOLS TO 
BE ON PAR WITH URBAN SCHOOLS. AND ALSO EDUCATION NEEDS TO BE ALIGNED TO 
TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENTS AND FUTURE SKILL DEMANDS SUCH AS INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY. 
 
Improving Rural Living Standards 
DESPITE AN ABSOLUTE DECLINE IN RURAL POPULATION OVER THE LAST DECADE, 54 PERCENT OF 
FIJI’S POPULATIONS STILL RESIDE IN RURAL AREAS. UTILITY SERVICES, THOUGH AVAILABLE IN 
RURAL AREAS, ARE AT A HIGHER COST, WHICH ADVERSELY AFFECTS RURAL INCOMES. THERE 
ARE MARKED DISCREPANCIES IN THE QUALITY AND LEVEL OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND 
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INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING IRREGULAR SHIPPING SERVICES, INADEQUATE WATER SUPPLY, 
POOR STATE OF RURAL ROADS AND LACK OF ELECTRICITY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS LINK. 
THESE DIRECTLY AFFECT RURAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. 
THE GOVERNMENT IS CONCERN ABOUT THE INEQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES 
AMONGST THE RURAL AND URBAN COMMUNITY. THE CHALLENGE FOR THE GOVERNMENT IS TO 
MAKE RURAL FUNDING ALLOCATIONS TO ENSURE DEVELOPMENT IS COMPLEMENTARY AND 
SUSTAINABLE. 
 
Affirmative Action Programs 
THE KEY GOAL OF GOVERNMENT IS TO ADDRESS THIS NEED THROUGH AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR 
INDIGENOUS AS WELL AS OTHER DISADVANTAGE COMMUNITIES. THE AREAS THAT WILL 
PROMINENTLY CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR PROSPERITY LIE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN RURAL AND ISLAND COMMUNITIES, ACCESS TO IMPROVEMENT OF SKILLS IN 
BUSINESS, EDUCATION, AND BETTER HEALTH SERVICES. THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN’S 
INTERESTS AND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF GENDER EQUALITY IS FULLY REALIZED. 
 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS ENACTED THE FAMILY LAW BILL TO PROMOTE THE FAMILY 
ENVIRONMENT WHERE LOVE, CARING, SHARING AND OTHER GOOD VALUES AND VIRTUES ARE 
PRACTICED. MORE TARGETED APPROACHES ARE BEING MADE TO ASSIST THE DISADVANTAGE TO 
HAVE A GREATER INVOLVEMENT IN THE ECONOMY TO BE ABLE TO REAP THE BENEFITS OF 
ECONOMIC GROWTH. 
Urban Population Growth 
THE PERCEIVE PROSPECTS OF JOBS, INCOME GENERATION, BETTER ACCESS TO MEDICAL 
FACILITIES AND BETTER EDUCATION HAS LED TO AN UNSUSTAINABLE HIGH RATE OF URBAN 
MIGRATION. THE CHALLENGE FOR GOVERNMENT IN THE MEDIUM TERM IS TO MANAGE THE 
CAUSES OF RURAL –URBAN DRIFT, PROMOTE RURAL DEVELOPMENT TO ADDRESS URBAN SOCIAL 
PROBLEM. 
 
Employment Opportunities 
HIGH LEVELS OF EMIGRATION AFTER THE COUP HAVE PUT THE PRESSURE ON THE COUNTRY’S 
SKILL GENERATING INSTITUTION. THIS HAMPERS THE GROWTH INFORMAL SECTORS BY 
SHORTAGES IN MANAGERIAL, PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED TRADE OCCUPATIONS. THE 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RISEN SUBSTANTIALLY AND ONE OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES OF THE 
GOVERNMENT IS SECURING DECENT JOBS FOR THESE JOB SEEKERS. 
 
Environment Vulnerability 
FIJI ENJOYS A TROPICAL CLIMATE THAT ALLOWS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF A WIDE RANGE OF 
FOODS FOR BOTH LOCAL CONSUMPTION AND EXPORTS AND PROVIDES ONE OF THE BASIC 
ATTRACTIONS FOR THE TOURIST INDUSTRY, WHICH TO A LARGE EXTENT IS ATTRIBUTED TO 
NATURAL RESOURCE ACTIVITIES (AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND MINING). FIJI’S 
GENERALLY BENIGN CLIMATE IS, HOWEVER, INTERPOSED BY CLIMATIC EXTREMES IN THE FORM 
OF HURRICANES, CYCLONES, FLOODS AND DROUGHTS. THESE EXTREMES HAVE SERIOUS 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES THAT REQUIRE PRUDENT MACRO 
ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT, PROPER LAND USE PLANNING AND WATERSHED MANAGEMENT. 
 
FIJI FACES SOME SERIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS THAT ARE EXACERBATED BY THE 
INEFFECTIVENESS WITH WHICH THEY ARE BEING TREATED. FIJI IS TOO SMALL AND VULNERABLE 
TO IGNORE SUCH PROBLEMS FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME. PARTICULAR PROBLEMS INCLUDE THE 
DEGRADATION OF LAND RESOURCES; CLIMATE CHANGES, INCREASING RISK OF FLOODING AND 
INUNDATION TO COASTAL SETTLEMENTS, UNSUSTAINABLE EXPLOITATION OF MARINE 
RESOURCES, WASTE MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS, AIR AND WATER POLLUTION AND THE SOCIAL ILLS 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF URBANIZATION WHICH UNDERMINES PEOPLE’S QUALITY OF 
LIFE. 
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The National Strategic Development Plan consists of policy objectives, strategies and 
performance indicators to guide the government and private sector towards a sustainably 
developed Fiji. 

 

1.2 National Plans or Strategies in the Field of Combating Desertification 
Developed Since the UNCCD 

 
The first and second National Reports on UNCCD Implementation were submitted in 
2000 and 2002 respectively, and covers the areas well on plans and strategies prior to the 
UNCCD but the following plans and strategies have being taken on board since then to 
supplement all other developments and government commitments. 
 
Land is an important factor in the development of the economy. Previous studies have 
emphasized the critical role of land tenure system, land use and its management in the 
development of Fiji’s economy. The increasing population over the past 40 years has 
increased demand for agricultural land and consequently has put a significant amount of 
pressure on arable land. This has resulted in land degradation, reduced productivity, 
lower yields, reduced food security and an increase in poverty. Much of Fiji’s arable land 
has been taken up for housing, industrial and commercial developments. With competing 
demands for limited land resources, the government has now endorsed the Rural Land 
Use policy to provide framework for the land development in the country. 
 
