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Statement by Adama Dieng, Special Adviser on the Bvention of Genocide and Jennifer Welsh,
Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect,rothe escalation of incitement rhetoric in response
to the murder of Jordanian pilot Moaz al-Kasasbeh

(New York, 6 February 2015) The Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genodldiama Dieng, and
the Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Prigtdennifer Welsh, condemn the murder of Jordanian
pilot Moaz al-Kasasbeh by the so-called IslamideSed Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). “This appallingca
brutal murder is yet another example of a deliteegaive abuse of human rights and international
humanitarian law by ISIL.”

The murder of Moaz al-Kasasbeh most likely contsgia war crime and represents the lateatpattern
of inhumane acts perpetrated by ISIL. “As we spgesdid the Special Advisers, “thousands of civiian
remain at the mercy of this group; members of niip@roups continue to be killed and threatened in
systematic way; tribal leaders and others who ttaoppose ISIL in the areas it controls continubeo
murdered; women and children are being specifidaligeted, and religious and cultural symbols are
being destroyed.”

The Special Advisers support all efforts by natlanghorities and the international community teume
the protection of populations in these areas, alidno Member States to do everything in their potee
ensure that perpetrators of grave abuses of huiglats and international humanitarian law face pesti
“Members of ISIL need to know that they will be thelccountable for their crimes,” they added.

The Special Advisers also call on all those witlfuience, including political and religious leadeixs,
exercise and encourage restraint and to refram fncitement to hostility or violence, even in marte
of outrage. “At this time, we must unite in thelfigagainst terrorism and uphold international [&he
use of hate speech by influential personalitiess mbment like this may only trigger further violen@&n
escalation of inflammatory rhetoric could ultimatekerve the interests of terrorists.”

The Special Advisers call on all influential leaslép reject hate speech and incitement and coantdr
speech with messages of tolerance, respect and.p&de urge all religious leaders to act respowysibl
and refrain from using or condoning any language mhayy escalate tensions,” they stated.

The Special Advisers noted that the 2005 World Sitr@atcome Document commitment by Member
States to protect their populations from genoaid, crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity includes a commitment to prevent the @mnt of these crimes. They reiterated their call f
"a concerted effort by a variety of actors, bothiseal and global, to prevent incitement to violernd
to avert the risk of atrocity crimes in the currensis."
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