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Although the Rwandan genocide took many people by
surprise, there had been enough warning signs that
genocide was imminent. A history of discrimination,
violence and massacres preceded and foretold the events of
1994.

A History of Discrimination

Rwanda’s three ethnic groups, the
majority Hutu, minority Tutsi and
smaller Twa population shared a
common language, religion and
culture. The country was ruled by a
predominantly Tutsi monarchy until
colonized by Germany in 1895.
Belgium took control in 1916.
Impressed by the highly developed
monarchy and unwilling to accept
it as African in origin, colonists and
early explorers called the Tutsis a
superior “black Aryan”race. Tutsis

. - L the colonise. Aftris conscration of Rwanda to Chistn 1946, he
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Hutus were considered second-class “Bantu Negroids” and the
Twas “pygmies”.

In 1932, Belgium introduced identity cards stating the ethnicity of
the bearer. Tutsi control ended in 1957 when the Catholic Church

and the colonial authorities helped Hutu elites take power. The X X Cabinet ot the Ministy o Defence ot the beginming of
Aplane carrying President Habyarimana genocide. The lleged mastermind of the genocide, he and other serious

overthrow was violent. Tutsis were massacred, and thousands
forced into exile. In 1962, Grégoire Kayibanda became the first
elected Hutu president. His regime retained the identity cards.

Kayibanda was overthrown by army officer Juvenal Habyarimana
in 1973. Under Habyarimana, Tutsis were systematically
discriminated against and subjected to sporadic violence.

Mass Murder

« Rwanda’s genocide began on 7 April 1994
« Over 800,000 Tutsis were murdered in a
hundred days

* Thousands of moderate Hutus were among
the victims

War Breaks Out

In the 1980s, Tutsis in exile sought to return to Rwanda, but were prevented from doing so. Some
joined the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), a largely Tutsi rebel army that invaded Rwanda in 1990,
seeking the right of exiles to return. Tutsis in Rwanda were arrested and harassed as accomplices
of the invasion. Extremist radio and print media depicted all Tutsis as helping the invading force.

_______m_ Apeacedeal was signed in August 1993 in Arusha,
Tanzania, between the RPF and the Rwandan

government, designed to end the civil war.

The UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda (UNAMIR) was
sent in to oversee implementation of the accords.
However, the accords had overlooked the growing
threat of Hutu extremism in the army, the media and
sections of government.

~Awandan Government soldier
‘quards civilian detainees in
Kigall 7 October 1990,
folowing invasion by the
Rwandan Patriic Font six
days earier.
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Genocide

On 11 January 1994, UNAMIR Commander
Lt. Gen. Romeo Dallaire alerted UN
headquarters that extremist militia were
preparing for mass killings and had
assembled weapons for that purpose.
Dallaire stated his intention to seize the
weapons, but was denied permission since
such action was considered outside the
force’s mandate.

was shot down on 6 April, triggering the
start of the genocide. Soldiers in the
presidential guard targeted moderate Hutu
leaders, including the Prime Minister, within
hours. An extremist Hutu government was put in place by the military, and from then on the Tutsi
population became the focus of the killing.

Abandoned

As fighting resumed between the government and RPF, foreign embassies sent in troops to rescue
their citizens, abandoning Rwandans to their fate. When the presidential guard killed ten Belgian
UN peacekeepers, Belgium, the main troop contributor to the mission, recalled its soldiers. On 12
April 1994, the UN Security Council rejected the possibility of reinforcing the mission and the use
of the term genocide'to describe the killings. Members voted to scale down the mission. Dallaire
was left with only 354 troops. Nevertheless, his team managed to save thousands of civilians.

Lt Gen. Romeo Dallire,
UNForce Commander

i, 1994,
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On 17 May 1994, with the genocide finally undeniable, the UN Security
Council voted to expand the UN peacekeeping mission to 5,500
peacekeepers with the mandate “to contribute to the security and protection
of displaced persons, refugees and civilians at risk in Rwanda”. However, no
reinforcements arrived. A separate multinational force, led by France and
authorized by the Council to use force to establish secure conditions for
humanitarian relief, was deployed in late June. “Operation Turquoise” is
credited with saving lives within the safe zone it established, but controversy
over its full role continues. When the RPF forced the extremist government
out of power and ended the genocide, soldiers, officials and militiamen were
able to use the safe zone to flee into Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of
Congo). Some of these soldiers and militia would later conduct incursions
into Rwanda and participate in the ten-year war in the DRC which claimed
over three million lives.

Justice
for the
Victims

In 1995, the Security Council
established the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
(ICTR) in Arusha, Tanzania, to
2 prosecute persons
Théoneste Bagasorain Arusha. Bagasora was Chef of responsible for genocide

rovided weapons and <oordiated theneraharwe ;
v " violations of

international
humanitarian law committed in the territory of Rwanda. Trials
began in January 1997. The Tribunal has convicted twenty-eight
people and acquitted five. Twenty-seven people are currently
on trial and eight are awaiting the start of their cases. Eighteen
accused are still at large. With over 100,000 genocide suspects
in prison, Rwanda resorted to a modern version of village
tribunals called ‘Gacaca'as a way to handle the impossible
caseload. Locally elected judges hear all cases except rape
cases and those of local leaders who planned and led
massacres. Gacaca courts may impose sentences of up to
30 years. Cases are referred to national courts if found to
be outside the Gacaca mandate.
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Froduald Karuhie rght) and his familyrisked
their vesto protect 14 Tutsis n Gitarama. He
hid them in covered renches that he dug on his
land. His sister cooked fo them, and hs
12-year-old niece would take te food out to
them. Pictured n Gitarama, March 2004
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Acknowledging
Failure

After 1994, the UN initiated reviews of
the lack of appropriate reaction by the
international community to the
situations in Rwanda and Srebrenica,

which resulted in concrete
recommendations.

In April 2004, at a Special Session of the
Commission on Human Rights
commemorating the 10th anniversary of
the Rwandan genocide, the
Secretary-General acknowledged the
“collective failure” of the UN to protect
the people of Rwanda and announced a
five-point action plan for the prevention
of genocide. As part of the plan, in July
2004 the Secretary-General appointed a
Special Advisor on the Prevention of
Genocide to report through him to the
Security Council on situations that, if not
halted, could deteriorate into genocide.

Background picture: A wounded man les ina
Red Cross hospital, Rwanda, 19 June 1994

The display of this photo has been made
possible by Aegis Trust





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