Government recognizes the important role of land and its targeted outcomes in the SDP 
are:- 

1 Environmental Rehabilitation and Degradation.  
2 Creating livelihoods through small and micro enterprise development 
3 Sustainable community livelihoods through competitive exports and efficient 

food security 
4 Sustainable Land and Water Resources Management. 

 
SECTORAL POLICIES INCLUDE: 
 
Land Resources Development & Management 
TO ENSURE SOUND LAND DEVELOPMENT, UTILIZATION AND MANAGEMENT, THE FOLLOWING 
STRATEGIES ARE INCORPORATED IN THE SDP: 
 

 PROMOTION OF THE RURAL LAND USE POLICY AT PROVINCIAL LEVEL 
 ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAND CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT ACT 
 ENSURING SUSTAINABLE LAND UTILIZATION & MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  
 PROMOTING SOUND LAND USE PLANNING 
 PROMOTE THE ORGANIZATION OF COMMUNITY GROUPS INVOLVING ALL 

STAKEHOLDERS IN DIFFERENT LOCALITIES FOR RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
 PROMOTE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 
 DEVELOP AND ENHANCE LAND RESOURCE INFORMATION SYSTEM [GIS] 
 EDUCATION, TRAINING AND AWARENESS ON SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT 
 LEGISLATION REVIEW AND AMENDMENT. 

 
Environment  
Government has enacted the Environmental Management Act in 2005 to provide the 
framework for the management of our environment. The following strategic policies have 
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been adopted; 
 

 TO MINIMIZE DEGRADATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND PROTECT BIODIVERSITY 
 TO MAINTAIN A HEALTHY AND CLEAN ENVIRONMENT THROUGH THE REDUCTION 

AND ELIMINATION OF POLLUTION AND PROPER MANAGEMENT OF WASTES 
 TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 FORESTRY: FIJI IS A MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER 

ORGANIZATION, COMMITTING FIJI TOTALLY TO SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF EXOTIC AND INDIGENOUS TROPICAL FORESTS WITH THE 
CERTIFICATION OF TROPICAL TIMBER FOR TRADING 

 INITIATE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT IN ORGANIZATIONS’ OPERATIONS. 
 
Culture and Heritage 
INTEGRAL TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATION IS THE CONSERVATION, DEVELOPMENT AND 
PROMOTION OF THE INDIGENOUS IDENTITY. CULTURAL HERITAGE SITES AND TRADITIONAL ARTS 
SHOULD BE CONSERVED AND PROTECTED. THERE IS A NEED TO THINK CULTURE AND ITS IMPACT 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT. LOCAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE AND TRADITIONAL MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES, AS PART OF THE LOCAL SYSTEMS OF VALUES AND MEANINGS, HAVE PROVED TO BE 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE.  
 
THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIC POLICIES ARE BEEN ADDRESSED; 

 TO PROTECT, PRESERVE AND MANAGE FIJI’S CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 PROMOTE CONSERVATION AND RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT THAT EMPHASIZES 

PARTNERSHIP WITH LOCAL LANDOWNERS 
 
Disaster Mitigation and Management 
GOVERNMENT POLICY HAS SHIFTED AWAY FROM EMPHASIZING ONLY QUICK EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE TO DISASTERS. INCREASING EMPHASIS IS NOW PUT ON A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH 
TO DISASTER REDUCTION INCLUDING COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS AND DISASTER MITIGATION, 
AND THE INTEGRATION OF THE IMPACT OF DISASTERS INTO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING. 
 
THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIES ARE INCORPORATED AND WILL BE ADDRESSED IN FUTURE; 
 

 TO MAINSTREAM DISASTER MANAGEMENT INTO THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
DECISION MAKING PROCESS 

 TO INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF DISASTERS 
 TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY AWARENESS OF RISK, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

 
SUGAR 
THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IS CURRENTLY FACING A PERIOD OF CRISIS THAT COULD HAVE A MAJOR 
NEGATIVE EFFECT ON MACROECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STABILITY. THE INDUSTRY LACKS 
APPROPRIATE INCENTIVES TO IMPROVE PRODUCTION EFFICIENCY, WHICH RESULTS IN LOW 
QUALITY OF BOTH SUGARCANE AND SUGAR PRODUCED. IT IS THE LARGEST LAND USER WITH 
MANY SMALL UNECONOMICAL HOLDINGS. THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIES ARE BEEN ADDRESSED: 
 

 TO REVIEW AND RESTRUCTURE THE SUGAR INDUSTRY INTO COMMERCIALLY VIABLE, 
EFFICIENT AND SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRY 

 TO ENSURE LAND ACCESS AND AVAILABILITY FOR THE INDUSTRY 
 TO DIVERSIFY THE RANGE AND PRODUCTION OF SUGAR BY PRODUCTS 
 TO INCREASE SUGARCANE PRODUCTION FROM FARMS 

 
Non- Sugar Crops and Livestock 
THE PERFORMANCE OF THIS SECTOR HAS BEEN POOR OVER THE LAST DECADE. WITH THE GOAL 
OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY LIVELIHOODS THROUGH COMPETITIVE EXPORTS AND EFFICIENT 
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FOOD SECURITY AND IMPROVEMENTS TO AGRICULTURAL CROP PRODUCTION IS PLANNED 
THROUGH; 
 

 TO ACCELERATE AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION INTO AREAS OF COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE 

 TO PROMOTE FOOD SECURITY 
 TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN NON-SUGAR AGRICULTURE. 

 
FORESTRY 
FIJI’S FOREST RESOURCES COVER AN AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 870,000 HA OR ABOUT 47 
PERCENT OF TOTAL LAND AREA. PLANTATION FORESTS, MAINLY PINE AND MAHOGANY, 
ACCOUNT FOR 13 PERCENT OF TOTAL FOREST AREA. DEFORESTATION IS BECOMING A THREAT TO 
FIJI’S BIODIVERSITY. INCREASINGLY, SELECTIVE FELLING OF TREES WILL BE ENCOURAGED 
THROUGH THE STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF THE NATIONAL CODE OF LOGGING PRACTICE AND THE 
ATTAINMENT OF “GREEN CERTIFICATION” UNDER THE FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL. 
SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES AS WELL AS GOOD FOREST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES WOULD BE 
ADDRESSED THROUGH TRAINING TARGETED AT LANDOWNERS. 
 
