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— CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -

Mr. chair, distinguished delegates,

Germany aligns itself with the statement made by the
European Union and would like to make the following
additional remarks.

Since 2002, German prosecutors can exercise universal
jurisdiction over the most serious crimes of genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes under the code of crimes
against international law. Different investigations are ongoing,
including on crimes connected to the war of aggression against
Ukraine.

Many cases deal with crimes committed in Syria or against
Yazidis. This is due to the fact that many Syrian and Yazidi



refugees as well as a number of suspected perpetrators have
come to Germany since 2015.

German courts, therefore, bear a special responsibility in
bringing accountability to these acts, and have been doing so
when the suspected perpetrators are in Germany.

Since our last update one year ago under this agenda item,
three more individuals were convicted, three new cases were
brought before the courts and three more individuals were
arrested under the principle of universal jurisdiction.

Four trials are continuing with oral hearings and in two
instances courts have acquitted the suspects of international
criminal law charges. The success of these proceedings hinges
on the persecutorial strategy of the Office of the Federal
Prosecutor. Since 2019, the Office has initiated more than 150
investigations of core crimes against international law.

A central element of the strategy are so-called “structural
investigations” relating to crimes committed in Ukraine, by the
former Syrian Regime, by rebel groups in Syria, and by the
Islamic State / ISIS. The main focus remains on proceedings
against individuals for crimes committed during the Syrian Civil
War.

These cases contribute to the development of substantive
international criminal law. The competent courts and
authorities have acquired the necessary experience in
handling various practical challenges of these complex
proceedings in the German legal system.



Let me provide you with the main insights from the three
convictions in the past year:

First, in a landmark trial, the Higher Regional Court in
Frankfurt convicted a former Syrian Doctor in June 2025 to a
life-long sentence with following preventive detention. After
188 days in court and more than 50 witnesses heard, the
judges in Frankfurt established the guilt of the defendant for
his acts in notorious torture facilities of military hospitals as
crimes against humanity and war crimes.

The court provided media representatives and the public
present with a simultaneous translation of the
pronouncement of the judgment into Arabic. An important
step to make court decisions more accessible to the affected
communities and to move towards a more survivor centered
justice. The court thus implemented last year’s reform of the
Courts Constitution Act by the Act on the Further Development
of International Criminal Law that aimed to improve access for
a non-German speaking audience to legal proceedings.

Based on this reform, the judgement also clarified the legal
distinction between sexual violence and reproductive
violence as crimes against humanity. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Tirk highlighted this
case in his update to the Human Rights Council in September
as an example of the importance of universal jurisdiction.

Second, in December 2024, the Higher Regional Court in
Hamburg convicted a member of the "Shabihaa militia" for

crimes against humanity and sentenced him to a ten-year
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prison term. The decision adjudicated acts of enslavement,
forced labour and torture.

The defendant had forced various individuals to carry
sandbags close to the front line under shelling and threat to
their lives. The decision provides an example of how to
interpret the element of enslavement as crime against
humanity.

To establish the criterion of a widespread and systematic
attack, video footage of the “Tadamon massacre” in which
more than 46 civilians were killed was introduced into the
main hearing.

Third, in a ruling in June 2025, the Higher Regional Court in
Stuttgart convicted a Syrian national who had joined a militia
group with ties to Hezbollah for crimes against humanity,
including a killing and torture, to a life-long sentence. A unit of
that militia had shot an unarmed student and raided his house.
Several victims of the crimes were heard as witnesses in the
proceedings.

Finally, let me highlight that a judgment by the Higher Regional
Court in Celle issued in November 2023 became final in April
2025, after the Federal Court of Justice had dismissed the
defendant’s appeal.

The Higher Regional Court in Celle found the defendant guilty
of crimes against humanity and murder and sentenced him to
life imprisonment. The judgment not only dealt with the guilt
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of the defendant, but also established that a systematic and
widespread attack against a civilian population occurred in The
Gambia during the presidency of Yahya Jammeh.

Let me draw your attention to two other recently initiated
proceedings, as they are very likely to have a significant impact
on the jurisdiction of international crimes:

German authorities continue to investigate and prosecute the
genocide and international crimes perpetrated against the
Yazidi community. Since 2012, seven female and one male
individual have been sentenced for atrocities committed
against the Yazidi community.

In February 2025, the Higher Regional Court in Munich
initiated the trial against a former couple, both IS members,
who had held two girls, then 5 and 12 years old, as slaves and
subjected them to sexual violence. The couple is charged with
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.

In June 2025, the Office of the Federal Prosecutor charged four
alleged members of a Syrian militia and one secret service
agent with crimes against humanity and war crimes
concerning cordoning off the Yarmouk district of Damascus.

One of the suspects is charged with the war crime of
starvation for trying to prevent the distribution of food by
beating civilians lining up for humanitarian aid in an effort to
starve the local population. As far as we know, this is the first
case to investigate the deliberate starvation of Syrian civilians.



Germany cooperates actively with various NGOs. It is our
understanding that the effective prosecution and the efforts
to make these court proceedings more accessible rely on a
strong network of multiple actors.

Our practice of universal jurisdiction ensures that we do not
provide a safe haven for perpetrators of crimes under
international law. Germany will continue in its efforts to
bring justice to the victims. It will ensure that those
responsible are held accountable.

Thank you.