THE FOLLOWING STRATEGIES HAVE BEEN TAKEN ON BOARD BY THE MINISTRY. 

 TO PROVIDE THE APPROPRIATE INSTITUTIONAL AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE TO 
SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SECTOR 

 TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF FORESTRY RESOURCES 
 PROMOTION OF COMMUNITY-OWNED AND MANAGED FORESTRY PROCESSING AND VALUE 

ADDING FACILITIES BASED ON INDIGENOUS FORESTS AND COMMUNITY OWNED 
PLANTATIONS 

 PROMOTION OF THE PRODUCTION AND EXPORT OF VALUE ADDED TIMBER PRODUCTS. 
 
TOURISM 
GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO FURTHER DEVELOPING THE SECTOR AND TAPPING ITS 
POTENTIAL TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE. THE FOCUS WILL BE ON EXPANDING MAINSTREAM 
TOURISM AND ON PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM DEVELOPMENT. EFFORTS WILL ALSO 
BE DIRECTED AT INCREASING THE PARTICIPATION OF RESOURCE OWNERS IN THE INDUSTRY IN 
PARTICULAR ECOTOURISM. ECOTOURISM IS CONSIDERED THE MOST VIABLE MEANS OF 
SPREADING THE TOURIST DOLLAR BEYOND THE INDUSTRY’S TRADITIONAL AREAS OF 
CONCENTRATION AND OF INCREASING THE RETENTION OF THE TOURIST DOLLAR. ECOTOURISM 
ALSO PROVIDES ENORMOUS POTENTIAL FOR THE INVOLVEMENT OF INDIGENOUS FIJIANS AND 
ROTUMANS. 
 

 TO INCREASE ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION AND THE RETENTION OF THE TOURIST DOLLAR 
 TO INCREASE RESOURCE OWNER’S PARTICIPATION IN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY 
 TO PROMOTE HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT IN TOURISM 
 TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE ECO-TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC AWARENESS AT 

ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY. 
 
MINERALS AND GROUNDWATER RESOURCES 
GEOSCIENCES, PARTICULARLY ITS APPLICATION IN THE EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
FIJI’S MINERAL AND GROUNDWATER RESOURCES, HAS THE POTENTIAL TO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO ECONOMIC GROWTH THROUGH: I) INCREASED ASSESSMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE MINERAL AND ENERGY (HYDROCARBONS, 
GEOTHERMAL ENERGY) RESOURCES; II) DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABLE WATER SUPPLIES FOR 
URBAN, RURAL AND OUTLYING ISLANDS; AND III) THE DEVELOPMENT OF ADDITIONAL BOTTLED 
OR “MINERAL” WATER PROJECTS.  
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GEOSCIENTIFIC INFORMATION ALSO ASSISTS IN THE MITIGATION OF NATURAL DISASTERS SUCH 
AS EARTHQUAKES, TSUNAMIS AND LANDSLIDES. REALIZING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF THE SECTOR 
MEANS TAKING MEASURES TO ADDRESS THE SECTOR’S CONSTRAINTS. IN PARTICULAR, THE 
LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED TO COVER THE RISKS OF LAND TENURE AND 
ACCESS, ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING, HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES, SECURITY OF TENURE FOR 
EXPLORATION AND MINING TITLES AND WATER RESOURCES. 
 

 TO ENSURE SECURITY OF LAND TENURE AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
STANDARDS 

 TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF RESOURCE EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
 TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF GROUNDWATER RESOURCES. 

 
1.2.1 Watershed Management Master Plan 
 
Although several studies have been done, none have been implemented due to funding 
constraints. Only bits and pieces have been taken on board by relevant stakeholders on an 
adhoc basis. In 2004 the Department of Land and Water Resources of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land Resettlement proposed to start a flood and drought control project 
in one of the watersheds in Fiji. This project is being undertaken in the Nadi watershed 
under government’s capital funding program due to the impact of a drought in extremes 
dry weather and regular flooding due to sudden heavy rainfalls. However, it is not a 
complete management plan for the whole watershed but just the building of retention 
dams for water storage in three sites for flood control and irrigation purposes.  
 
1.2.2 National Natural Disaster Management Plan 
 
There is an urgent need to address the early warning system on disaster preparedness in 
the National Natural Disaster Management Plan. The plan seeks to strengthen 
coordination, collaboration and resources mobilization amongst stakeholders in the 
prevention, mitigation and handling of natural disasters. 
 
The Department of Meteorology Fiji serves on a regional scale providing weather 
forecasting and tropical cyclone warning services to many other countries and a vast area 
of the tropical South-west Pacific. National Weather Forecasting Centre is responsible for 
providing weather forecasting and warning services for Fiji, Cook Islands, Kiribati, 
Nauru, Niue, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Wallis and Futuna, and special advisory 
services for Samoa and Vanuatu. 
 
The Disaster Management Department has adopted Comprehensive Hazard and Risk 
Management (CHARM) implementation guide after Cabinet endorsement in 2002. It is 
vigorously promoting education and awareness on disaster mitigation and encourages all 
stakeholders to incorporate actions to address these strategies in their programs..      
 
1.2.3 Climate Change Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment and Strategic Plan 
  
Fiji is a signatory to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Pacific 
Islands Climate Change Assistance Program (PICCAP) on this includes information on 
climate change vulnerability and adaptation implementation policies and strategies.  
National Implementation Strategy on the Framework of the Convention has been 
completed and the Department of Environment is working towards the activities to be 
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incorporated into stakeholder work programs. A number of NGO’s are also engaged in 
the activities but the funding is quite limited.   
 
1.2.4 National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) 
 
The FBSAP was prepared through the Department of Environment which is also the 
National Focal Point for the United Nation Convention for Bio- Diversity in 1999. After 
consultation with different stakeholders at different levels from local to national, a 
strategy was formulated on conserving the genetic, species and ecosystem diversity of the 
country. It focuses on six focal areas; 
 

 community support-awareness, involvement and ownership 
 improving knowledge 
 developing protected areas 
 species conservation 
 control of invasive species and 
 capacity building and strengthening 

 
The strategy observes that Fiji has only a rudimentary system of protected areas and that 
it is time to create "site of national significance program" that would provide legal 
protection and establish management plans. It also identifies institutional and capacity 
building as a very vital aspect of the commitment. 
 
1.2.5 Mangrove Management Plan 
 
The review of this plan has been taken on the Department of Environment’s strategic 
plan. It is an important document to guide all foreshore developments in the country since 
it will impact on the decisions taken on applications for foreshore reclamation of 
mangrove to the Department of Land and Surveys. 
 
1.2.6 Fiji Tourism Development Act  
 
The Fiji Tourism Development Plan (FTDP) needed a review due to recent development 
trends in Fiji.  The reviewed FTDP will take into consideration studies carried out on the 
industry. It looks at the physical and infrastructural needs and the services required for   
Ministry of Tourism has initiated a multi stakeholder consultation on this and the Draft 
Tourism Development Bill is undergoing a scrutinizing process by all stakeholders to 
enact it as a legislation to reform the law applying to the licensing of hotels and to 
otherwise promote a sound tourism industry in Fiji by the formulation of beneficial 
policies, the enforcement of industry standards, the sustainable development of tourism 
activities and the streamlining of regulatory processes applying to tourism businesses, 
and for related purposes. 
The new legislation is aimed at improving socially, environmentally and economically 
friendly forms of tourism.  
 
1.2.7 Environmental Management Act, 2005 
 
The Department of Environment proposed the Sustainable Development Bill in 1996 but 
after numerous discussions, and advice of the cabinet it was renamed to the Environment 
Management Act. The strategy was to enact the less controversial components first and 



 32

these were reviewed. As a result the Environment Management Act was enacted in 2005. 
The Department of Environment has been vigorously promoting the Act. Although it is in 
enforce, the pace is slow and most national administrative departments and experts will 
continue to use the de facto environmental management framework. Furthermore they are 
now looking at the regulations required for the effective implementation of the Act.  
One of the main provisions of the Act is the formation of the National Environment 
Council and Environmental Units in all relevant stakeholder organisations to carry out 
environment impact assessments of all development proposals.It is hoped that this act 
will improve collaboration and coordination among all environment related legislations 
for the efficient and effective sustainable development of Fiji's natural resources.  
 
Among the main provisions of the Act are the Pollution Control and Waste Management 
legislations, The Act stipulates the establishment of a National Environment Council and 
Environmental Units in all stakeholders’ organizations to carry out Environment Impact 
Assessments. The principles of the UNCCD, UNCBD and UNFCC are all inter-related 
and the Act wishes to address this. The policies are as follows; 
 

 Sustainable Coastal Management Policy 
 Sustainable Mineral Resources Development Policy 
 Sustainable Forestry Development Policy 
 Sustainable Agricultural Development Policy 
 National Biodiversity, Conservation and Protected Area Policy and 
 Sustainable Resources Management of Native and State Land. 

 
1.2.8 Amendment of Land Conservation & Improvement Act 
 
This Act was introduced in 1953 and has had five amendments since then. As the name 
suggests it was intended “to make provisions for the conservation and improvement 
of land and water resources”.  The Act had noble intentions but lacked the necessary 
personnel and financial resources to be effectively enforced. Presently the Land Use 
Section of Ministry of Agriculture is providing the secretariat functions from its own 
resources.  
 
Over the years the demand for land from various land uses has led to the use of marginal 
and unsuitable lands. This is leading to mismanagement and degradation of land leading 
to desertification.  
 
The Land Conservation Board has proposed amendments aimed at strengthening the Act 
as well as making it more practical and relevant to today’s changing environment. The 
intention of the original Act would be truly reflected by renaming it to “Land and Water 
Resources Management Act”. The composition of the Land Conservation Board needs 
to be increased to give a wider representation to the growing number of stakeholders. 
Also recommended is the establishment of full time Secretariat office with physical 
financial and human resources. The functions of the Board will be widened to incorporate 
the formulation and supervision of a National Land Use Plan. Having a plan and knowing 
what a particular area can be used for will encourage education and effective promotion 
of environmental conservation.   
 
1.2.9 National Rural Land Use Policy    
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Fiji did not have an integrated rural land use policy or a national land use plan to ensure 
wise resource allocation and management in the rural sector. It is of critical importance to 
have one to cover all land based resources such as forest, agriculture, minerals, rivers and 
streams. The current administrative and institutional framework responsible for the 
resources allocation and management is highly sectoralised. 
 
With the assistance of the South Pacific Community/ Pacific German (GTZ) 
Forestry/Agroforestry Program a review on the rural land use in Fiji began in 1998. This 
resulted in the formulation of a coherent set of National Rural Land Use Policies which 
was endorsed by government in 2005. The National Rural Land Use Policies are as 
follows; 
 

• Increased public awareness that; the land resources, including soil, water and flora 
are interdependent and must be managed in an integrated way, and individual 
users and community have responsibility for preventing and mitigating land 
degradation 

 
• Increased public recognition of the values of trees and forests 

 
• A regulatory framework for the protection and sustainable development and 

management of rural land resources that recognizes; 
 Sound land husbandry practices to maintain and improve soil qualities, 
 Planning process address causes of land degradation as well as symptoms, 
 Indigenous forests will be protected and managed for their biodiversity 

and conservation values, 
 Plantation forests both hardwoods and pine, will be considered in terms of 

sustaining site quality and 
 Protection of the environmental and management of natural resources is 

carried out in an appropriate and ecologically sustainable manner. 
 

• Appropriate mechanisms to protect farmlands and forests from fires, pest and 
pathogens 

 
• Research, training and education to;  

 improve land assessment an evaluation 
 land husbandry practices 
 farm and forest productivity and values and 
 land use planning. 

 
• Institutional reform to support and enhance capabilities in all rural sector 

activities 
 

• Protection of water and soil values 
 

• Good governance strategies to expand and diversify sustainable economic 
activity, increase employment, add value to earnings and promote social 
development goals 
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The awareness on this policy is being pursued and stakeholders are encouraged to 
incorporate these into their programs. 
1.2.10 Review of Forestry Policy 
 
Careful planning and management on the use of Fiji’s forests are important to ensure that 
the values supplied by forests are not jeopardized by the equally important need for 
development. The balancing of the need for environmental protection and economic 
developments can only be achieved through sustainable forest management principles 
and practices appropriate for Fiji.  
 
While there is a particular focus on the natural forest resources, the management of man-
made plantations of exotic pines and mahogany need to be kept under close scrutiny to 
ensure that planning and regulations ensure the harvest of this natural resource can be 
sustained and increased in order to provide Fiji’s timber needs and supply exports. 
 
The decline in log production over the past decade from both indigenous and plantation 
forests has been continual. Fiji’s natural forests which once seemed limitless is suffering 
from obvious consequences of over cutting and this would likely to continue in the 
absence of detailed forest inventories and the determination of sustainable annual rate of 
cut for specific forest areas. Due to unclear guidelines and ineffective controls timber has 
been harvested unwisely. 
 
Within the framework of the Rural Land Use Policy for Fiji, a forest policy needs to be 
couched. The current Forest Policy was framed by the Legislative Assembly in 1950. A 
Forest Act was enacted in 1953. Fiji has benefited from this policy for many years, 
however, the policy is outmoded. The condition under which it was devised is quite 
different from those pertaining today. There was a need to redefine the Forest Policy to 
reflect the adoption of appropriate sustainable forest management systems to ensure the 
full and successful implementation of current strategic directions and landowner 
aspirations on the management of their resources.  
 
As a result Fiji’s Forest Policy was reviewed in 2004 with the draft being circulated to all 
stakeholders for comments before being finalized. The principle goal is ‘to ensure the 
sustainable management of Fiji’s forests to achieve greater social and economic benefit 
for current and future generations. Its objectives, policies and activities are directed 
towards forest management, conservation, development, utilization, research, extension, 
training, education and administration. The Department of Forestry is awaiting cabinet 
endorsement before they can start looking at the legislations.  
 
1.2.11 Water Policy 
 
The demand for water is increasing and becoming more complex. The growth of 
population and the economy is putting pressure on the quality of water resources. Fiji is 
continuing to develop water sources to provide water for essential domestic needs and 
water must also be available for agriculture, commercial and industrial, mining and 
tourism, to promote the growth of economy.   
 
In 2005 Fiji developed its Water Resources Policy in recognition of the increasing threats 
and competing demands for water resources of Fiji Islands. Water management is 
important for the social well being of people, its economic development and the 
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continuing quality of the environment The policy covers all freshwater resources of Fiji, 
both groundwater and surface water and acknowledges that freshwater can affect the 
quality of coastal and marine waters. Not only industrial waste and sewage but other 
widespread sources of pollution can affect the quality of water and thereby damage native 
fisheries and aquatic life in streams and rivers.  
 
Water resources use and management mechanisms are needed to control the taking of 
water. The policy states goals and principles ti guide water management in Fiji. It also 
identifies the most important elements of water reform to be considered in the next two 
years.  
 
1.2.12 Formulation of National Action Plan to Combat Desertification  
 
Although it is long overdue, Fiji’s Draft National Action Plan on Combating 
Desertification was submitted in 2006. The purpose of the national action plan is to 
identify the factors contributing to desertification / degradation and practical measures 
needed to combat it. Further it seeks the commitment of the stakeholders in ensuring the 
mainstreaming of this into Fiji’s strategic plans.   
 
Fiji’s Nap provides for the following:- 

• Long term strategies to combat desertification /degradation and to mitigate the 
effects of drought, emphasizing implementation and integration into national 
policies for sustainable development 

 
• Allows for modifications in response to changing circumstances and is 

sufficiently flexible at the local level to cope with different socio-economic, 
biological and geo-physical conditions 

 
• Gives particular attention to the implementation of preventative measures affected 

areas and areas with degradation potential 
 

• Enhancement of national capabilities in national climatological/ meteorological 
and hydrological monitoring as a means of providing early warning systems for 
drought 

 
• Promotion of policies and strengthening of institutional frameworks to promote 

partnerships, corporation and coordination between the government, donors, local 
populations and groups and facilitates information and technology access to all 

 
• Provides for effective participation of government, local populations both men 

and women, non-government organizations, particularly resource users and their 
representative organizations in policy planning, decision-making, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of national action plans. 

 

1.3 Scientific and Technical Desertification Control Activities 
 
Fiji has already formulated its National Action Program but it is only a draft. The delays 
in its finalization will not impede on its partial implementation since the country has 
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already been involved in a number of scientific and technical activities or initiatives in 
most sectors. In order for NAP to be fully implemented all the activities need to be 
further reinforced financially from external sources since it is beyond the capacity of the 
government. Otherwise the implementation will be prolonged further. Some of the 
activities and initiatives are as follows; 
 
1.3.1 Development of integrated farming approaches for sustainable crop production 

in environmentally- constrained systems in the Pacific region (CROPPRO 
Project). 

 
THE INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES OF THIS PROJECT HAS ALREADY BEEN GIVEN IN PREVIOUS 
REPORTS. HOWEVER, DUE TO THE DIFFICULTIES FACED DURING DATA COLLECTION AND THE 
UNAVAILABILITY OF COMPLETE DATA, THE PROJECT WAS EXTENDED FOR ANOTHER 2 YEARS. IN 
FIJI, ONLY ONE SMALL WATERSHED WAS SELECTED IN THE WET ZONE.  TO ADDRESS THIS WORK 
PACKAGE OBJECTIVE, THE FOLLOWING RESEARCH TASKS WERE UNDERTAKEN: 
 

• INSTALLATION OF FLUMES AT THE OUTLET OF THE WATERSHED FOR MONITORING OF 
WATER DISCHARGES AND COLLECTION OF WATER SAMPLES 

• DETERMINATION OF SEDIMENT COLLECTED DISCHARGE SAMPLE 
• DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION.  
 

THE MEASURED DATA ARE BEING USED TO RUN AND CALIBRATE LISEM, A PHYSICALLY BASED 
EROSION MODEL. IT WILL BE USED IN THIS PROJECT TO PREDICT EROSION, CALCULATE TOTAL 
EROSION FOR THE WHOLE CATCHMENT AND IDENTIFY SOURCE AREAS CONTRIBUTING MOST TO 
SOIL LOSSES. CURRENTLY ONE OFFICER IS UNDERGOING TRAINING IN THE USE OF LISEM 
PROGRAM SO THIS PROJECT COULD BE EXTRAPOLATED IN OTHER AGRO-ECOLOGICAL ZONES.  
 
1.3.2 Development of Sustainable Agriculture in the Pacific (DSAP) 
 
Development of Sustainable Agriculture (DSAP) is a regional project being implemented 
in 10 Pacific Island Countries. The project is funded by the European Union and its main 
purpose is to increase sustainable agricultural production on farm families in participating 
countries. The main strategy for achieving this emphasis is the dissemination of 
technologies based on the farmer livelihood needs and building national institutional 
capacity in the use of participatory approaches in sustainable agriculture development. 
 
The key target outputs are as follows; 

• Improved systems to identify farmers production problems and solutions 
• Appropriate technologies identified 
• Participatory extensional skills upgraded for National Research and Extension 

staff 
• Appropriate technologies scaled up and promoted 
• Enhanced capabilities in extension communications. 

1.3.3 Promotion of Land Care Concept 
 
The successful implementation of the National Rural Land Use Policy and Plan depends 
very much on  a delivery framework that combines top down and bottom up approach to 
facilitate communication between communities and government agencies. There is a need 
for a coordinating mechanism whereby government programs are complemented and 
strengthened by activities of the groups of stakeholder at community level. 
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At community levels resources owners and users need to be organized and empowered to 
plan and manage their resources, in order to provide the bottom up input necessary in the 
interactive resources management. A mechanism to facilitate this is through the group 
based concept where the resources owners and users are organized into local resources 
management groups, widely known internationally as the Landcare Groups. 
 
The Landcare Concept is based on participatory community development approach. 
Experience has shown that technology alone has not improved the management of natural 
resources. The emphasis has therefore been placed on institutional strengthening, local 
decision making and building the self reliance of the local communities. 
 
Fiji is fortunate that it has a social structure which embraces and enhances the formation 
of such a movement at settlement, village, district and provincial basis. But for the 
resources users such as the lease holders, they need a lot of awareness and education to 
strengthen their participation and supportive role. The need to integrate and work 
together as a team for the benefit of the country is quite imminent. 
 
After two very successful workshop on “Landcare in Fiji” themed, “Strengthened 
partnerships for the sustainable management of land resources,” where  it was aimed at 
addressing a long standing concern within government structure, which is the lack of 
coordination between government agencies, and in this particular case, agencies 
operating in the  land utilization and development arena. There is also poor 
communication and collaboration between government and non governmental 
organizations (NGO’s) with understaffed government agencies not fully utilizing the 
grassroots outreach capacity of NGO’s. 
 
The success of the workshop is reflected in the formation of a Natonal Landcare Working 
Committee This committee has the important mandate to facilitate consultations for the 
development of a framework that promotes sustainable land management through the 
coordination and collaboration of all involved agencies with the participation of the  local 
communities. The committee has met several times with representative from, Native 
Land Trust Board, Dept. of Environment, Forestry Dept., Ministry for Agriculture, Sugar 
and Land Resettlement (MASLR), Ministry of Provincial Development (NDM0), 
University of the South Pacific, EU/SPC/DSAP and the SPC/GTZ PGRFP, Ministry of 
Works, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Education and Representative of the NGO 
Landcare Steering Committee. 
A NGO Landcare Steering Committee was also formed with members consisting of the 
various NGO’s such as the World Wide Fund, PCDF, Conservation International, FPSI, 
Live and Learn and other environmentally based NGO’s.  
 
1.3.4 Land Use Capability Classification 
 
As reported earlier the system adopted needs to be reviewed based on the present day 
land use and land availability problems Nonetheless, it is being slowly incorporated into 
all the planning for land development of any sort by any sector or for any land use. As 
such it has become an ongoing activity of the Land Use Planning Section of Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

 
1.3.5 Geographical Information Systems 
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BUILDING RESOURCE INFORMATION DATABANK. 
IN ORDER TO KEEP OURSELVES ABREAST WITH DEVELOPMENTS IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
AND TO INCREASE THE EFFICIENCY OF INFORMATION AVAILABILITY FOR PLANNING AND 
DECISION MAKING, THE SECTION HAS A GIS UNIT ESTABLISHED TO CAPTURE ALL LAND 
RESOURCE BASED DATA DIGITALLY.  THE UNIT WORKS CONTINUOUSLY ON DATA ACQUISITION, 
CAPTURE, CONVERSION, MANIPULATION, INTEGRATION AND BUILDING DATABASES ON LAND 
RESOURCE BASED INFORMATION TO PRODUCE QUALITY AND TIMELY INFORMATION. THESE DATA 
WILL BE USED TO PROVIDE BETTER AND FASTER INFORMATION FOR DECISION-MAKING AT 
VARIOUS LEVELS. THE STAFFS ALSO ASSIST IN NETWORKING DEVELOPMENTS FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT. MAJOR MAPPING WORK 
The GIS unit also facilitates mapping requirement from various Divisions within 
Agriculture and other Institutions. We had been able to provide professional mapping 
output to all requests. 
 
 
1.3.6    Participatory District / Tikina Based Land Use Plan 
 
Since 1999 the Land Use Section has adopted a participatory land use planning approach 
as part of all programs. This is done in close consultation and collaboration with the 
resource owners and the community, and all other stakeholders such as Extension 
Division of Ministry of Agriculture, Native Land Trust Board, Ministry of Fijian Affairs, 
Ministry of Fisheries and Forests, civil societies such as the WWF and the Foundation of 
the People of the South Pacific (USP), etc. 
 
This would be the basis of future integrated or holistic approach to land resources 
planning, development and management programs. It emphasis the importance of a 
bottom up approach to land use planning and one of its main objective is to establish 
local land care groups, to empower communities to efficiently and effectively develop 
and manage their resources and create land stewardship amongst the resources owners 
and users.   
 
1.3.7 Awareness and Training on Sustainable Land Management 
 
The Land Use Section of LRPD, the Research and Extension Division of 
MAFF/MASLR, other Ministries, NGOs and civil society such as the Foundation of the 
People of the South Pacific, University of the South Pacific, WWF and others have 
jointly carried out awareness and training on land degradation, disseminating information 
on sustainable development and transferring of low cost sustainable land management 
technologies for sloping land farmers as well as for the school children and other 
stakeholders. The long-term vision is to set up land husbandry/care groups in various 
communities in Fiji to empower communities to oversee the sustainable development and 
management of their natural resources. 
 
1.3.8 Transfer of Sustainable Land Management Technologies (SLMT) 
 
Demonstration plots are to be established in different watersheds and districts of Fiji as 
models and assist in the sections training and awareness activities in promoting 
sustainable land management practices.  These demonstrations plots or model farms show 
the different types of good and adoptable land husbandry practices suitable for Fiji and 
assist the section in training locality farmers in promoting such practices. The present 
project will try to establish as many as possible in different locations accessible to 
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farmers. It will publish and distribute a number of brochures, leaflets, posters, user 
manuals and conduct field days, farmer trainings and workshops for all land users. 
 
The technology identified for Sloping Land Management in Fiji is the use of vetiver 
grass, pineapples, agro-forestry leguminous tree species, crop rotation and fallow 
improvement across the slope to minimize soil erosion and improve soil fertility. This 
will lead to a sustainable agricultural production and minimize land degradation.  The 
section together with extension officers identifies and assists interested farmers in 
establishing on farm contour hedgerows and for the farmers to carry on from there with 
extension advice and help. 
 
The Department assists in the setting up of community based nurseries, establish and 
maintain nurseries at Nacocolevu Research Station, Koronivia Research Station and 
Seaqaqa Research Station to cater for planting materials required for land conservation 
work.  These nurseries will always have planting materials of citrus seedlings, agro 
forestry seedlings such as fruit trees and nitrogen fixing trees and pineapples suckers to 
be used on the demo plots and conservation farms.  
 

  1.3.9 Farming Assistance and Land Resettlement Program 
 
The Department of Land Resources Planning and Development is also involved in a 
program which assists farmers whose agricultural leases have expired and wish to 
continue with agriculture within Fiji. .  
Here the Department is responsible for: 
 

 the coordination of sustainable land development and management of Fiji's land 
resources and the amendment of the Land Conservation and Improvement Act 

 the Farming Assistance Program which was approved by the Fiji Government  
Cabinet in November,2000. It is aimed at assisting the incoming landowner 
farmer and outgoing tenants of expired ALTA leases. 

 
A total of 13,140 leases will expire between 1997 and 2028. The exodus of people from 
the agricultural sector will not only have an adverse effect on this sector but also poses 
other social and economic problems for the government. There is already evidence of 
urban squatter problems. If the government does not find a solution to this effect, 
additional social and economic problems will burden the nation. This will have a drastic 
effect on the already problematic infrastructure in Fiji’s towns and cities and the creation 
of more new squatter settlements. 
 
The assistance is given in the form of grants of up to F$10,000.00 (US$5,000.00). The 
FAS has five different forms of assistance which are as follows; 
 

 Rural Residential Lease, where the government pays for the lease premium of not 
more than F$10,000.00(US$5,000.00) for the residential sites where the farmer 
had built his house, in the property he or she had leased for the past 30 years or so 
before the lease expires 

 
 Lease Renewal, where the farmer or ALTA tenant have been given an extension 

to his or her lease holding for another thirty years, the government pays for the 
premium of the lease of up to F$10,000.00( US$5,000.00) 
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 Replacement farmer, where the government gives assistance to the Fijian 

landowner farmer to develop the reverted property for sugar cane or for other 
crops 

 
 Resettled farmer, where the government gives assistance to ex-ALTA tenant 

farmer by providing alternative land through its resettlement program. The 
government has purchased freehold land and had developed infrastructure (roads, 
electricity and water supply) as well as subdividing the land for each tenant. The 
land is transferred the State. 

 
The Department of Land Resources Planning and Development also has a land  
development program to resettle these evicted tenants.This program is expected to 
continue until an amicable solution is derived, through the negotiation between the 
government and the main political parties in the country, to resolve the relevant land 
tenure legislations. 
 
1.3.10  Integrated Coastal Resources Management 
 
The Institute of Applied Science (IAS) of the University of the South Pacific based in 
Fiji, the University of Rhode Island Coastal Resources Center, USA and the Government 
of Fiji are working in partnership and have initiated a program known as the Integrated 
Coastal Management for Fiji. 
 
The coastal areas of island nations are of vital importance since most of the urban centers 
and vast majority of villages are located on the shore, along with much of the population, 
agriculture, industry and commerce are located here. The result of rapid coastal 
development and increasing utilisation of coastal resources has resulted in various 
impacts on the coastal environment problems which includes; loss of habitat and 
biodiversity, inappropriate solid waste management, mismanagement of chemical wastes, 
pollution of air and water ways, land degradation etc. 
 
The initiative includes the involvement of all government ministries such as the Ministry 
of National Planning, Ministry of Agriculture, Sugar and Land Resettlement, Ministries 
of Fisheries and Forests, Ministry of Fijian Affairs, Ministry of Lands and Mineral 
Resources, Ministry of Works and Energy, the Non Government Agencies like the Native 
Land Trust Board, National Trust, Ports Authority of Fiji, Civil Societies such as the 
World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF), Foundation of the People of the South Pacific ( 
FSP), University of the South Pacific( USP), resources owners and users.  
 
 
2. INSTITUTIONAL MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THE CONVENTION 

2.1 Established and Functional National Coordination Body (NCB) 
 
The Land Conservation Board of Fiji has been delegated the role of National 
Coordinating Body (NCB) which is charged to exercise general supervision over land and 
water resources in Fiji, under the Land Conservation Improvement Act of 1953.  
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The Land Use Section of Department of Land Resources Planning and Development of 
MASLR, provides the secretarial services to the Board as well as technical support in the 
areas of land resources planning, development and management. While the Land and 
Water Resources Division of MASLR provides technical services on agriculture water 
management and drought mitigation under the Drainage Act, 1961 and Irrigation Act, 
1974.The Division also provides the Secretarial services to the three Drainage Boards 
(Western Division Drainage Board, Central Division Drainage Board and the Labasa 
Northern) Drainage Board) in Fiji. The Land Conservation Board meets on a quarterly 
basis.  

2.2  Institutional Framework for Coherent and Functional Desertification 
Control 

 
2.2.1 Land Conservation Improvement Act Amendments 
 
The proposed amendment widens the membership of the Land Conservation Board to 
include the participation of a wide range of stakeholders. The amendment also includes 
the need to have independent human and financial resources for the Board to be able to 
be more efficient and effective in carrying out its function independently and more 
importantly its commitment to the conservation of land and water resources of Fiji.  
 

2.3 NAP as Part of the National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 
 
Although the Fiji Government has not officially finalized on the NAP, a number of 
components have already been mainstreamed into the NSDP based on the government’s 
ability to fund these.  
Government understands its obligation to the UNCCD and in its quest for the sustainable 
development and management of its resources, key sectoral development issues are being 
incorporated into its National Strategic Development Plans. Fiji has just endorsed its 
National Rural Land Use Policy to coordinate the optimal utilisation of land for 
development. The policy includes formulation of a National Rural Land Use Plan or 
National Land Use Master Plan. Some of the objectives are as follows: 
 

• To promote the consolidation and integration of all land information into database 
• To enhance landowners participation in commercial use of their land resources 
• To encourage foreign and local investment in commercial use of land  
• To improve sustainability of land resources use 
• To monitor and control the physical degradation of land. 
 

2.4 Coherent and Functional Legal and Regulatory Framework 
 
The legal and regulatory framework is already in existence with the numerous 
legislations in place but the strengthening of the functional capacity is an issue that needs 
addressing.   Land Conservation and Improvement Act still remains the principal 
legislation governing the use of land resources and it will be complimented by the 
Environment Management Act 2005. 
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The LCI Act has been amended to also include the formulation and implementation of the 
National Land Use Plan as one of its key functions. The enforcement of these regulations 
requires additional resources which the government can not afford. 
 
There is very poor public understanding particularly in the rural sector about the various 
legislation’s that pertains to land, land use and soil conservation etc. The following 
twelve (12) pieces of legislation are relevant to the land development and conservation: 
 
 

• Land Conservation and Improvement Act, 1953  
• Drainage Act, 1961  
• Irrigation Act, 1974  
• Land Development Act, 1961  
• Town and Country Planning Act, 1946  
• Crown Land ACT, 1946  
• Native Land Trust Act, 1946  
• Agriculture landlord and tenants Act (ALTA), 1976  
• Mining Act, 1966  
• National Trust Act, 1970  
• Forest Act, 1953  
• Forest Decree 
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3. PARTICIPATORY PROCESS IN SUPPORT OF PREPARATION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTION PROGRAMMES 

3.1 Effective Participation of Actors in Defining National Priorities 
 

          RELEVANT INFORMATION HAD BEEN SUBMITTED IN THE FIRST FIJI NATIONAL REPORT 
SUBMITTED IN APRIL, 2000. 
 
4. CONSULTATIVE PROCESS IN SUPPORT OF THE PREPARATION AND 

IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL ACTION PROGRAMMES AND 
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS WITH DEVELOPED COUNTRY PARTIES AND 
OTHER INTERESTED ENTITIES. 

 
Once the Government of Fiji has finalized the draft NAP, it will also look at funding the activities 
within. Although a number of programs are already in the pipeline, there is no guarantee of these 
materializing since government funding is limited and priorities are shifted towards the 
immediate needs of the nation.  
 
4.1 Effective Support from International Partners for Cooperation 
 
Fiji will always need the technical and financial assistance from international and 
regional partners to be able to fully implementation its National Action Program for the 
UNCCD.  
 
5. MEASURES TAKEN OR PLANNED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 
NATIONAL ACTION PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE 
ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVE NATURAL RESOURCES, IMPROVE 
INSTITUTIONAL ORGANISATION, IMPROVE KNOWLEDGE OF DESERTIFICATION 
AND MONITOR AND ASSESS THE EFFECTS OF DROUGHT 
 

5.1 Adequate Diagnosis of the Past Experiences 
 

There has been previous work and recommendation done on the assessment of land 
degradation in the past and have been adequately reported in the first National Report 
submitted in April, 2000 and the second report submitted in May 2002. 

5.2 Action Programs Implemented in Compliance with Priority Fields Set Out In 
the Convention 

 
Fiji has formulated and submitted its draft National Action Plan and also its PDF-A has 
been approved for the preparation of the Medium Sized Project on Sustainable Land 
Management. Hopefully will be submitted by September 2006 for approval and anticipate 
its commencement in 2007. 

5.3 Linkage Achieved with Sub-regional and Regional Action Programs (SPRAP 
and RAP) 

 
 Fiji has a very good relationship and network built with the Sub Regional and Regional 
teams. It is continuously participating in activities organized by these organized by them.  
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5.4 Development at the National Level of Programs of the Sub-regional or 
Regional Character. 

 
This has been reported in previous reports. 
 
 
6. FINANCIAL ALLOCATION FROM NATIONAL BUDGETS IN SUPPORT OF THE 
IMPLEMENTATION AS WELL AS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION INCLUDING THEIR INFLOWS. PROCESSES TO IDENTIFY THEIR 
REQUIREMENTS, AREAS OF FUNDING AND PRIORITIES 

6.1 Adopted Financial Mechanisms 
 
Direct financial assistance has been provided by the Government to support the UNCCD 
in a number of activities but these are through capital programs which only run for a few 
years. In order for projects to be funded, they need to be incorporated into the NSDP and 
annual project proposal submissions have to be done to the Ministry of Finance.  
 
Fiji is fortunate that the Government has recognised Land Development and 
Management, Environment, Environment protection and rehabilitation and Sustainable 
Land and Water Resources Management as some of the key cross sectoral issues needing 
to be addressed. The NDSP is a basis of budget allocation and therefore a reasonable 
funding allocation to enhance the current sustainable land management programs and the 
initiation of other programs is often considered.  
 

6.2 NAP Financing 
 
NAP financing will always be dependent on donors for bilateral or multilateral aid since a 
development country like Fiji will always put more emphasis on funding its income 
generation activities to improve the national economy.  
 
7. REVIEW OF BENCHMARKS AND INDICATORS UTILISED TO MEASURE 

PROGRESS AND AN ASSESSMENT THEREOF 
 

The review process can only be undertaken once the NAP will be implemented. Existing 
processes are not consistent with the monitoring and evaluation standards sets by 
UNCCD. It is anticipated to start this with the implementation of the Medium Sized 
Proposal on Sustainable Land Management.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  




